
Youth1 Suicide Fact Sheet
¶ Suicide ranks as the third leading cause of death for young people (ages 15-19 and 15-

24); only accidents and homicides occur more frequently.  

¶ Whereas suicides account for 1.3% of all deaths in the U.S. annually, they comprise 
12.3% of all deaths among 15-24 year olds.

¶ Each year, there are approximately 10 suicides for every 100,000 youth.

¶ Approximately 11 young people between the ages of 15-24 die every day by suicide.

¶ Within every 2 hours and 15 minutes, a person under the age of 25 completes suicide.

¶ In 2001, 30,622 people completed suicide. Of these, 3971 were completed by people 
between the ages of 15 and 24.

¶ Suicide rates, for 15-24 year olds, have more than doubled since the 1950ôs, and remained 
largely stable at these higher levels between the late 1970ôs and the mid 1990ôs. They 
have declined 25.6% since 1995.

¶ In the past 60 years, the suicide rate has quadrupled for males 15 to 24 years old, and has 
doubled for females of the same age (CDC, 2002).

¶ Suicide rates for those 15-19 years old increased 11% between 1980 and 1997. Since the 
peak in 1994 with 11.1 suicides per 100,000, there has been a 25.1% decrease. Currently, 
the rate is 8.2 per 100,000.

¶ Males between the ages of 20 and 24 were 6.6 times more likely than females to complete 
suicide 2001. Males between 15 and 19 were 4.8 times more likely than females to 
complete suicide (2001 data).

Males  Females Both genders
Ages 15 to 19  12.9  2.7  7.95
Ages 20 to 24  20.5  3.1  11.97

¶ The male to female ratio of completed suicides was 5: 1 among 15-19 year olds and 6.9: 
1 among 20-24 year olds (2000 data).

¶ Firearms remain the most commonly used suicide method among youth, regardless of 
race or gender, nearly accounting for almost three of ýve (57%) completed suicides.

____________________
 In this fact sheet, youth refers to the age groups of 15 to 19 and 20 to 24. Unless otherwise speciýed, 
information presented refers to the latest available data (i.e., 2001).
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