
Heart Gallery of Florida

The Face of Adoption 



Heart Gallery of America Backgrounder 

Ç The First Heart Gallery of America was
born in New Mexico in 2001 .

Ç The Heart Gallery replaces ñmugshotsòof
foster children (dreaming of a family)
with professional portraits capturing their
unique spirits and character .

Ç Works as a family recruitment tool for the
featured children . Over 700 k hits/month

Ç Successful awareness - raiser for all of the
118 k ñwaitingchildrenòin the US.

Ç It helps dispel myths about adoption
through foster care .

Ç Over 100 groups are now active in 46
states .

Ç Many states have multiple groups,
maximizing outreach on a regional basis .



Heart Gallery Media History

Ç Forever Families in Florida
Ç People Magazine
Ç Parade 
Ç The View
Ç NY Times
Ç USA Weekend
Ç 20/20 
Ç CBS Sunday Morning
Ç NPR
Ç CNN
Ç MSNBC
Ç Fox News
Ç Nickelodeon
Ç Today Show
Ç NBC Nightly News



Heart Gallery of Florida Overview

Å Every single county in the state of
Florida is now covered by the services
of a regional Heart Gallery . (19
Heart Galleries covering 67 counties )

Å We created the first state -wide
collaborative of Heart Galleries that
promotes hard - to -place children from
all over the state that tours
throughout the state . (Opened at the
Brogan in Tally on August 26 th , later
visited by Gov . Crist .)

Å It began in partnership with the
GovernorôsExplore Adoption Initiative
endorsed by Chief Child Advocate Jim
Kallinger .



Heart Gallery of Florida s Initial Goals

Ç The collaboration of the Heart 
Galleries in Florida promotes 
Ç resource sharing, 

Ç establishing state -wide branding and 

Ç garnering corporate support and 
public/private partnerships on a state -
wide level. 

Ç Establish an effective  Board of 
Directors;

Ç Create HeartgalleryofFlorida.org
to provide 
Ç planning information & problem 

solving forums for Heart Gallery 
leaders, 

Ç a gallery of waiting children, adoption 
and Heart Gallery contacts, 

Ç links to other useful sites, news re 
Heart Gallery events, & donation 
details;

Ç Seek grants and other financial 
support ;


