
Title V – Judicial Branch;  Chapter 39 – Proceedings Relating to Children 

39.001  Purposes and intent; personnel standards and screening.--  
(8)  PLAN FOR COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH.--  

(a)  The office shall develop a state plan for the promotion of adoption, support of adoptive families, and 
prevention of abuse, abandonment, and neglect of children and shall submit the state plan to the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives, the President of the Senate, and the Governor no later than December 
31, 2008. The Department of Children and Family Services, the Department of Corrections, the 
Department of Education, the Department of Health, the Department of Juvenile Justice, the 
Department of Law Enforcement, the Agency for Persons with Disabilities, and the Agency for 
Workforce Innovation shall participate and fully cooperate in the development of the state plan at both 
the state and local levels. Furthermore, appropriate local agencies and organizations shall be provided an 
opportunity to participate in the development of the state plan at the local level. Appropriate local groups 
and organizations shall include, but not be limited to, community mental health centers; guardian ad litem 
programs for children under the circuit court; the school boards of the local school districts; the Florida 
local advocacy councils; community-based care lead agencies; private or public organizations or programs 
with recognized expertise in working with child abuse prevention programs for children and families; 
private or public organizations or programs with recognized expertise in working with children who are 
sexually abused, physically abused, emotionally abused, abandoned, or neglected and with expertise in 
working with the families of such children; private or public programs or organizations with expertise in 
maternal and infant health care; multidisciplinary child protection teams; child day care centers; law 
enforcement agencies; and the circuit courts, when guardian ad litem programs are not available in the 
local area. The state plan to be provided to the Legislature and the Governor shall include, as a minimum, 
the information required of the various groups in paragraph (b).  

(b)  The development of the state plan shall be accomplished in the following manner:  
1.  The office shall establish a Child Abuse Prevention and Permanency Advisory Council composed of 

an adoptive parent who has adopted a child from within the child welfare system and representatives 
from each state agency and appropriate local agencies and organizations specified in paragraph (a). 
The advisory council shall serve as the research arm of the office and shall be responsible for:  
a.   Assisting in developing a plan of action for better coordination and integration of the goals, 

activities, and funding pertaining to the promotion and support of adoption and the prevention 
of child abuse, abandonment, and neglect conducted by the office in order to maximize staff and 
resources at the state level. The plan of action shall be included in the state plan.  

b.   Assisting in providing a basic format to be utilized by the districts in the preparation of local 
plans of action in order to provide for uniformity in the district plans and to provide for greater 
ease in compiling information for the state plan.  

c.   Providing the districts with technical assistance in the development of local plans of action, if 
requested.  

d.   Assisting in examining the local plans to determine if all the requirements of the local plans have 
been met and, if they have not, informing the districts of the deficiencies and requesting the 
additional information needed.  

e.   Assisting in preparing the state plan for submission to the Legislature and the Governor. Such 
preparation shall include the incorporation into the state plan of information obtained from the 
local plans, the cooperative plans with the members of the advisory council, and the plan of 
action for coordination and integration of state departmental activities. The state plan shall 
include a section reflecting general conditions and needs, an analysis of variations based on 
population or geographic areas, identified problems, and recommendations for change. In 
essence, the state plan shall provide an analysis and summary of each element of the local plans 
to provide a statewide perspective. The state plan shall also include each separate local plan of 
action.  


