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Dear Fellow Floridian:

I am proud to share great news with you about Florida's economic turnaround.
Today we learned that last month, Florida's statewide unemployment rate dropped to
7.0 percent, down from 7.1 percent in May, Tune, and Tuly - and down 4.1 percentage
points since December 2010. This means that Florida's unemployment rate has
remained below the national average for six consecutive months.

In addition, we learned that Florida has created 365,500 new private-sector jobs
in the same time frame. Today's annOW1Cement is great news for Florida families and is
evidence that our pro-growth and business friendly policies are working.

Please share this great news about our Florida economic turnaround with your
friends and family. I've also included some quick facts below that are encouraging signs
about Florida's economy.

More Jobs Being Created
• Florida experienced positive annual job growth for 37 consecutive months.
• Florida has created 365,500 new private sector jobs since December 2010.
• Florida is expected to create almost 1.1 million new jobs by 2018, according to the

Florida Economic Estimating Conference.

Home Sales Robust
• Home sales remain robust as the backlog of existing homes on the market is down

by 23 percent from August 2012 (Florida Realtors).
• Florida median home prices were up 18.6 percent over the year in August 2013.

Economic Growth Trends Up Across State
• A recent U.S. Census Survey reported that Florida experienced an influx of people

moving into the state. Florida also led the nation in migrations from Puerto Rico.
• Florida is running a trade surplus of over $24 billion - with $86.8 billion in exports

and $62.4 billion in imports in 2011, up from $73.1 billion in exports in 2010 and
$53.2 billion in imports in 2010.
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Earlier this week, we were able to announce more great news that HealthPlan
Services is expanding in the Tampa Bay community and plans to create more than 1,000
jobs for Florida families by 2018. This expansion will result in a $34.4 million capital
investment in Hillsborough County for the nation's leading technology, sales, retention
and administrative services provider for the insurance and managed care markets.

As we see businesses like HealthPlan Services expand in our state, it is evidence
that the decisions we have made to cut taxes, right-size government, and reduce
regulations are giving businesses the support they need to create jobs. After right-sizing
government, cutting taxes five times in three years, and paying back $3.5 billion in state
debt, this year we are seeing not only our first budget surplus in six years, but also the
highest budget surplus ever. More revenue for state government means we must return
more tax dollars to you, the hardworking people of Florida. After all- it's your money.

That's why, I recently announced my plan to fight to cut taxes and fees for
Florida families by $500 million in our next proposed budget and launched my "It's
Your Money" tax cut tour. So far, we've visited West Palm Beach, Fort Lauderdale,
Jacksonville, Tampa, and Orlando, and I've listened to Floridians discuss taxes and fees
they want to see reduced. I invite you to e-mail your comments to me at
Rick.5cott@eog.mvflorida.com regarding taxes and fees you want to see reduced to help
Florida families and job creators.

It's your money - not the government's. I look forward to working with our
friends in the Florida Legislature to make these tax cuts a reality.

To learn more great news from all across the state, please follow @ltsWorkingFL
on Twitter. Thank you for all your hard work to make our state the best place in the
world to live, work, and raise a family. Florida's economy is turning around, IT'S
WORKING, and that is certainly something to brag about. I invite you to join me in
bragging about the Sunshine State.

Sincerely,

Rick Scott
Governor


