
RICK SCOTT
GOVERNOR

March 28, 2014

Dear Fellow Floridians:

We learned today that in February we created the highest number of jobs
during a single month since December 2010, adding more than 32,000 new private
sector jobs. In total, Florida's economy has added more than 540,000 private-sector jobs
in just over three years.

For the seventh consecutive month, Florida's unemployment rate remains well
below the national average. We are continuing to be an example of how hard work and
pro-business policies can result in growing businesses, jobs, and more opportunities for
Florida families.

In addition, Florida's labor force grew in February. That means more people
without a job are actively seeking one.

Thanks to you, we are creating an opportunity economy where businesses can
continue to grow. Please let your friends and family know about Florida's great
turnaround story. Here are some points to share:

More Floridians Getting Back to Work
• Florida's unemployment rate has been lower than the national rate for seven

consecutive months.
• Florida's unemployment rate has declined or held steady month over month for

the last 42 months.
• Florida's private sector job growth month-to-month has been positive for 32

consecutive months.
• Florida has created 540,700 new private sector jobs since December 2010.
• Florida job postings compiled by the Help Wanted OnLine data series from The

Conference Board showed 278,717 openings in February 2014, an all-time high in
the data series that began in May 2005.

Home Sales Robust
• Florida median home prices were up 10.0 percent over the year in February

2014.
• Florida housing starts were up 5.9 percent over the year in January 2014 (latest

data available).

_@ltsWorkingFL
THE CAPITOL

TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32399 • (850) 488-2272 www.FLGoY.com



Fellow Floridians
March 28,2014
Page Two

Economic Growth Trends Up Across State
• A recent U.S. Census Survey reported that Florida experienced an influx of

people moving into the state. Florida also led the nation in migrations from
Puerto Rico.

• Florida is running a trade surplus of over $18 billion - with $90.4 billion in
exports and $71.8 billion in imports in 2012, up from $86.8 billion in exports in
2011 and $62.4 billion in imports in 2011.

Let's keep working to move Florida's opportunity economy forward.

Sincerely,

Rick Scott
Governor


