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Q&A February 10, 2016 
 
NEWS OF THE DAY 
 
Q: Yesterday, Marion Hammer released a statement calling on you to abolish the 
South Florida Water Management District. Will you investigate or abolish the 
water management district? 

• I am confident water management board members and the NRA can work 
together on a solution that is good for everyone. 

If pressed:  
• I think they can come to a resolution without drastic action.  

 
Q: It looks like the compact you signed could be in legislation soon. Are you 
encouraged by how it is going through the legislature? 

• As I have always said, the compact is a good deal for our state - it will 
generate thousands of jobs and have a large economic impact across our 
state - but I will respect whatever the President and Speaker decide to do. 

 
Q: The Senate says you're advocating for an increase in property taxes to pay for 
an increase in public school spending.  Sen. Gaetz also says your plan to fund 
education is a “property tax increase on small businesses and families.”  What is 
your response? 

• I want to cut as many taxes and fees as I can.  That’s why I am working with 
the Legislature to cut $1 billion in taxes this year – on top of the 50 taxes 
we have already cut. 

• When home values rise, that is a good thing for families in our state. 
 

Q: Will you support the alimony reform bill that will end permanent alimony and 
push judges toward granting 50-50 time-sharing custody between parents?  

• I haven’t seen this bill yet.  
 
Q: Legislation to outlaw LGBT discrimination is dead in the legislature now.  
Don’t you think Florida needs to extend civil rights protections to gay, bisexual 
and transgender Floridians? 

• I don’t believe anyone should be discriminated against, but I haven’t seen 
that specific legislation. 

 
Q: Will you support legislation requiring a unanimous verdict from the jury in 
order to recommend the death penalty? 

• I haven’t reviewed this legislation yet – but, it is my most solemn duty to 
uphold the law and my top concern is always for the families of these 
victims. 

 
Q: Rep. Fitzenhagen has requested that you declare a state of emergency in Lee 
County over Lake Okeechobee.  Will you consider her request? 



• I haven’t seen her request yet, but the US Army Corps decision to increase 
water releases from Lake Okeechobee shows the importance of our focus 
on funding long-term projects in that area. 

• I have recommended a dedicated source of funding that will ensure more than $5 
billion is invested in Everglades’ restoration over the next 20 years, including 
funding for the C-42 and C-44 reservoir projects which will protect the St. Lucie 
and Caloosahatchee estuaries.  

Q: Do you support legislation allowing some people to carry concealed weapons 
on college campuses? 

• I haven’t reviewed this legislation yet, but I am a strong supporter of the 
second amendment.  

If pressed:  
• It is important to keep schools and students safe, but I haven’t seen specific 

legislation. 
 

Q: Do you support open carry? 
• I haven’t reviewed this legislation yet, but I am a strong supporter of the 

second amendment.  
 
Q: Do you think Florida should move forward with the scheduled execution in 
March even after attorneys are calling for the Florida Supreme Court should 
determine how to apply the recent U.S. Supreme Court ruling that the state's 
death penalty system is unconstitutional? 

• We will wait to see what the court says. Obviously, we will continue to 
follow the law. 

 
Q: Florida leads in the U.S. in new H.I.V cases after you cut funding at the 
Department of Health? Doesn’t that concern you? 

• Florida is spending a record $34 million on HIV and AIDS prevention this 
year and Dr. Armstrong is committed to doing he can to prevent the spread 
of this disease. 

• If pressed on staff reductions:  
• We are always looking for efficiencies in state government but staff reductions 

did not impact the surveillance, education, prevention, counseling, testing, 
care and treatment of HIV/AIDS patients. 

 
Q: A senate panel wants voters to choose the Commissioner of Education and 
the Secretary of State.  What are your thoughts on these proposals? 

• I don’t see a need for either of these bills. 
 

Q: Are you worried you are not going to get YOUR tax cut or YOUR EFI bill done? 
It looks like you are not getting anything important to YOU done this session? 

• I am very confident that we will ALL be successful this session. 
• We started the session strong by signing into law the President’s unique 

abilities legislation and the Speaker’s water legislation, and I expect to end 



the session strong with a $1 billion tax cut and a $250 million dedicated 
Florida Enterprise Fund 

 
Q: The Department of Health has cut hundreds of positions at county health 
departments, including 20 positions in Hillsborough where there are cases of 
Zika. Do you think this will impact emergency response? 

• Absolutely not.  
• These position reductions have not affected emergency readiness capabilities or 

impacted the delivery of services at the Department of Health.  
• In the event of any emergency, we’ll work with Dr. Armstrong to make sure the 

Department of Health has all of the resources needed to keep families safe. 
 

  
Q: Do you think there should be a Constitutional amendment requiring that future 
gambling licenses get statewide voter approval? 

• I know this is an issue that some legislative members are interested in 
exploring and we look forward to working with them to reach a positive 
outcome for the state of Florida, even on issues outside of the compact 
agreement itself.    

   
Q: Outside of the compact, do you generally support the expansion of gaming in 
Florida? 

• I believe that Floridians in local communities where gaming expansion is 
being considered should have a say on it.   

• This compact is a good deal for the state because it creates a cap on the amount 
of gaming that can be offered by the Seminole Tribe and limits the expansion of 
gaming in the state. 

  
Q: Do you think fantasy sports is gambling and how should the legislature 
regulate that? 

• The compact does not directly address this.  I know there are proposals 
going through the legislature and I will review them if they reach my desk. 

 
2016 
 
Q: What did you think about the New Hampshire primary?  Are you pleased 
Trump won? 

• It has been good to see the voters in New Hampshire and Iowa weigh in. 
• I will continue to watch the primaries like every other voter.  I am still listening to 

the candidates’ plans to create jobs and I haven’t made a decision yet.  I am not 
sure who I will endorse or vote for yet, but I will make sure to let you know. 

 
Q: Your recent op-ed on Trump seems like an endorsement.  Why are you picking 
Trump over Bush and Rubio? 

• I am not currently endorsing any candidate.  We have a lot of great 
candidates who are running, including Bush and Rubio.  Both Jeb and 



Marco have done a great job highlighting all of the great things happening 
in Florida.   

• Jeb is very focused on creating a world-class education system and Marco has 
been very vocal about ending the oppressive Castro regime in Cuba. 

• But, I came in as an outsider focused on creating jobs and I think voters are 
continuing to look for candidates with new ideas and new energy for job creation. 

 
Q: Do you talk to Trump often? 

• I talk to most of the Republican candidates frequently. 
 
Q: What do you think about Donald Trump’s controversial remarks on Muslims, 
immigrants and veterans?  Do you think he is offensive? 

• I think people in Washington are still trying to figure out why Trump is 
doing so well, but the reality is that he is saying what he thinks. He is not 
being politically correct. I think a lot of people find that refreshing. 

• But, the primaries are only just beginning and I hope every candidate will talk 
more about their plans to grow our economy. 

• If pressed:  
• I don’t agree with everything he says. 
• But again - Americans are frustrated, including myself, with the President and his 

takeover of our economy.  This shouldn’t just be the frustration of one candidate, 
but every candidate! 
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Q&A February 19, 2016 
 
NEWS OF THE DAY 
 
Q: What do you think of the 18 year old accused of impersonating a doctor in 
Palm Beach? 

• DOH has worked hard to hold him accountable.  
• You should contact them for more details.  

Q: Do you think President Obama did the right thing by not attending Justice 
Scalia’s funeral?  

• Justice Scalia was a great leader in our country and my thoughts and 
prayers are with his family during this difficult time.  

 
Q: Do you think President Obama should visit Cuba? 

• First - President Obama has failed us with this new failed policy between 
Obama and the Castro brothers. 

• The Castro regime continues to undermine U.S. national security interests by 
sponsoring acts of terrorism.  

• I will continue to stand with the pro-democracy movement in Cuba and Florida in 
their fight against the Obama-Castro pact.  

 
Q: Will you support a bill that would keep certain refugees out of Florida? 

• I will review any legislation that makes it to my desk.  
If pressed: 

• What I’ve said in the past, particularly with the Syrian refugee crisis is that the 
President wants us to trust their vetting process but has given us little faith that 
they can properly check the background of every refugee coming into our 
country. 

• It is troubling that we cannot get information on the refugees they are sending to 
our states so we can make the best decision for our residents.  

• The state can only do so much and that is why I asked Congress to stop in and 
take immediate action to stop the President form using any tax dollars to fund the 
relocation of Syrian refugees from Florida. 

 
Q: What’s the latest on the request your office sent to the U.S. Army Corps to 
move water south to ease flooding in the Everglades?  

• I requested the U.S. Army Corps agreed to move more water south and I 
appreciate their quick action to ease effects of flooding in the Everglades. 

• This action will help prevent a die off of wildlife whose habitat is currently flooded 
and eventually relieve pressure from discharges to the Estuaries.   

 
Background:  

• This year I recommended the state:  
o Create a dedicated source of funding that will ensure that $5 billion is 

invested in Everglades restoration over the next 20 years. 



 This funding will ensure that the state is able to fund its share of 
restoration projects and the construction of the C-43 and C-44 
reservoirs – projects that will provide almost 100 billion gallons 
of water storage to protect the St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee 
estuaries.  

• Include a $151 million investment in Everglades restoration for the upcoming 
fiscal year. 

Q: Will you pardon “Groveland Four” who were accused of raping a white woman 
in 1949? 

• As always, we will follow the clemency process and review any case that is 
brought in front of us. 

If pressed,  
• As you know, I don’t have sole authority over this and it needs to come before 

the board.  
 
Q: Marion Hammer released a statement calling on you to abolish the South 
Florida Water Management District. Will you investigate or abolish the water 
management district? 

• I am confident water management board members and the NRA can work 
together on a solution that is good for everyone. 

If pressed:  
• I think they can come to a resolution without drastic action.  

 
Q: It looks like the compact you signed could be in legislation soon. Are you 
encouraged by how it is going through the legislature? 

• As I have always said, the compact is a good deal for our state - it will 
generate thousands of jobs and have a large economic impact across our 
state - but I will respect whatever the President and Speaker decide to do. 

 
Q: The Senate says you're advocating for an increase in property taxes to pay for 
an increase in public school spending.  Sen. Gaetz also says your plan to fund 
education is a “property tax increase on small businesses and families.”  What is 
your response? 

• I want to cut as many taxes and fees as I can.  That’s why I am working with 
the Legislature to cut $1 billion in taxes this year – on top of the 50 taxes 
we have already cut. 

• When home values rise, that is a good thing for families in our state. 
 

Q: Will you support the alimony reform bill that will end permanent alimony and 
push judges toward granting 50-50 time-sharing custody between parents?  

• I haven’t seen this bill yet.  
 
Q: Legislation to outlaw LGBT discrimination is dead in the legislature now.  
Don’t you think Florida needs to extend civil rights protections to gay, bisexual 
and transgender Floridians? 



• I don’t believe anyone should be discriminated against, but I haven’t seen 
that specific legislation. 

 
Q: Will you support legislation requiring a unanimous verdict from the jury in 
order to recommend the death penalty? 

• I haven’t reviewed this legislation yet – but, it is my most solemn duty to 
uphold the law and my top concern is always for the families of these 
victims. 

 
Q: Do you support legislation allowing some people to carry concealed weapons 
on college campuses? 

• I haven’t reviewed this legislation yet, but I am a strong supporter of the 
second amendment.  

If pressed:  
• It is important to keep schools and students safe, but I haven’t seen specific 

legislation. 
 

Q: Do you support open carry? 
• I haven’t reviewed this legislation yet, but I am a strong supporter of the 

second amendment.  
 
Q: Do you think Florida should move forward with the scheduled execution in 
March even after attorneys are calling for the Florida Supreme Court should 
determine how to apply the recent U.S. Supreme Court ruling that the state's 
death penalty system is unconstitutional? 

• We will wait to see what the court says. Obviously, we will continue to 
follow the law. 

 
Q: Florida leads in the U.S. in new H.I.V cases after you cut funding at the 
Department of Health? Doesn’t that concern you? 

• Florida is spending a record $34 million on HIV and AIDS prevention this 
year and Dr. Armstrong is committed to doing he can to prevent the spread 
of this disease. 

• If pressed on staff reductions:  
• We are always looking for efficiencies in state government but staff reductions 

did not impact the surveillance, education, prevention, counseling, testing, 
care and treatment of HIV/AIDS patients. 

 
Q: A senate panel wants voters to choose the Commissioner of Education and 
the Secretary of State.  What are your thoughts on these proposals? 

• I don’t see a need for either of these bills. 
 

Q: Are you worried you are not going to get YOUR tax cut or YOUR EFI bill done? 
It looks like you are not getting anything important to YOU done this session? 

• I am very confident that we will ALL be successful this session. 



• We started the session strong by signing into law the President’s unique 
abilities legislation and the Speaker’s water legislation, and I expect to end 
the session strong with a $1 billion tax cut and a $250 million dedicated 
Florida Enterprise Fund 

 
Q: The Department of Health has cut hundreds of positions at county health 
departments, including 20 positions in Hillsborough where there are cases of 
Zika. Do you think this will impact emergency response? 

• Absolutely not.  
• These position reductions have not affected emergency readiness capabilities or 

impacted the delivery of services at the Department of Health.  
• In the event of any emergency, we’ll work with Dr. Armstrong to make sure the 

Department of Health has all of the resources needed to keep families safe. 
 
Q: Do you think there should be a Constitutional amendment requiring that future 
gambling licenses get statewide voter approval? 

• I know this is an issue that some legislative members are interested in 
exploring and we look forward to working with them to reach a positive 
outcome for the state of Florida, even on issues outside of the compact 
agreement itself.    

   
Q: Outside of the compact, do you generally support the expansion of gaming in 
Florida? 

• I believe that Floridians in local communities where gaming expansion is 
being considered should have a say on it.   

• This compact is a good deal for the state because it creates a cap on the amount 
of gaming that can be offered by the Seminole Tribe and limits the expansion of 
gaming in the state. 

  
Q: Do you think fantasy sports is gambling and how should the legislature 
regulate that? 

• The compact does not directly address this.  I know there are proposals 
going through the legislature and I will review them if they reach my desk. 

 
2016 
 
Q: What do you think about the Pope calling Donald Trump’s immigration ideas 
‘non-Christian’?  

• I haven’t seen that but when it comes to immigration in our country I know 
a lot of people are frustrated with the President Obama’s policy on 
immigration and I hope the final outcome will be that President Obama is 
forced to work with Congress to achieve real and meaningful immigration 
reform in our country. 
 

Q: Do you agree with Nikki Haley endorsing Marco Rubio for President? 



• I am not currently endorsing any candidate.  We have a lot of great 
candidates who are running, including Bush and Rubio.  Both Jeb and 
Marco have done a great job highlighting all of the great things happening 
in Florida.   

• Jeb is very focused on creating a world-class education system and Marco has 
been very vocal about ending the oppressive Castro regime in Cuba. 

• But, I came in as an outsider focused on creating jobs and I think voters are 
continuing to look for candidates with new ideas and new energy for job creation. 

 
Q: Who do you think will win the South Carolina primary? 

• It has been good to see the voters in New Hampshire and Iowa weigh in. 
• I will continue to watch the primaries like every other voter.  I am still listening to 

the candidates’ plans to create jobs and I haven’t made a decision yet.  I am not 
sure who I will endorse or vote for yet, but I will make sure to let you know. 

 
Q: Your recent op-ed on Trump seems like an endorsement.  Why are you picking 
Trump over Bush and Rubio? 

• I am not currently endorsing any candidate.  We have a lot of great 
candidates who are running, including Bush and Rubio.  Both Jeb and 
Marco have done a great job highlighting all of the great things happening 
in Florida.   

• Jeb is very focused on creating a world-class education system and Marco has 
been very vocal about ending the oppressive Castro regime in Cuba. 

• But, I came in as an outsider focused on creating jobs and I think voters are 
continuing to look for candidates with new ideas and new energy for job creation. 

 
Q: Do you talk to Trump often? 

• I talk to most of the Republican candidates frequently. 
 
Q: What do you think about Donald Trump’s controversial remarks on Muslims, 
immigrants and veterans?  Do you think he is offensive? 

• I think people in Washington are still trying to figure out why Trump is 
doing so well, but the reality is that he is saying what he thinks. He is not 
being politically correct. I think a lot of people find that refreshing. 

• But, the primaries are only just beginning and I hope every candidate will talk 
more about their plans to grow our economy. 

• If pressed:  
• I don’t agree with everything he says. 
• But again - Americans are frustrated, including myself, with the President and his 

takeover of our economy.  This shouldn’t just be the frustration of one candidate, 
but every candidate! 
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...all of this malicious conduct and more, SWFWMD deserves to be abolished.
 Marion P . Hammer is past president of the National Rifle Association and current
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Time Name Outlet Request Contact Deadline
2/12,
 11:41AM

Arek
 Sarkissian

Naples
 Daily News

I'd like to ask the
 governor his
 thoughts on the
 House, so far,
 not funding the
 quick action
 closing fund.
 Perhaps he'll be
 in Tallahassee.

850-559-7620 2/12, COB

2/10,
 11AM

Monica
 Mesa

Daily
 Business
 Review

Texas has
 created a task
 force to
 evaluate
 possible
 quarantine laws
 for the Zika
 virus- does FL
 has anything
 similar
 planned?

305-347-6657

Mgmesa@alm.com

2/10, 2PM

2/9,
 4:18PM

Matt
 Zapotosky

Washington
 Post

Writing about
 Obama’s
 budget & wants
 comment about
 funding cut from
 the State
 Criminal Alien
 Assistance
 program.

zapotoskym@washpost.com

202-629-8435

2/9,
 11:56AM

Craig
 Pittman

TB Times Hope you’re
 doing well.

Sunshine State
 News says
 Marion Hammer
 of the NRA sent
 the governor’s
 office a letter at
 7:45 a.m.
 demanding he
 abolish the
 Southwest
 Florida Water
 Management
 District. I’d like
 to get a copy of
 that letter, and
 also a comment
 from the EOG in
 response.

craig@tampabay.com

727-893-8530

2/9, COB

2/9,
 10:18AM

Jim Turner NSF Has the
 governor seen

772-215-9889

From: Angela Sorensen
To: Press
Subject: Call log
Date: Wednesday, February 10, 2016 11:47:57 AM



 this request
 from Marion
 regarding the
 Southwest
 Florida District
 and have any
 comment

Does he intend
 to follow up ---
 either order an
 investigation or
 to abolish the
 district?

jimturner23@gmail.com

2/9,
 4:07PM

Sheara
 Braun

MSNBC-
 Chris
 Hayes

I’m a producer
 for MSNBC’s
 Chris Hayes.
 “All In with Chris
 Hayes” is
 looking to air an
 energy/climate
 week sometime
 in March. We
 are aiming to air
 this during the
 week of March
 21st- 25th. The
 idea is to air a
 piece or air an
 interview with
 someone
 involved in this
 issue each night
 during the
 week. One of
 the issues that
 we would like to
 profile is Florida
 and climate.
 Any chance that
 Gov. Scott
 might have
 some time in
 the next month
 to sit down for
 an interview
 with Chris about
 these issues?
 Chris would be
 happy to travel
 down to Florida,
 and come to
 Gov. Scott to
 interview him in
 person. We’d
 just need about
 30 minutes of
 his time.

Let me know if

212.664.1747 (direct work)

212.664.5554 (main work)

917.716.0295 (cell)

sheara.braun@msnbc.com



 he might have
 any availability.
 Chris would be
 thrilled to able
 to interview him.

2/2,
 2:41PM

Charlotte
 Fisher

BBC I am a producer
 working for BBC
 Radio Five Live
 and we are
 following the
 case of Michael
 Lambrix who is
 on Death Row
 and due to be
 executed on
 February 11th.

Our interest in
 this case is that
 we are following
 the journey of a
 British man, Jan
 Arriens, who set
 up a charity
 called Lifelines
 many years ago
 where more
 than 1000
 people write to
 people on death
 row all over the
 World. As well
 as founding the
 organisation
 Jan has written
 to Mike Lambrix
 for over 25
 years.

I came out to
 Florida and
 interviewed
 both men back
 in 1999 for
 British TV - it
 was the first
 occasion the
 two met face to
 face. Jan is
 returning next
 week to see
 Mike Lambrix
 with his family
 and we are
 following his
 journey.

We would very
 much like to
 interview you on
 the wider
 context of the

charlottef4@gmail.com



 use of the
 Death Penalty
 in Florida. We
 are also
 contacting the
 state attorney in
 the 20th judicial
 circuit where
 the murders
 happened but
 he is currently
 in court
 prosecuting a
 death penalty
 case and so it is
 unlikely he will
 be available. It
 would be very
 useful to hear
 your views on
 the reasons and
 necessities for
 the Death
 Penalty in
 Florida.

We will be in
 Florida next
 week but would
 also be able to
 arrange an
 interview on a
 phone line of
 via a local
 studio, at your
 convenience
 later this week if
 you preferred.

Thank you so
 much for your
 assistance.

10/29,
 2:43PM

Anthony
 Cusumano

NBC 6
 Miami

I can imagine
 the Governor’s
 schedule has
 been very busy.
 I’m hoping next
 time he’s in
 Broward or
 Miami-Dade
 you may be
 able to find
 some time on
 his schedule to
 sit down for an
 interview with
 Jackie Nespral.
It would be great
 to have him on!

anthony.cusumano@nbcuni.com
DIRECT: 954-622-6369
CELL: 305-308-8526
NEWS DESK: 954-622-6111



Time Name Outlet Request Contact Deadline
2/9,
 4:18PM

Matt
 Zapotosky

Washington
 Post

Writing about
 Obama’s
 budget & wants
 comment about
 funding cut from
 the State
 Criminal Alien
 Assistance
 program.

zapotoskym@washpost.com

202-629-8435

2/9,
 11:56AM

Craig
 Pittman

TB Times Hope you’re
 doing well.

Sunshine State
 News says
 Marion Hammer
 of the NRA sent
 the governor’s
 office a letter at
 7:45 a.m.
 demanding he
 abolish the
 Southwest
 Florida Water
 Management
 District. I’d like
 to get a copy of
 that letter, and
 also a comment
 from the EOG in
 response.

craig@tampabay.com

727-893-8530

2/9, COB

2/9,
 10:18AM

Jim Turner NSF Has the
 governor seen
 this request
 from Marion
 regarding the
 Southwest
 Florida District
 and have any
 comment

Does he intend
 to follow up ---
 either order an
 investigation or
 to abolish the
 district?

772-215-9889

jimturner23@gmail.com

2/9,
 4:07PM

Sheara
 Braun

MSNBC-
 Chris
 Hayes

I’m a producer
 for MSNBC’s
 Chris Hayes.
 “All In with Chris
 Hayes” is
 looking to air an

212.664.1747 (direct work)

212.664.5554 (main work)

917.716.0295 (cell)

From: Schenone  Lauren
To: Press
Subject: Call log
Date: Tuesday, February 09, 2016 4:24:54 PM



 energy/climate
 week sometime
 in March. We
 are aiming to air
 this during the
 week of March
 21st- 25th. The
 idea is to air a
 piece or air an
 interview with
 someone
 involved in this
 issue each night
 during the
 week. One of
 the issues that
 we would like to
 profile is Florida
 and climate.
 Any chance that
 Gov. Scott
 might have
 some time in
 the next month
 to sit down for
 an interview
 with Chris about
 these issues?
 Chris would be
 happy to travel
 down to Florida,
 and come to
 Gov. Scott to
 interview him in
 person. We’d
 just need about
 30 minutes of
 his time.

Let me know if
 he might have
 any availability.
 Chris would be
 thrilled to able
 to interview him.

sheara.braun@msnbc.com

2/2,
 2:41PM

Charlotte
 Fisher

BBC I am a producer
 working for BBC
 Radio Five Live
 and we are
 following the
 case of Michael
 Lambrix who is
 on Death Row
 and due to be
 executed on
 February 11th.

Our interest in
 this case is that
 we are following
 the journey of a

charlottef4@gmail.com



 British man, Jan
 Arriens, who set
 up a charity
 called Lifelines
 many years ago
 where more
 than 1000
 people write to
 people on death
 row all over the
 World. As well
 as founding the
 organisation
 Jan has written
 to Mike Lambrix
 for over 25
 years.

I came out to
 Florida and
 interviewed
 both men back
 in 1999 for
 British TV - it
 was the first
 occasion the
 two met face to
 face. Jan is
 returning next
 week to see
 Mike Lambrix
 with his family
 and we are
 following his
 journey.

We would very
 much like to
 interview you on
 the wider
 context of the
 use of the
 Death Penalty
 in Florida. We
 are also
 contacting the
 state attorney in
 the 20th judicial
 circuit where
 the murders
 happened but
 he is currently
 in court
 prosecuting a
 death penalty
 case and so it is
 unlikely he will
 be available. It
 would be very
 useful to hear
 your views on
 the reasons and
 necessities for



 the Death
 Penalty in
 Florida.

We will be in
 Florida next
 week but would
 also be able to
 arrange an
 interview on a
 phone line of
 via a local
 studio, at your
 convenience
 later this week if
 you preferred.

Thank you so
 much for your
 assistance.

10/29,
 2:43PM

Anthony
 Cusumano

NBC 6
 Miami

I can imagine
 the Governor’s
 schedule has
 been very busy.
 I’m hoping next
 time he’s in
 Broward or
 Miami-Dade
 you may be
 able to find
 some time on
 his schedule to
 sit down for an
 interview with
 Jackie Nespral.
It would be great
 to have him on!

anthony.cusumano@nbcuni.com
DIRECT: 954-622-6369
CELL: 305-308-8526
NEWS DESK: 954-622-6111



Time Name Outlet Request Contact Deadline
2/23,
 12:38PM

Bill
 Cotterell

Tallahassee
 Democrat

Would you care to comment on
 this. Obvious trend, to me, is
 the governor has overseen
 decline of about 9,000 in total
 state employment and 10,000
 nearly in the Big Three (Career
 Service, Selected Exempt and
 Senior Management) personnel
 plans -- while adding a million
 or so to the private sector job
 count.

850-566-4313

wrcott43@aol.com

2/23, COB

2/23,
 10:24AM

Craig
 Pittman

Tampa Bay
 Times

Hi John,

After Marion Hammer
 demanded Gov. Scott abolish
 SWFWMD because of its
 lawsuit against the Skway Trap
 and Skeet Club, the water
 district today quietly dropped its
 lawsuit & won’t discuss why.

I’d like to know if the governor,
 chief of staff or anyone else in
 that office talked to the folks at
 SWFWMD about the situation
 and gave them direction on
 what to do about it.

It’s for a daily so I need this
 ASAP.

Thanks!

727-893-8530

fax 727-893-8675

craig@tampabay.com

2/23, COB

2/22,
 11:26AM

Lori Ann
 Lorocco

CNBC Thanks. You know if he wants
 to make the announcement on
 an endorsement we would love
 to give him the platform. Just
 let me know. We would love to
 have him!

Office: 201-735-3044

Cell: 201-618-1566

LoriAnn.Larocco@nbcuni.com

2/22,
 11:24AM

Neil Cavuto FOX, FOX
 Business

Hope you’re doing well! Wanted
 to see if Governor Scott is
 available on March 15th for an
 interview with Neil to discuss
 the Florida Primary? Neil will
 be live on the air from 12pm-
2pm ET on Fox Business and
 from 4pm-5pm ET on Fox
 News.

Office: (212) 301-5209

Cell: (347) 237-2664

Shelby.vest@foxnews.com

2/12,
 11:17AM

Melissa
 Giaimo

CNN
New Day

I’m submitting an early request
 for Governor Scott to join us in
 Miami. CNN’s GOP Debate is
 Thurs, March 10 in Miami. And
 Wed, March 9 is Univision’s
 Democratic Debate. Chris
 Cuomo and Alisyn Camerota
 will host New Day from Miami
 at least March 10/11. We’re live
 6-9A.

+1-202-297-5247 cell

+1-202-351-4406 work

melissa.giaimo@turner.com

2/16,
 8:09AM

Virginia
 Norton

Judicature
 Magazine

Good morning Jackie, this is the
 information I mentioned I would
 forward to you. Please let me
 know if you have any
 questions. And, I can provide
 Judge Norton's cell if you would
 like to speak with her directly.
 Many thanks ! Karen

----- Forwarded Message -----
From: nrtnvirginia@aol.com

nrtnvirginia@aol.com

From: Schenone  Lauren
To: Press
Subject: Call log
Date: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 1:23:49 PM



To: karenbowling@comcast.net
Sent: Mon, 08 Feb 2016
 14:48:24 -0000 (UTC)
Subject: Judicature Magazine

Dear Karen,

Thank you so much for
 agreeing to reach out to
 Governor Scott concerning
 Judicature Magazine.

Judicature Magazine is
 published four times a year by
 the Duke University School of
 Law Judicial Studies LLM
 Program. Initially, the School
 envisioned that the LLM
 Program would produce a law
 review type periodical on an
 annual basis. However, the
 School had the opportunity to
 purchase Judicature Magazine
 from the American Judicature
 Society in 2014.

I am the Editor-in-Chief of the
 2016 Summer Issue! I would
 love for Governor Scott to be a
 part of my issue!:)

The web page, 
https://law.duke.edu/judicature/,
 gives a detailed description of
 the Magazine. The web page
 also provides a sample issue.
 As you can see, many
 distinguished individuals,
 including United States
 Supreme Court Justices, have
 participated. Governor Scott
 would be the first Governor to
 participate in Judicature
 Magazine since the LLM
 Program took charge of
 production. If Governor Scott
 would be so gracious to
 participate, I would like to
 interview him on his philosophy
 concerning judicial selection,
 access to the courts, etc.
 Obviously, I would be happy to
 agree to any restrictions on
 questions, etc.

I have attached a copy of my
 CV to this e-mail. In addition to
 my CV, Governor Scott might
 be interested in the fact that I
 was the Chairperson of the
 Florida Teenage Republicans
 from 1989 to 1990. Please let
 me know if I need to provide
 any additional information to
 you! Thanks so much for all of
 your help!

Virginia

2/2,
 2:41PM

Charlotte
 Fisher

BBC I am a producer working for
 BBC Radio Five Live and we
 are following the case of
 Michael Lambrix who is on
 Death Row and due to be
 executed on February 11th.

Our interest in this case is that
 we are following the journey of
 a British man, Jan Arriens, who

charlottef4@gmail.com



 set up a charity called Lifelines
 many years ago where more
 than 1000 people write to
 people on death row all over
 the World. As well as founding
 the organisation Jan has
 written to Mike Lambrix for over
 25 years.

I came out to Florida and
 interviewed both men back in
 1999 for British TV - it was the
 first occasion the two met face
 to face. Jan is returning next
 week to see Mike Lambrix with
 his family and we are following
 his journey.

We would very much like to
 interview you on the wider
 context of the use of the Death
 Penalty in Florida. We are also
 contacting the state attorney in
 the 20th judicial circuit where
 the murders happened but he
 is currently in court prosecuting
 a death penalty case and so it
 is unlikely he will be available.
 It would be very useful to hear
 your views on the reasons and
 necessities for the Death
 Penalty in Florida.

We will be in Florida next week
 but would also be able to
 arrange an interview on a
 phone line of via a local studio,
 at your convenience later this
 week if you preferred.

Thank you so much for your
 assistance.

10/29,
 2:43PM

Anthony
 Cusumano

NBC 6
 Miami

I can imagine the Governor’s
 schedule has been very busy.
 I’m hoping next time he’s in
 Broward or Miami-Dade you
 may be able to find some time
 on his schedule to sit down for
 an interview with Jackie
 Nespral.
It would be great to have him
 on!

anthony.cusumano@nbcuni.com
DIRECT: 954-622-6369
CELL: 305-308-8526
NEWS DESK: 954-622-6111

From: Schenone, Lauren 
Sent: Thursday, February 18, 2016 5:58 PM
To: _Press < Press@eog.myflorida.com>
Subject: Call log



From: Schenone, Lauren
To: Schutz, Jackie; Bustamante, Jeri
Subject: DRAFT QA 2 10 16
Date: Tuesday, February 09, 2016 5:26:36 PM
Attachments: 2 10 16 QA.docx

Lauren Schenone
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Rick Scott
Lauren.Schenone@eog.myflorida.com
850.717.9282



Q&A February 10, 2016 
 
LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
 
Q: Yesterday, Marion Hammer released a statement calling for you to investigate 
the South Florida Water Management District. Will you investigate? 

• I am confident water management board members and the NRA can work 
together on a solution that is good for everyone 

If pressed:  
• Again, I think they can come to a resolution without drastic action.  

 
Q: The Senate says you're advocating for an increase in property taxes to pay for 
a big increase in public school spending. What's your reaction? 

• That’s not true. I want to cut as many taxes and fees as I can. 
• We maintained the millage rate at the current levels.  
• When home values rise, that is a good thing for families in our state. 

 
Q: Will you support the alimony reform bill that will end permanent alimony and 
push judges toward granting 50-50 time-sharing custody between parents?  

• I haven’t seen this bill.  
 
Q: Do you support legislation that would outlaw LGBT discrimination? 

• I don’t believe anyone should be discriminated against, but I haven’t seen 
the legislation 

 
Q: Do you support legislation allowing some people to carry concealed weapons 
on college campuses? 

• I haven’t seen this specific legislation but I am a strong supporter of the 
second amendment.  

If pressed:  
• It is important to keep schools and students safe, but I haven’t seen specific 

legislation. 
 

Q: Do you support open carry? 
• I haven’t seen this specific legislation but I am a strong supporter of the 

second amendment.  
 
Q: Will you support legislation requiring a unanimous verdict from the jury in 
order to recommend the death penalty? 

• I don’t know the details of this bill but I will review it if it reaches my desk. 
 
Q: Do you think Florida should move forward with the scheduled execution in 
March even after attorneys are calling for the Florida Supreme Court should 
determine how to apply the recent U.S. Supreme Court ruling that the state's 
death penalty system is unconstitutional? 



• We will wait to see what the court says. Obviously, we will continue to 
follow the law. 

 
Q: Florida leads in the U.S. in new H.I.V cases after you cut funding at the 
Department of Health? Doesn’t that concern you? 

• Florida is spending a record $34 million on HIV and AIDS prevention this 
year and Dr. Armstrong is committed to doing he can to prevent the spread 
of this disease. 

• If pressed on staff reductions:  
• We are always looking for efficiencies in state government but staff reductions 

did not impact the surveillance, education, prevention, counseling, testing, 
care and treatment of HIV/AIDS patients. 

 
Q: A senate panel wants voters to choose the Commissioner of Education and 
the Secretary of State.  What are your thoughts on these proposals? 

• I don’t see a need for either of these bills. 
 

Q: Are you worried you are not going to get YOUR tax cut or YOUR EFI bill done? 
It looks like you are not getting anything important to YOU done this session? 

• I am very confident that we will ALL be successful this session. 
• We started the session strong by signing into law the President’s unique 

abilities legislation and the Speaker’s water legislation, and I expect to end 
the session strong with a $1 billion tax cut and a $250 million dedicated 
Florida Enterprise Fund 

 
ZIKA 
 
Q: The Department of Health has cut hundreds of positions at county health 
departments, including 20 positions in Hillsborough where there are cases of 
Zika. Do you think this will impact emergency response? 

• Absolutely not.  
• These position reductions have not affected emergency readiness capabilities or 

impacted the delivery of services at the Department of Health.  
• In the event of any emergency, we’ll work with Dr. Armstrong to make sure the 

Department of Health has all of the resources needed to keep families safe. 
 
Q: Is this just an attempt to score political points?  

• Absolutely not. With over 20 million residents and a 100 million tourists, Florida is 
an international destination for tourism and many of our airports are major hubs 
for international travel, especially with Latin America. 

• Florida has seen mosquito-borne diseases in the past go from imported to local 
(Dengue, Chikaguna) – our preparedness then ensured that those diseases did 
not become statewide outbreaks.   

 
Q: Is it safe for Florida women to get pregnant?  



• Yes. At this time, Florida has 16 travel-related cases of Zika, which were 
contracted out of the state. 

• None of the current cases involve pregnant women.  
 
Seminole Compact   
 
Q: It looks like the compact you signed could be in legislation soon. Are you 
encouraged by yesterday’s committees? 

• The compact is a good deal for our state but I will respect whatever the 
President and Speaker decide to do. 
 

Q: Why do you think this is the best deal the state could get? 
• I am proud that we negotiated a compact with the Seminoles that is the 

largest revenue share guarantee in history at $3 billion.  This is three times 
larger than the prior compact.  It will also generate 4,800 new direct and 
indirect jobs with an additional 14,500 direct and indirect construction jobs. 

• This compact provides certainty and stability while giving the legislature flexibility 
for future policy decisions.  It also limits the expansion of gaming in the state. 

  
Q: Do you think there should be a Constitutional amendment – as pushed by the 
Florida House - requiring that future gambling licenses get statewide voter 
approval? 

• Today, we are focused on what is in the compact. That is the first step in 
right now. There is no language like that in the compact, but I know this is 
an issue that some legislative members are interested in exploring and we 
look forward to working with them to reach a positive outcome for the state 
of Florida, even on issues outside of the compact agreement itself.    

   
Q: Outside of the compact, do you generally support the expansion of gaming in 
Florida? 

• I believe that Floridians in local communities where gaming expansion is 
being considered should have a say on it.   

• This compact is a good deal for the state because it creates a cap on the amount 
of gaming that can be offered by the Seminole Tribe and limits the expansion of 
gaming in the state. 

  
Q: Do you think fantasy sports is gambling and how should the legislature 
regulate that? 

• The compact does not directly address this.  I know there are proposals 
going through the legislature and I will review them if they reach my desk. 

 
2016 
 
Q: What did you think about the New Hampshire primary? 

• It has been good to see the voters in New Hampshire and Iowa weigh in. 



• I will continue to watch the primaries like every other voter.  I am still listening to 
the candidates’ plans to create jobs and I haven’t made a decision yet.  I am not 
sure who I will endorse or vote for yet, but I will make sure to let you know. 

 
Q: Your recent op-ed on Trump seems like an endorsement.  Why are you picking 
Trump over Bush and Rubio? 

• I am not currently endorsing any candidate.  We have a lot of great 
candidates who are running, including Bush and Rubio.  Both Jeb and 
Marco have done a great job highlighting all of the great things happening 
in Florida.   

• Jeb is very focused on creating a world-class education system and Marco has 
been very vocal about ending the oppressive Castro regime in Cuba. 

• But, I came in as an outsider focused on creating jobs and I think voters are 
continuing to look for candidates with new ideas and new energy for job creation. 

 
Q: What made you decide to do the op-ed? 

• Americans are frustrated, including myself, with the President and his 
takeover of our economy. 

• There is no reason that we have so many taxes and regulations that are making 
it unaffordable to start a business.  That’s the American Dream! 

• We need a president who will have a robust plan for job creation.  And, I will 
continue to listen to all of the candidates and their ideas to grow our national 
economy. 

 
Q: Do you talk to Trump often? 

• I talk to most of the Republican candidates frequently. 
 
Q: What do you think about Donald Trump’s controversial remarks on Muslims, 
immigrants and veterans?  Do you think he is offensive? 

• I think people in Washington are still trying to figure out why Trump is 
doing so well, but the reality is that he is saying what he thinks. He is not 
being politically correct. I think a lot of people find that refreshing. 

• But, the primaries are only just beginning and I hope every candidate will talk 
more about their plans to grow our economy. 

• If pressed:  
• I don’t agree with everything he says. 
• But again - Americans are frustrated, including myself, with the President and his 

takeover of our economy.  This shouldn’t just be the frustration of one candidate, 
but every candidate! 
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Q&A February 19, 2016 
 
NEWS OF THE DAY 
 
Q: What do you think of the 18 year old accused of impersonating a doctor in 
Palm Beach? 

• DOH has worked hard to hold him accountable.  
• You should contact them for more details.  

Q: Do you think President Obama did the right thing by not attending Justice 
Scalia’s funeral?  

• Justice Scalia was a great leader in our country and my thoughts and 
prayers are with his family during this difficult time.  

 
Q: Do you think President Obama should visit Cuba? 

• First - President Obama has failed us with this new failed policy between 
Obama and the Castro brothers. 

• The Castro regime continues to undermine U.S. national security interests by 
sponsoring acts of terrorism.  

• I will continue to stand with the pro-democracy movement in Cuba and Florida in 
their fight against the Obama-Castro pact.  

 
Q: Will you support a bill that would keep certain refugees out of Florida? 

• I will review any legislation that makes it to my desk.  
If pressed: 

• What I’ve said in the past, particularly with the Syrian refugee crisis is that the 
President wants us to trust their vetting process but has given us little faith that 
they can properly check the background of every refugee coming into our 
country. 

• It is troubling that we cannot get information on the refugees they are sending to 
our states so we can make the best decision for our residents.  

• The state can only do so much and that is why I asked Congress to stop in and 
take immediate action to stop the President form using any tax dollars to fund the 
relocation of Syrian refugees from Florida. 

 
Q: What’s the latest on the request your office sent to the U.S. Army Corps to 
move water south to ease flooding in the Everglades?  

• I requested the U.S. Army Corps move more water south and I appreciate 
their quick action to ease effects of flooding in the Everglades. 

• This action will help prevent a die off of wildlife whose habitat is currently flooded 
and eventually relieve pressure from discharges to the Estuaries.   

 
Background:  

• This year I recommended the state:  
o Create a dedicated source of funding that will ensure that $5 billion is 

invested in Everglades restoration over the next 20 years. 



 This funding will ensure that the state is able to fund its share of 
restoration projects and the construction of the C-43 and C-44 
reservoirs – projects that will provide almost 100 billion gallons 
of water storage to protect the St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee 
estuaries.  

• Include a $151 million investment in Everglades restoration for the upcoming 
fiscal year. 

Q: Will you pardon “Groveland Four” who were accused of raping a white woman 
in 1949? 

• As always, we will follow the clemency process and review any case that is 
brought in front of us. 

If pressed,  
• As you know, I don’t have sole authority over this and it needs to come before 

the board.  
 
Q: Marion Hammer released a statement calling on you to abolish the South 
Florida Water Management District. Will you investigate or abolish the water 
management district? 

• I am confident water management board members and the NRA can work 
together on a solution that is good for everyone. 

If pressed:  
• I think they can come to a resolution without drastic action.  

 
Q: It looks like the compact you signed could be in legislation soon. Are you 
encouraged by how it is going through the legislature? 

• As I have always said, the compact is a good deal for our state - it will 
generate thousands of jobs and have a large economic impact across our 
state - but I will respect whatever the President and Speaker decide to do. 

 
Q: The Senate says you're advocating for an increase in property taxes to pay for 
an increase in public school spending.  Sen. Gaetz also says your plan to fund 
education is a “property tax increase on small businesses and families.”  What is 
your response? 

• I want to cut as many taxes and fees as I can.  That’s why I am working with 
the Legislature to cut $1 billion in taxes this year – on top of the 50 taxes 
we have already cut. 

• When home values rise, that is a good thing for families in our state. 
 

Q: Will you support the alimony reform bill that will end permanent alimony and 
push judges toward granting 50-50 time-sharing custody between parents?  

• I haven’t seen this bill yet.  
 
Q: Legislation to outlaw LGBT discrimination is dead in the legislature now.  
Don’t you think Florida needs to extend civil rights protections to gay, bisexual 
and transgender Floridians? 



• I don’t believe anyone should be discriminated against, but I haven’t seen 
that specific legislation. 

 
Q: Will you support legislation requiring a unanimous verdict from the jury in 
order to recommend the death penalty? 

• I haven’t reviewed this legislation yet – but, it is my most solemn duty to 
uphold the law and my top concern is always for the families of these 
victims. 

 
Q: Do you support legislation allowing some people to carry concealed weapons 
on college campuses? 

• I haven’t reviewed this legislation yet, but I am a strong supporter of the 
second amendment.  

If pressed:  
• It is important to keep schools and students safe, but I haven’t seen specific 

legislation. 
 

Q: Do you support open carry? 
• I haven’t reviewed this legislation yet, but I am a strong supporter of the 

second amendment.  
 
Q: Do you think Florida should move forward with the scheduled execution in 
March even after attorneys are calling for the Florida Supreme Court should 
determine how to apply the recent U.S. Supreme Court ruling that the state's 
death penalty system is unconstitutional? 

• We will wait to see what the court says. Obviously, we will continue to 
follow the law. 

 
Q: Florida leads in the U.S. in new H.I.V cases after you cut funding at the 
Department of Health? Doesn’t that concern you? 

• Florida is spending a record $34 million on HIV and AIDS prevention this 
year and Dr. Armstrong is committed to doing he can to prevent the spread 
of this disease. 

• If pressed on staff reductions:  
• We are always looking for efficiencies in state government but staff reductions 

did not impact the surveillance, education, prevention, counseling, testing, 
care and treatment of HIV/AIDS patients. 

 
Q: A senate panel wants voters to choose the Commissioner of Education and 
the Secretary of State.  What are your thoughts on these proposals? 

• I don’t see a need for either of these bills. 
 

Q: Are you worried you are not going to get YOUR tax cut or YOUR EFI bill done? 
It looks like you are not getting anything important to YOU done this session? 

• I am very confident that we will ALL be successful this session. 



• We started the session strong by signing into law the President’s unique 
abilities legislation and the Speaker’s water legislation, and I expect to end 
the session strong with a $1 billion tax cut and a $250 million dedicated 
Florida Enterprise Fund 

 
Q: The Department of Health has cut hundreds of positions at county health 
departments, including 20 positions in Hillsborough where there are cases of 
Zika. Do you think this will impact emergency response? 

• Absolutely not.  
• These position reductions have not affected emergency readiness capabilities or 

impacted the delivery of services at the Department of Health.  
• In the event of any emergency, we’ll work with Dr. Armstrong to make sure the 

Department of Health has all of the resources needed to keep families safe. 
 
Q: Do you think there should be a Constitutional amendment requiring that future 
gambling licenses get statewide voter approval? 

• I know this is an issue that some legislative members are interested in 
exploring and we look forward to working with them to reach a positive 
outcome for the state of Florida, even on issues outside of the compact 
agreement itself.    

   
Q: Outside of the compact, do you generally support the expansion of gaming in 
Florida? 

• I believe that Floridians in local communities where gaming expansion is 
being considered should have a say on it.   

• This compact is a good deal for the state because it creates a cap on the amount 
of gaming that can be offered by the Seminole Tribe and limits the expansion of 
gaming in the state. 

  
Q: Do you think fantasy sports is gambling and how should the legislature 
regulate that? 

• The compact does not directly address this.  I know there are proposals 
going through the legislature and I will review them if they reach my desk. 

 
2016 
 
Q: What do you think about the Pope calling Donald Trump’s immigration ideas 
‘non-Christian’?  

• I haven’t seen that but when it comes to immigration in our country I know 
a lot of people are frustrated with the President Obama’s policy on 
immigration and I hope the final outcome will be that President Obama is 
forced to work with Congress to achieve real and meaningful immigration 
reform in our country. 
 

Q: Do you agree with Nikki Haley endorsing Marco Rubio for President? 



• I am not currently endorsing any candidate.  We have a lot of great 
candidates who are running, including Bush and Rubio.  Both Jeb and 
Marco have done a great job highlighting all of the great things happening 
in Florida.   

• Jeb is very focused on creating a world-class education system and Marco has 
been very vocal about ending the oppressive Castro regime in Cuba. 

• But, I came in as an outsider focused on creating jobs and I think voters are 
continuing to look for candidates with new ideas and new energy for job creation. 

 
Q: Who do you think will win the South Carolina primary? 

• It has been good to see the voters in New Hampshire and Iowa weigh in. 
• I will continue to watch the primaries like every other voter.  I am still listening to 

the candidates’ plans to create jobs and I haven’t made a decision yet.  I am not 
sure who I will endorse or vote for yet, but I will make sure to let you know. 

 
Q: Your recent op-ed on Trump seems like an endorsement.  Why are you picking 
Trump over Bush and Rubio? 

• I am not currently endorsing any candidate.  We have a lot of great 
candidates who are running, including Bush and Rubio.  Both Jeb and 
Marco have done a great job highlighting all of the great things happening 
in Florida.   

• Jeb is very focused on creating a world-class education system and Marco has 
been very vocal about ending the oppressive Castro regime in Cuba. 

• But, I came in as an outsider focused on creating jobs and I think voters are 
continuing to look for candidates with new ideas and new energy for job creation. 

 
Q: Do you talk to Trump often? 

• I talk to most of the Republican candidates frequently. 
 
Q: What do you think about Donald Trump’s controversial remarks on Muslims, 
immigrants and veterans?  Do you think he is offensive? 

• I think people in Washington are still trying to figure out why Trump is 
doing so well, but the reality is that he is saying what he thinks. He is not 
being politically correct. I think a lot of people find that refreshing. 

• But, the primaries are only just beginning and I hope every candidate will talk 
more about their plans to grow our economy. 

• If pressed:  
• I don’t agree with everything he says. 
• But again - Americans are frustrated, including myself, with the President and his 

takeover of our economy.  This shouldn’t just be the frustration of one candidate, 
but every candidate! 
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Q&A February 24, 2016 

NEWS OF THE DAY 

Q: Why did you attack AFP yesterday? 
• I know Bill Johnson expressed concerns with their ad but what’s great is 

that the Florida House passed historic legislation today to create the new 
Florida Enterprise Fund.  

• This is a great step and I will continue working with the legislature in the 
weeks ahead to make Florida first for job creation. 
 

Q: Are you worried Dr. Armstrong won’t be confirmed? 
• Dr. Armstrong is doing a great job at DOH and has been laser focused on 

keeping everyone in the state informed about Zika. In fact, we just testified 
before Congress on our preparedness efforts.  

• As a patient undergoing treatment for cancer he has made it his priority to 
make Florida the cancer research capital of the world. We have been able 
to commit HOLD for cancer research.  
 

Q: Did you or any of your staff direct SWFWMD to drop their lawsuit against a 
skeet club in Pinellas Park? 

• I’m glad SWFWMD and the skeet club are working together on a solution 
that is good for everyone. 

Q: Will you sign legislation to remove a statue of a Confederate General from 
Statuary Hall in Washington DC? 

• Yes, I will sign it if the legislation passes. 
 

Q: Do you still support Uber even after an Uber driver was accused of killing six 
in Michigan? 

• First, my heart goes out to the victims and their families. You cannot 
imagine something like that happening. 

• Regarding bills going through the legislature, local governments and special 
interests should not be picking winners and losers in the free market 

• We clearly need a statewide solution that will let innovative companies like Uber 
and Lyft freely compete. 

• I hope we can find a way to allow these companies to compete that is fair for the 
companies and safe for consumers. That is something I would support. 

  
Q: Why are you supporting the mandatory minimum sentences bill? 

• I listened to law enforcement leaders including the Police Chiefs 
Association and the Sheriffs Association on this bill and I am proud to sign 
it today.  

 
Q: Do you support the pension reform bill that’s going through the Legislature?  

• I know this is a priority for Mayor Lenny Curry and I will review any final 
legislation that makes it to my desk. 



If pressed on what the meeting is about,  
• I meet with mayors all the time and look forward to meeting with Mayor Curry.  

 
Q: Are you worried you are not going to get YOUR tax cut or YOUR EFI bill done? 
It looks like you are not getting anything important to YOU done this session? 

• I am very confident that we will ALL be successful this session. 
• We started the session strong by signing into law the President’s unique 

abilities legislation and the Speaker’s water legislation, and I expect to end 
the session strong with a $1 billion tax cut and a $250 million dedicated 
Florida Enterprise Fund 

 
Q: What’s the latest on the request your office sent to the U.S. Army Corps to 
move water south to ease flooding in the Everglades?  

• I requested the U.S. Army Corps agreed to move more water south and I 
appreciate their quick action to ease effects of flooding in the Everglades. 

• This action will help prevent a die off of wildlife whose habitat is currently flooded 
and eventually relieve pressure from discharges to the Estuaries.   

 

Background:  

• This year I recommended the state:  
o Create a dedicated source of funding that will ensure that $5 billion is 

invested in Everglades restoration over the next 20 years. 
 This funding will ensure that the state is able to fund its share of 

restoration projects and the construction of the C-43 and C-44 
reservoirs – projects that will provide almost 100 billion gallons 
of water storage to protect the St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee 
estuaries.  

• Include a $151 million investment in Everglades restoration for the upcoming 
fiscal year. 

 
Q: It looks like the compact you signed could be in legislation soon. Are you 
encouraged by how it is going through the legislature? 

• As I have always said, the compact is a good deal for our state - it will 
generate thousands of jobs and have a large economic impact across our 
state - but I will respect whatever the President and Speaker decide to do. 

 
Q: The Senate says you're advocating for an increase in property taxes to pay for 
an increase in public school spending.  Sen. Gaetz also says your plan to fund 
education is a “property tax increase on small businesses and families.”  What is 
your response? 

• I want to cut as many taxes and fees as I can.  That’s why I am working with 
the Legislature to cut $1 billion in taxes this year – on top of the 50 taxes 
we have already cut. 

• When home values rise, that is a good thing for families in our state. 



 
Q: Will you support the alimony reform bill that will end permanent alimony and 
push judges toward granting 50-50 time-sharing custody between parents?  

• I haven’t seen this bill yet.  
 
Q: Legislation to outlaw LGBT discrimination is dead in the legislature now.  
Don’t you think Florida needs to extend civil rights protections to gay, bisexual 
and transgender Floridians? 

• I don’t believe anyone should be discriminated against, but I haven’t seen 
that specific legislation. 

 
Q: Will you support legislation requiring a unanimous verdict from the jury in 
order to recommend the death penalty? 

• I haven’t reviewed this legislation yet – but, it is my most solemn duty to 
uphold the law and my top concern is always for the families of these 
victims. 

 
Q: Do you support legislation allowing some people to carry concealed weapons 
on college campuses? 

• I haven’t reviewed this legislation yet, but I am a strong supporter of the 
second amendment.  

If pressed:  
• It is important to keep schools and students safe, but I haven’t seen specific 

legislation. 
 

Q: Do you support open carry? 
• I haven’t reviewed this legislation yet, but I am a strong supporter of the 

second amendment.  
 
Q: Do you think Florida should move forward with the scheduled execution in 
March even after attorneys are calling for the Florida Supreme Court should 
determine how to apply the recent U.S. Supreme Court ruling that the state's 
death penalty system is unconstitutional? 

• We will wait to see what the court says. Obviously, we will continue to 
follow the law. 

 
Q: A senate panel wants voters to choose the Commissioner of Education and 
the Secretary of State.  What are your thoughts on these proposals? 

• I don’t see a need for either of these bills. 
 
Q: Do you think there should be a Constitutional amendment requiring that future 
gambling licenses get statewide voter approval? 

• I know this is an issue that some legislative members are interested in 
exploring and we look forward to working with them to reach a positive 
outcome for the state of Florida, even on issues outside of the compact 
agreement itself.    



   
Q: Outside of the compact, do you generally support the expansion of gaming in 
Florida? 

• I believe that Floridians in local communities where gaming expansion is 
being considered should have a say on it.   

• This compact is a good deal for the state because it creates a cap on the amount 
of gaming that can be offered by the Seminole Tribe and limits the expansion of 
gaming in the state. 

  
Q: Do you think fantasy sports is gambling and how should the legislature 
regulate that? 

• The compact does not directly address this.  I know there are proposals 
going through the legislature and I will review them if they reach my desk. 

 
Q: Do you think President Obama should visit Cuba? 

• First - President Obama has failed us with this new failed policy between 
Obama and the Castro brothers. 

• The Castro regime continues to undermine U.S. national security interests by 
sponsoring acts of terrorism.  

• I will continue to stand with the pro-democracy movement in Cuba and Florida in 
their fight against the Obama-Castro pact.  

. 
Q: Will you support a bill that would keep certain refugees out of Florida? 

• I will review any legislation that makes it to my desk.  
If pressed: 

• What I’ve said in the past, particularly with the Syrian refugee crisis is that the 
President wants us to trust their vetting process but has given us little faith that 
they can properly check the background of every refugee coming into our 
country. 

• It is troubling that we cannot get information on the refugees they are sending to 
our states so we can make the best decision for our residents.  

• The state can only do so much and that is why I asked Congress to stop in and 
take immediate action to stop the President form using any tax dollars to fund the 
relocation of Syrian refugees from Florida. 

 
Q: Will you pardon “Groveland Four” who were accused of raping a white woman 
in 1949? 

• As always, we will follow the clemency process and review any case that is 
brought in front of us. 

If pressed,  
• As you know, I don’t have sole authority over this and it needs to come before 

the board.  
 
2016 
 
Q: Do you think Jeb Bush dropped out of the presidential race too early?  



• That decision was up to Jeb and his family. I think he worked hard during 
his campaign and was very focused on highlighting all the great things 
happening here in Florida, including the world-class education system 
while he was governor here in Florida. I wish him all the best. 

 
Q: Are you glad Donald Trump won the Nevada caucus? 

• It has been good to see the voters across the country weigh in. 
• I will continue to watch the primaries like every other voter.  I am still listening to 

the candidates’ plans to create jobs and I haven’t made a decision yet.  I am not 
sure who I will endorse or vote for yet, but I will make sure to let you know. 

 
Q: Your op-ed on Trump seems like an endorsement.  When will you endorse 
him? 

• I am not currently endorsing any candidate.  We have a lot of great 
candidates who are running.  Both Marco and Jeb, when he was running, 
have done a great job highlighting all of the great things happening in 
Florida.   

• But, I came in as an outsider focused on creating jobs and I think voters are 
continuing to look for candidates with new ideas and new energy for job creation. 

 
Q: Do you talk to Trump often? 

• I talk to most of the Republican candidates frequently. 
 
Q: What do you think about Donald Trump’s controversial remarks on Muslims, 
immigrants and veterans?  Do you think he is offensive? 

• I think people in Washington are still trying to figure out why Trump is 
doing so well, but the reality is that he is saying what he thinks. He is not 
being politically correct. I think a lot of people find that refreshing. 

• But, the primaries are only just beginning and I hope every candidate will talk 
more about their plans to grow our economy. 

• If pressed:  
• I don’t agree with everything he says. 
• But again - Americans are frustrated, including myself, with the President and his 

takeover of our economy.  This shouldn’t just be the frustration of one candidate, 
but every candidate! 

 
 
 
 



From: Governor Rick Scott
To: "DEP (public.services@dep.state.fl.us)"; Carey, Amanda
Cc: Sunburst
Subject: FW: Former Basin Board Member Backs Up claims of SWFWMD misconduct
Date: Monday, February 15, 2016 12:29:20 PM

From: MPHammer1@aol.com [mailto:MPHammer1@aol.com] 
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 8:10 AM
To: MPHammer1@aol.com
Subject: Former Basin Board Member Backs Up claims of SWFWMD misconduct
-------- Original message --------
From: Terry England Date: 02/14/2016 6:22 PM (GMT-05:00) 
To: rick.scott@eog.myflorida.com 
Subject: SWFWMD / Skyway issues 

Dear Governor Scott,

SWFWMD / Skyway Trap and Skeet issues - 

In my opinion, the case is actually an "eminent domain / buyer beware" situation gone wrong and Ms.
 Hammer's chronological series of events is the most accurate I have ever read. I was the longest serving
 member of any of the Basin Boards appointed twice by Bush and twice by Christ, because Brooksville
 staff wanted me reappointed because "I ask good questions". 

In 1975 SWFWMD convinced a judge that along with the 315 acres of cat tails they owned at Sawgrass
 Lake they also needed Skyway's 15 acres which was used as their "Drop Zone". Remember, Emanate
 Domain is to be used for "taking", by the government "for the good of the public", and not necessarily "for
 the good of the raccoons and opossums".

The judge in 1975 granted a "Shot Drop Zone Easement" on the land the SWFWMD insisted on taking. 

Fast forward 25 years and DEP threatens to sue SWFWMD over high levels of lead coming out of the
 pipes draining Sawgrass Lake. There is no clear indication that the elevated levels of lead are coming
 from shot anymore than runoff from I-275 or surround neighborhoods. 

After listening to SWFWMD "legal council" for a year and a half about how they were going to "go after
 this gun club" and occasionally mentioning a "shot easement", I finally asked "How in the heck did they
 ever get granted a Shot Easement on OUR property, unless it was originally their's and we took in in an
 Eminent Domain taking and a judge granted them a Shot Easement?" 

To which they sheepishly answered "Well yes Mr. England, that is actually what happened". So I said
 something like "Let me see if I have this straight, we 'took' their property from them 30 years ago, didn't
 do our due diligence and now want to sue them over possible lead contamination - you better hope for a
 bench trial because in a jury trial we are going to get our ass handed to us." 

The tenacious SWFWMD Legal staff wanted to press on, and they scoffed at me when I suggested that
 we swap 15 or 20 acres of some the 165,000 acres SWFWMD controls for the Skyway site, so we can
 clean it up and create better access to the park from US -19 rather than through the residential
 neighborhood and give Skyway a place to go. They said "We would never do that and we're going to
 make them clean it up". I pulled them to the side and said "They are a Not for Profit Club and Judges,
 mayors, attorneys, sheriffs along with the public shoot out there and I don't think we should screw with
 them". Legal Council's answer was "too bad we're going after them". 

A week or two later I learned that the SWFWMD director had been summoned to Tallahassee for a
 meeting with Governor Bush on a Friday which was out of the ordinary. That Sunday night I got a call



 from a SWFWMD staff member and they said "You were exactly right, the Governor ordered it 'settled'
 and that he didn't need the NRA all over his ass." 

Monday morning a press release went out saying something to the effect that "A break through had been
 reached and that SWFWMD was going to clean up the site, build a berm of sufficient height to contain
 the shot on the Skyway property and drop any law suits." - funny how that happened. 

As a background, here is how I got tangled up in this mess

1) In the 1980's members of the Board of Directors at the Chamber knew I was a diver and spent a lot of
 time out in the Gulf

2) When Florida Power Corporation proposed a De-sal plant at Anclote River (Yes that was the first
 location) they sent me to the FPC dog and pony show to investigate. While there I had a conversation
 with then County Commissioner Todd 

3) Commissioner Todd invited me to represent the Chamber at 1995 "Year of the Gulf" symposium
 celebrating 500th year since the discovery of the Gulf of Mexico. 

4) When Leslie Waters was running for a Fla. State House seat she heard I knew a little about the De-sal
 issues and she hunted me down. I told her "De-sal is a bad deal, too much stuff in the water column and
 too much pressure need to push through the the membranes - Brackish water Reverse Osmosis would
 use Pinellas County a a primary filter, so no critters to deal with, a lower salt concentrate and and would
 operate at 125 psi rather that 600 psi." When asked in a Public Forum with cameras rolling her opinion
 on De-sal she regurgitated my answer and made all the other candidates look stupid so she go elected.

5) Leslie was elected and when Jeb was looking for nominee appointments for the SWFWMD Basin
 Boards Leslie nominated me, I was approved by the Senate and appointed by Governor Bush. 

6) I was then appointed twice by Gov. Bush, which was quiet uncommon and twice by Gov Crist. I was
 paroled by Gov. Scott when he was looking for ways to reduce the size of Government. See the article
 attached below referenced in the subject line. 

7) I'm equally as happy with the positive things I was able to do on the Basin Board as I am with the the
 stupid things I was able to prevent SWFWMD from doing during my service. I did not always prevail in
 those efforts. 

http://www.tampabay.com/news/environment/water/on-orders-from-gov-scott-swiftmud-eliminates-seven-
basin-boards/1171474

I suggest we encourage the governor to have SWFWMD complete the necessary shot screening at the
 the District's expense for Skyway's continued existence as an established 85 year old sporting clays
 location in central Pinellas County. 

Terry England, former Pinellas - Anclote Basin Board member

IF GOVERNOR CAN ABOLISH SEVEN (7) Basin Boards, He can stat the ball rolling to abolish
 SWFWMD.

http://www.tampabay.com/news/environment/water/on-orders-from-gov-scott-swiftmud-eliminates-seven-
basin-boards/1171474



From: Governor Rick Scott
To: "DEP (public.services@dep.state.fl.us)"; Carey, Amanda
Cc: Sunburst
Subject: FW: Former Basin Board Member Backs Up claims of SWFWMD misconduct
Date: Monday, February 15, 2016 11:48:09 AM

From: MPHammer1@aol.com [mailto:MPHammer1@aol.com] 
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 8:10 AM
To: MPHammer1@aol.com
Subject: Former Basin Board Member Backs Up claims of SWFWMD misconduct
-------- Original message --------
From: Terry England Date: 02/14/2016 6:22 PM (GMT-05:00) 
To: rick.scott@eog.myflorida.com 
Subject: SWFWMD / Skyway issues 

Dear Governor Scott,

SWFWMD / Skyway Trap and Skeet issues - 

In my opinion, the case is actually an "eminent domain / buyer beware" situation gone wrong and Ms.
 Hammer's chronological series of events is the most accurate I have ever read. I was the longest serving
 member of any of the Basin Boards appointed twice by Bush and twice by Christ, because Brooksville
 staff wanted me reappointed because "I ask good questions". 

In 1975 SWFWMD convinced a judge that along with the 315 acres of cat tails they owned at Sawgrass
 Lake they also needed Skyway's 15 acres which was used as their "Drop Zone". Remember, Emanate
 Domain is to be used for "taking", by the government "for the good of the public", and not necessarily "for
 the good of the raccoons and opossums".

The judge in 1975 granted a "Shot Drop Zone Easement" on the land the SWFWMD insisted on taking. 

Fast forward 25 years and DEP threatens to sue SWFWMD over high levels of lead coming out of the
 pipes draining Sawgrass Lake. There is no clear indication that the elevated levels of lead are coming
 from shot anymore than runoff from I-275 or surround neighborhoods. 

After listening to SWFWMD "legal council" for a year and a half about how they were going to "go after
 this gun club" and occasionally mentioning a "shot easement", I finally asked "How in the heck did they
 ever get granted a Shot Easement on OUR property, unless it was originally their's and we took in in an
 Eminent Domain taking and a judge granted them a Shot Easement?" 

To which they sheepishly answered "Well yes Mr. England, that is actually what happened". So I said
 something like "Let me see if I have this straight, we 'took' their property from them 30 years ago, didn't
 do our due diligence and now want to sue them over possible lead contamination - you better hope for a
 bench trial because in a jury trial we are going to get our ass handed to us." 

The tenacious SWFWMD Legal staff wanted to press on, and they scoffed at me when I suggested that
 we swap 15 or 20 acres of some the 165,000 acres SWFWMD controls for the Skyway site, so we can
 clean it up and create better access to the park from US -19 rather than through the residential
 neighborhood and give Skyway a place to go. They said "We would never do that and we're going to
 make them clean it up". I pulled them to the side and said "They are a Not for Profit Club and Judges,
 mayors, attorneys, sheriffs along with the public shoot out there and I don't think we should screw with
 them". Legal Council's answer was "too bad we're going after them". 

A week or two later I learned that the SWFWMD director had been summoned to Tallahassee for a
 meeting with Governor Bush on a Friday which was out of the ordinary. That Sunday night I got a call



 from a SWFWMD staff member and they said "You were exactly right, the Governor ordered it 'settled'
 and that he didn't need the NRA all over his ass." 

Monday morning a press release went out saying something to the effect that "A break through had been
 reached and that SWFWMD was going to clean up the site, build a berm of sufficient height to contain
 the shot on the Skyway property and drop any law suits." - funny how that happened. 

As a background, here is how I got tangled up in this mess

1) In the 1980's members of the Board of Directors at the Chamber knew I was a diver and spent a lot of
 time out in the Gulf

2) When Florida Power Corporation proposed a De-sal plant at Anclote River (Yes that was the first
 location) they sent me to the FPC dog and pony show to investigate. While there I had a conversation
 with then County Commissioner Todd 

3) Commissioner Todd invited me to represent the Chamber at 1995 "Year of the Gulf" symposium
 celebrating 500th year since the discovery of the Gulf of Mexico. 

4) When Leslie Waters was running for a Fla. State House seat she heard I knew a little about the De-sal
 issues and she hunted me down. I told her "De-sal is a bad deal, too much stuff in the water column and
 too much pressure need to push through the the membranes - Brackish water Reverse Osmosis would
 use Pinellas County a a primary filter, so no critters to deal with, a lower salt concentrate and and would
 operate at 125 psi rather that 600 psi." When asked in a Public Forum with cameras rolling her opinion
 on De-sal she regurgitated my answer and made all the other candidates look stupid so she go elected.

5) Leslie was elected and when Jeb was looking for nominee appointments for the SWFWMD Basin
 Boards Leslie nominated me, I was approved by the Senate and appointed by Governor Bush. 

6) I was then appointed twice by Gov. Bush, which was quiet uncommon and twice by Gov Crist. I was
 paroled by Gov. Scott when he was looking for ways to reduce the size of Government. See the article
 attached below referenced in the subject line. 

7) I'm equally as happy with the positive things I was able to do on the Basin Board as I am with the the
 stupid things I was able to prevent SWFWMD from doing during my service. I did not always prevail in
 those efforts. 

http://www.tampabay.com/news/environment/water/on-orders-from-gov-scott-swiftmud-eliminates-seven-
basin-boards/1171474

I suggest we encourage the governor to have SWFWMD complete the necessary shot screening at the
 the District's expense for Skyway's continued existence as an established 85 year old sporting clays
 location in central Pinellas County. 

Terry England, former Pinellas - Anclote Basin Board member

IF GOVERNOR CAN ABOLISH SEVEN (7) Basin Boards, He can stat the ball rolling to abolish
 SWFWMD.

http://www.tampabay.com/news/environment/water/on-orders-from-gov-scott-swiftmud-eliminates-seven-
basin-boards/1171474



From: Miguel, Melinda
To: Cerio, Tim
Cc: Heekin, Jack
Subject: FW: Former Basin Board Member Backs Up claims of SWFWMD misconduct
Date: Monday, February 15, 2016 10:59:13 AM

From: MPHammer1@aol.com [mailto:MPHammer1@aol.com] 
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 8:10 AM
To: MPHammer1@aol.com
Subject: Former Basin Board Member Backs Up claims of SWFWMD misconduct
-------- Original message --------
From: Terry England Date: 02/14/2016 6:22 PM (GMT-05:00) 
To: rick.scott@eog.myflorida.com 
Subject: SWFWMD / Skyway issues 

Dear Governor Scott,

SWFWMD / Skyway Trap and Skeet issues - 

In my opinion, the case is actually an "eminent domain / buyer beware" situation gone wrong and Ms.
 Hammer's chronological series of events is the most accurate I have ever read. I was the longest serving
 member of any of the Basin Boards appointed twice by Bush and twice by Christ, because Brooksville
 staff wanted me reappointed because "I ask good questions". 

In 1975 SWFWMD convinced a judge that along with the 315 acres of cat tails they owned at Sawgrass
 Lake they also needed Skyway's 15 acres which was used as their "Drop Zone". Remember, Emanate
 Domain is to be used for "taking", by the government "for the good of the public", and not necessarily "for
 the good of the raccoons and opossums".

The judge in 1975 granted a "Shot Drop Zone Easement" on the land the SWFWMD insisted on taking. 

Fast forward 25 years and DEP threatens to sue SWFWMD over high levels of lead coming out of the
 pipes draining Sawgrass Lake. There is no clear indication that the elevated levels of lead are coming
 from shot anymore than runoff from I-275 or surround neighborhoods. 

After listening to SWFWMD "legal council" for a year and a half about how they were going to "go after
 this gun club" and occasionally mentioning a "shot easement", I finally asked "How in the heck did they
 ever get granted a Shot Easement on OUR property, unless it was originally their's and we took in in an
 Eminent Domain taking and a judge granted them a Shot Easement?" 

To which they sheepishly answered "Well yes Mr. England, that is actually what happened". So I said
 something like "Let me see if I have this straight, we 'took' their property from them 30 years ago, didn't
 do our due diligence and now want to sue them over possible lead contamination - you better hope for a
 bench trial because in a jury trial we are going to get our ass handed to us." 

The tenacious SWFWMD Legal staff wanted to press on, and they scoffed at me when I suggested that
 we swap 15 or 20 acres of some the 165,000 acres SWFWMD controls for the Skyway site, so we can
 clean it up and create better access to the park from US -19 rather than through the residential
 neighborhood and give Skyway a place to go. They said "We would never do that and we're going to
 make them clean it up". I pulled them to the side and said "They are a Not for Profit Club and Judges,
 mayors, attorneys, sheriffs along with the public shoot out there and I don't think we should screw with
 them". Legal Council's answer was "too bad we're going after them". 

A week or two later I learned that the SWFWMD director had been summoned to Tallahassee for a
 meeting with Governor Bush on a Friday which was out of the ordinary. That Sunday night I got a call



 from a SWFWMD staff member and they said "You were exactly right, the Governor ordered it 'settled'
 and that he didn't need the NRA all over his ass." 

Monday morning a press release went out saying something to the effect that "A break through had been
 reached and that SWFWMD was going to clean up the site, build a berm of sufficient height to contain
 the shot on the Skyway property and drop any law suits." - funny how that happened. 

As a background, here is how I got tangled up in this mess

1) In the 1980's members of the Board of Directors at the Chamber knew I was a diver and spent a lot of
 time out in the Gulf

2) When Florida Power Corporation proposed a De-sal plant at Anclote River (Yes that was the first
 location) they sent me to the FPC dog and pony show to investigate. While there I had a conversation
 with then County Commissioner Todd 

3) Commissioner Todd invited me to represent the Chamber at 1995 "Year of the Gulf" symposium
 celebrating 500th year since the discovery of the Gulf of Mexico. 

4) When Leslie Waters was running for a Fla. State House seat she heard I knew a little about the De-sal
 issues and she hunted me down. I told her "De-sal is a bad deal, too much stuff in the water column and
 too much pressure need to push through the the membranes - Brackish water Reverse Osmosis would
 use Pinellas County a a primary filter, so no critters to deal with, a lower salt concentrate and and would
 operate at 125 psi rather that 600 psi." When asked in a Public Forum with cameras rolling her opinion
 on De-sal she regurgitated my answer and made all the other candidates look stupid so she go elected.

5) Leslie was elected and when Jeb was looking for nominee appointments for the SWFWMD Basin
 Boards Leslie nominated me, I was approved by the Senate and appointed by Governor Bush. 

6) I was then appointed twice by Gov. Bush, which was quiet uncommon and twice by Gov Crist. I was
 paroled by Gov. Scott when he was looking for ways to reduce the size of Government. See the article
 attached below referenced in the subject line. 

7) I'm equally as happy with the positive things I was able to do on the Basin Board as I am with the the
 stupid things I was able to prevent SWFWMD from doing during my service. I did not always prevail in
 those efforts. 

http://www.tampabay.com/news/environment/water/on-orders-from-gov-scott-swiftmud-eliminates-seven-
basin-boards/1171474

I suggest we encourage the governor to have SWFWMD complete the necessary shot screening at the
 the District's expense for Skyway's continued existence as an established 85 year old sporting clays
 location in central Pinellas County. 

Terry England, former Pinellas - Anclote Basin Board member

IF GOVERNOR CAN ABOLISH SEVEN (7) Basin Boards, He can stat the ball rolling to abolish
 SWFWMD.

http://www.tampabay.com/news/environment/water/on-orders-from-gov-scott-swiftmud-eliminates-seven-
basin-boards/1171474



From: Miguel, Melinda
To: Case, Dawn; Romeiser, Erin; Robinson, Heather
Subject: FW: Former Basin Board Member Backs Up claims of SWFWMD misconduct
Date: Monday, February 15, 2016 10:58:35 AM

From: MPHammer1@aol.com [mailto:MPHammer1@aol.com] 
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 8:10 AM
To: MPHammer1@aol.com
Subject: Former Basin Board Member Backs Up claims of SWFWMD misconduct
-------- Original message --------
From: Terry England Date: 02/14/2016 6:22 PM (GMT-05:00) 
To: rick.scott@eog.myflorida.com 
Subject: SWFWMD / Skyway issues 

Dear Governor Scott,

SWFWMD / Skyway Trap and Skeet issues - 

In my opinion, the case is actually an "eminent domain / buyer beware" situation gone wrong and Ms.
 Hammer's chronological series of events is the most accurate I have ever read. I was the longest serving
 member of any of the Basin Boards appointed twice by Bush and twice by Christ, because Brooksville
 staff wanted me reappointed because "I ask good questions". 

In 1975 SWFWMD convinced a judge that along with the 315 acres of cat tails they owned at Sawgrass
 Lake they also needed Skyway's 15 acres which was used as their "Drop Zone". Remember, Emanate
 Domain is to be used for "taking", by the government "for the good of the public", and not necessarily "for
 the good of the raccoons and opossums".

The judge in 1975 granted a "Shot Drop Zone Easement" on the land the SWFWMD insisted on taking. 

Fast forward 25 years and DEP threatens to sue SWFWMD over high levels of lead coming out of the
 pipes draining Sawgrass Lake. There is no clear indication that the elevated levels of lead are coming
 from shot anymore than runoff from I-275 or surround neighborhoods. 

After listening to SWFWMD "legal council" for a year and a half about how they were going to "go after
 this gun club" and occasionally mentioning a "shot easement", I finally asked "How in the heck did they
 ever get granted a Shot Easement on OUR property, unless it was originally their's and we took in in an
 Eminent Domain taking and a judge granted them a Shot Easement?" 

To which they sheepishly answered "Well yes Mr. England, that is actually what happened". So I said
 something like "Let me see if I have this straight, we 'took' their property from them 30 years ago, didn't
 do our due diligence and now want to sue them over possible lead contamination - you better hope for a
 bench trial because in a jury trial we are going to get our ass handed to us." 

The tenacious SWFWMD Legal staff wanted to press on, and they scoffed at me when I suggested that
 we swap 15 or 20 acres of some the 165,000 acres SWFWMD controls for the Skyway site, so we can
 clean it up and create better access to the park from US -19 rather than through the residential
 neighborhood and give Skyway a place to go. They said "We would never do that and we're going to
 make them clean it up". I pulled them to the side and said "They are a Not for Profit Club and Judges,
 mayors, attorneys, sheriffs along with the public shoot out there and I don't think we should screw with
 them". Legal Council's answer was "too bad we're going after them". 

A week or two later I learned that the SWFWMD director had been summoned to Tallahassee for a
 meeting with Governor Bush on a Friday which was out of the ordinary. That Sunday night I got a call
 from a SWFWMD staff member and they said "You were exactly right, the Governor ordered it 'settled'



 and that he didn't need the NRA all over his ass." 

Monday morning a press release went out saying something to the effect that "A break through had been
 reached and that SWFWMD was going to clean up the site, build a berm of sufficient height to contain
 the shot on the Skyway property and drop any law suits." - funny how that happened. 

As a background, here is how I got tangled up in this mess

1) In the 1980's members of the Board of Directors at the Chamber knew I was a diver and spent a lot of
 time out in the Gulf

2) When Florida Power Corporation proposed a De-sal plant at Anclote River (Yes that was the first
 location) they sent me to the FPC dog and pony show to investigate. While there I had a conversation
 with then County Commissioner Todd 

3) Commissioner Todd invited me to represent the Chamber at 1995 "Year of the Gulf" symposium
 celebrating 500th year since the discovery of the Gulf of Mexico. 

4) When Leslie Waters was running for a Fla. State House seat she heard I knew a little about the De-sal
 issues and she hunted me down. I told her "De-sal is a bad deal, too much stuff in the water column and
 too much pressure need to push through the the membranes - Brackish water Reverse Osmosis would
 use Pinellas County a a primary filter, so no critters to deal with, a lower salt concentrate and and would
 operate at 125 psi rather that 600 psi." When asked in a Public Forum with cameras rolling her opinion
 on De-sal she regurgitated my answer and made all the other candidates look stupid so she go elected.

5) Leslie was elected and when Jeb was looking for nominee appointments for the SWFWMD Basin
 Boards Leslie nominated me, I was approved by the Senate and appointed by Governor Bush. 

6) I was then appointed twice by Gov. Bush, which was quiet uncommon and twice by Gov Crist. I was
 paroled by Gov. Scott when he was looking for ways to reduce the size of Government. See the article
 attached below referenced in the subject line. 

7) I'm equally as happy with the positive things I was able to do on the Basin Board as I am with the the
 stupid things I was able to prevent SWFWMD from doing during my service. I did not always prevail in
 those efforts. 

http://www.tampabay.com/news/environment/water/on-orders-from-gov-scott-swiftmud-eliminates-seven-
basin-boards/1171474

I suggest we encourage the governor to have SWFWMD complete the necessary shot screening at the
 the District's expense for Skyway's continued existence as an established 85 year old sporting clays
 location in central Pinellas County. 

Terry England, former Pinellas - Anclote Basin Board member

IF GOVERNOR CAN ABOLISH SEVEN (7) Basin Boards, He can stat the ball rolling to abolish
 SWFWMD.

http://www.tampabay.com/news/environment/water/on-orders-from-gov-scott-swiftmud-eliminates-seven-
basin-boards/1171474



From: Governor Rick Scott
To: "DEP (public.services@dep.state.fl.us)"; Carey, Amanda
Cc: Sunburst
Subject: FW: Former Basin Board Member Backs Up claims of SWFWMD misconduct
Date: Monday, February 15, 2016 1:39:51 PM

From: MPHammer1@aol.com [mailto:MPHammer1@aol.com] 
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 8:10 AM
To: MPHammer1@aol.com
Subject: Former Basin Board Member Backs Up claims of SWFWMD misconduct
-------- Original message --------
From: Terry England Date: 02/14/2016 6:22 PM (GMT-05:00) 
To: rick.scott@eog.myflorida.com 
Subject: SWFWMD / Skyway issues 

Dear Governor Scott,

SWFWMD / Skyway Trap and Skeet issues - 

In my opinion, the case is actually an "eminent domain / buyer beware" situation gone wrong and Ms.
 Hammer's chronological series of events is the most accurate I have ever read. I was the longest serving
 member of any of the Basin Boards appointed twice by Bush and twice by Christ, because Brooksville
 staff wanted me reappointed because "I ask good questions". 

In 1975 SWFWMD convinced a judge that along with the 315 acres of cat tails they owned at Sawgrass
 Lake they also needed Skyway's 15 acres which was used as their "Drop Zone". Remember, Emanate
 Domain is to be used for "taking", by the government "for the good of the public", and not necessarily "for
 the good of the raccoons and opossums".

The judge in 1975 granted a "Shot Drop Zone Easement" on the land the SWFWMD insisted on taking. 

Fast forward 25 years and DEP threatens to sue SWFWMD over high levels of lead coming out of the
 pipes draining Sawgrass Lake. There is no clear indication that the elevated levels of lead are coming
 from shot anymore than runoff from I-275 or surround neighborhoods. 

After listening to SWFWMD "legal council" for a year and a half about how they were going to "go after
 this gun club" and occasionally mentioning a "shot easement", I finally asked "How in the heck did they
 ever get granted a Shot Easement on OUR property, unless it was originally their's and we took in in an
 Eminent Domain taking and a judge granted them a Shot Easement?" 

To which they sheepishly answered "Well yes Mr. England, that is actually what happened". So I said
 something like "Let me see if I have this straight, we 'took' their property from them 30 years ago, didn't
 do our due diligence and now want to sue them over possible lead contamination - you better hope for a
 bench trial because in a jury trial we are going to get our ass handed to us." 

The tenacious SWFWMD Legal staff wanted to press on, and they scoffed at me when I suggested that
 we swap 15 or 20 acres of some the 165,000 acres SWFWMD controls for the Skyway site, so we can
 clean it up and create better access to the park from US -19 rather than through the residential
 neighborhood and give Skyway a place to go. They said "We would never do that and we're going to
 make them clean it up". I pulled them to the side and said "They are a Not for Profit Club and Judges,
 mayors, attorneys, sheriffs along with the public shoot out there and I don't think we should screw with
 them". Legal Council's answer was "too bad we're going after them". 

A week or two later I learned that the SWFWMD director had been summoned to Tallahassee for a
 meeting with Governor Bush on a Friday which was out of the ordinary. That Sunday night I got a call



 from a SWFWMD staff member and they said "You were exactly right, the Governor ordered it 'settled'
 and that he didn't need the NRA all over his ass." 

Monday morning a press release went out saying something to the effect that "A break through had been
 reached and that SWFWMD was going to clean up the site, build a berm of sufficient height to contain
 the shot on the Skyway property and drop any law suits." - funny how that happened. 

As a background, here is how I got tangled up in this mess

1) In the 1980's members of the Board of Directors at the Chamber knew I was a diver and spent a lot of
 time out in the Gulf

2) When Florida Power Corporation proposed a De-sal plant at Anclote River (Yes that was the first
 location) they sent me to the FPC dog and pony show to investigate. While there I had a conversation
 with then County Commissioner Todd 

3) Commissioner Todd invited me to represent the Chamber at 1995 "Year of the Gulf" symposium
 celebrating 500th year since the discovery of the Gulf of Mexico. 

4) When Leslie Waters was running for a Fla. State House seat she heard I knew a little about the De-sal
 issues and she hunted me down. I told her "De-sal is a bad deal, too much stuff in the water column and
 too much pressure need to push through the the membranes - Brackish water Reverse Osmosis would
 use Pinellas County a a primary filter, so no critters to deal with, a lower salt concentrate and and would
 operate at 125 psi rather that 600 psi." When asked in a Public Forum with cameras rolling her opinion
 on De-sal she regurgitated my answer and made all the other candidates look stupid so she go elected.

5) Leslie was elected and when Jeb was looking for nominee appointments for the SWFWMD Basin
 Boards Leslie nominated me, I was approved by the Senate and appointed by Governor Bush. 

6) I was then appointed twice by Gov. Bush, which was quiet uncommon and twice by Gov Crist. I was
 paroled by Gov. Scott when he was looking for ways to reduce the size of Government. See the article
 attached below referenced in the subject line. 

7) I'm equally as happy with the positive things I was able to do on the Basin Board as I am with the the
 stupid things I was able to prevent SWFWMD from doing during my service. I did not always prevail in
 those efforts. 

http://www.tampabay.com/news/environment/water/on-orders-from-gov-scott-swiftmud-eliminates-seven-
basin-boards/1171474

I suggest we encourage the governor to have SWFWMD complete the necessary shot screening at the
 the District's expense for Skyway's continued existence as an established 85 year old sporting clays
 location in central Pinellas County. 

Terry England, former Pinellas - Anclote Basin Board member

IF GOVERNOR CAN ABOLISH SEVEN (7) Basin Boards, He can stat the ball rolling to abolish
 SWFWMD.

http://www.tampabay.com/news/environment/water/on-orders-from-gov-scott-swiftmud-eliminates-seven-
basin-boards/1171474



From: Stearns, Heather
To: Penrod, Peter
Subject: FW: It"s Time to ABOLISH SWFWMD
Date: Tuesday, February 09, 2016 8:49:07 AM
Attachments: 1 MPH Statement on SWFWMD Feb-9-2062.ZIP

Heather L. Stearns
Deputy General Counsel
Executive Office of Governor Rick Scott
The Capitol, Suite 209
Tallahassee, Florida 32399
Phone: (850) 717-9310
Fax: (850) 488-9810

From: MPHammer1@aol.com [mailto:MPHammer1@aol.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, February 09, 2016 7:15 AM
To: Governor Rick Scott ; Pam.Bondi@myfloridalegal.com; Sellers, Melissa ; Moulton, Diane ;
 McDougal, Kim ; Tupps, John ; Cerio, Tim ; Stearns, Heather ; Stearns, Heather ; Miguel, Melinda ;
 BradPiepenbrink@eog.myflorida.com; Tyler.Cathey@myfloridalegal.com;
 Rob.Johnson@myfloridalegal.com; Ray, Whitney ; Crisafulli, Steve ;
 Kathy.Mears@myfloridahouse.gov; Michael.Williams@myfloridahouse.gov;
 Tom.Hamby@myfloridahouse.gov; Lynn.Cobb@myfloridahouse.gov; Andy Gardiner ;
 Meyer.Reynold@flsenate.gov; Betta.Katie@flsenate.gov; Cortese.Tony@flsenate.gov;
 Levesque.George@flsenate.gov
Subject: It's Time to ABOLISH SWFWMD
It's time to abolish SWFWMD. They clearly think they are above the law and have intentionally violated
 the agreement and the law forged by Governor Jeb Bush, Simone Marstiller, Chanta Combs, Chris
 Flack, Marion Hammer/NRA and George Gramling, Attorney for Skyway Trap and Skeet Club and NRA 

That 2004 agreement and law (790.333) were meant to stop SWFWMD from suing and trying to destroy
 this facility.

Attached are documents detailing SWFWMD's malicious conduct that calls for criminal investigation and
 investigation for violations of civil rights and Second Amendment rights.

STATEMENT OF MARION P. HAMMER

CONCERNING THE ONGOING ILLEGAL ACTIONS OF THE SOUTH WEST FLORIDA WATER
 MANAGEMENT DISTRICT AGAINST SKYWAY TRAP AND SKEET CLUB 

Today we are calling upon Governor Rick Scott, Attorney General Pam Bondi and the Florida Legislature
 to take immediate action to once and for all ABOLISH the Southwest Florida Water Management District
 commonly called SWFWMD (Swiftmud). 

Further, it is the duty and obligation of the Attorney General to investigate this state agency for criminal



 conduct and to prosecute those responsible for unlawful actions. 

Additionally, to assure immediate action in an expeditious manner, I’m calling upon Governor Rick Scott
 to task the office of Chief Inspector General to investigate SWFWMD for these blatant and wanton Civil
 Rights/Second Amendment rights violations.

It is not merely conduct showing a lack of good faith or conduct that shows a resistance to the law, it is
 the overt actions to violate these rights, in clear defiance of the mandates put in place by Governor Jeb
 Bush. Those mandates were specifically implemented to stop the odious conduct of SWFWMD against
 the Skyway Trap and Skeet Club. 

In open, knowing and intentional violation of the legal mandates put in place by Governor Jeb Bush, this
 rogue state agency has violated the legally executed agreement that was crafted to bring these lawsuits
 to a halt. Further, the law crafted by Governor Bush’s staff, under his direction, was intended to assure
 that the reckless and malicious actions of this state agency and their blatant attempt to destroy the
 Skyway Trap and Skeet Club could never again occur.

It is not just conduct contrary to law, SWFWMD has shown a penchant for arrogantly violating the
 agreement that ended the lawsuit, and for harassing and suing this small private trap and skeet club with
 the full intention of shutting down a small business. 

Skyway Trap and Skeet Club serves the Second Amendment community of trap and skeet shooters,
 including being an Olympic training center for young, would-be Olympians. This is not a ragtag facility; it
 is a highly professional facility that provides instruction for American Skeet & Trap as well as Olympic
 Skeet & Trap and Sporting Clays. The club has a full-time Olympic Development Program for Youth and
 Adults who aspire to represent the United States of America in the World Olympic Games. For 71 years
 this non-profit private club and business has owned this property and has operated in this location. 

SWFWMD is a malignant state agency that uses unlimited tax dollars in what I can only call an evil
 attempt to steal private property and destroy a small private business. 

In 2004, at the direction of Governor Jeb Bush, Deputy Chief of Staff Simone Marstiller, Assistant General
 Counsel Chanta Combs, and Director of Policy and Budget for Environmental Issues Chris Flack worked
 to reign in SWFWMD and stop their scurrilous behavior. 

In light of SWFWMD’s refusal to abide by the mandate of the agreement and the arrogant thumbing of
 their collective noses at the law, it is clear that the required action at this time is to abolish SWFWMD and
 pursue legal action against those who have participated in this conduct.

Attorney George Gramling, of Gramling Environmental Law, PA was and is counsel representing the
 Skyway Trap and Skeet Club and the National Rifle Association. Additionally, Skyway Trap and Skeet
 Club is also represented in the current lawsuit by attorney William H. Walker.

George Gramling, Gramling Environmental Law, PA, (813) 259-1060

Bob Warren is Officer and Manager of Skyway Trap and Skeet Club.

Included with (1) my statement is a (2) Fact Sheet that highlights events in this matter, (3) a sheet
 detailing court rulings on the Right to Practice on a shooting range as an ancillary right of the
 Second Amendment to Right to Keep and Bear Arms, (4) a copy of the 2004 Agreement and (5) a
 copy of Florida Statutes 790.333. 



STATEMENT OF MARION P. HAMMER 

CONCERNING THE ONGOING ILLEGAL ACTIONS OF THE SOUTH WEST FLORIDA 

WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT AGAINST SKYWAY TRAP AND SKEET CLUB  

Today we are calling upon Governor Rick Scott, Attorney General Pam Bondi and 

the Florida Legislature to take immediate action to once and for all ABOLISH the 

Southwest Florida Water Management District commonly called SWFWMD 

(Swiftmud).   

 

Further, it is the duty and obligation of the Attorney General to investigate this 

state agency for criminal conduct and to prosecute those responsible for unlawful 

actions.   

Additionally, to assure immediate action in an expeditious manner, I’m calling 

upon Governor Rick Scott to task the office of Chief Inspector General to 

investigate SWFWMD for these blatant and wanton Civil Rights/Second 

Amendment rights violations. 

It is not merely conduct showing a lack of good faith  or conduct that shows a 

resistance to the law,   it is the overt actions to violate these rights, in clear 

defiance of the mandates put in place by Governor Jeb Bush.  Those mandates 

were specifically implemented to stop the odious conduct of SWFWMD against 

the Skyway Trap and Skeet Club.  

In open, knowing and intentional violation of the legal mandates put in place by  

Governor Jeb Bush, this rogue state agency has violated the legally executed 

agreement  that was crafted to bring these lawsuits to a halt.  Further, the law 

crafted by Governor Bush’s staff, under his direction, was intended to assure that 

the reckless and malicious actions of this state agency and their blatant attempt 

to destroy the Skyway Trap and Skeet Club could never again occur. 

It is not just conduct contrary to law, SWFWMD has shown a penchant for 

arrogantly violating the agreement that ended the lawsuit, and for harassing and 

suing this small private trap and skeet club with the full intention of shutting 

down a small business.   



Skyway Trap and Skeet Club serves the Second Amendment community of trap 

and skeet shooters, including being an Olympic training center for young, would-

be Olympians.  This is not a ragtag facility;  it is a highly professional facility that 

provides instruction for American Skeet & Trap as well as Olympic Skeet & Trap 

and Sporting Clays.  The club has a full-time Olympic Development Program for 

youth and adults who aspire to represent the United States of America in the 

World Olympic Games.  For 71 years this non-profit private club and business has 

owned this property and has operated in this location.   

SWFWMD is a malignant state agency that uses unlimited tax dollars in what I can 

only called an evil attempt to steal private property and destroy a small private 

business.   

In 2004, at the direction of Governor Jeb Bush, Deputy Chief of Staff Simone 

Marstiller, Assistant General Counsel Chanta Combs, and Director of Policy and 

Budget for Environmental Issues Chris Flack worked to reign in SWFWMD and 

stop their scurrilous behavior.  

In light of SWFWMD’s refusal to abide by the mandate of the agreement and the  

arrogant  thumbing of  their collective noses at the law, it is clear that the 

required action at this time is to abolish SWFWMD and pursue legal action against 

those who have participated in this conduct. 

Attorney George Gramling , of Gramling Environmental Law, PA was and is 

counsel representing the Skyway Trap and Skeet Club and the National Rifle 

Association.  Additionally, Skyway Trap and Skeet Club is also represented in the 

current lawsuit by attorney William H. Walker. 

George Gramling, Gramling Environmental Law, PA, (813) 259-1060 

Bob Warren is Officer and Manager of Skyway Trap and Skeet Club. 

Included with my statement is a Fact Sheet that highlights events in this matter, a 

sheet detailing court rulings on the Right to Practice on a shooting range as an 

ancillary right of the Second Amendment to Right to Keep and Bear Arms, a copy 

of the 2004 Agreement and a copy of Florida Statutes 790.333.   



FACT SHEET 

SWFWMD Malicious Lawsuits Against Skyway Trap & Skeet Club 

 

• The Southwest Florida Water Management District (“SWFWMD”) is a state agency. 

Skyway Trap & Skeet Club (“Skyway”) is a not-for-profit, Florida Sport Shooting 

Range located in Pinellas County, Florida. Skyway has been in business for 71 

years. SWFWMD owns land adjacent to Skyway. 

 

• SWFMWD has continuously demonstrated a malicious intent to drive Skyway out of 

business. Using tax-payer dollars to fund lawsuits, SWFWMD has sued Skyway 

three times. 

 

1. “1975 Lawsuit” – SWFWMD v. Leon H. Sellers, et al., Case No. 75-44807, Circuit 

Court, 6th Judicial Circuit of Florida, in which SWFWMD “took” Skyway’s land 

through eminent domain resulting in the court granting Skyway a “perpetual right 

and easement to utilize the property as a drop zone or fallout zone for expanded 

shotgun ammunition.” 

 

2. “2000 Lawsuit” – SWFWMD v. Skyway, Case No. 00-2649-CJ-7, Circuit Court, 

6th Judicial Circuit of Florida, in which SWFWMD sued Skyway to permanently 

prevent any shooting at Skyway and to eliminate Skyway’s easement rights. This 

lawsuit was dismissed with prejudice as required by Chapter 790, Florida 

Statutes, The Sport Shooting and Training Range Protection Act (the “Act”) 

(attached as Exhibit “A”). 

 

3. “2015 Lawsuit” – SWFWMD v. Skyway, Case No. 15-005277-CA-20, Circuit 

Court, 6th Judicial Circuit of Florida, in which SWFWMD is now suing to 

permanently and completely prevent Skyway’s users from shooting whatsoever. 

 

• In connection with the 2000 Lawsuit, SWFWMD was required (per settlement 

agreement attached as Exhibit “B”) to construct an “earthen berm” between the 

Skyway and SWFWMD properties. SWFWMD improperly constructed the berm 

resulting in the death of at least one worker. SWFWMD also failed to construct the 

berm at sufficient height. Finally, SWFWMD failed to engineer the berm to support 

any kind of “shot barrier” which would compensate for the insufficient height. 

 

• After making it impossible and unsafe for the berm to support such a shot barrier, 

SWFWMD filed the 2015 Lawsuit to force Skyway to install a shot barrier 

nonetheless! This is not only disingenuous; it is malicious. 

 



• The lawsuits have depleted Skyway’s financial resources and if SWFWMD prevails 

in enjoining shooting activity at Skyway, Skyway will be forced out of business and 

thousands of people will be denied their 2nd Amendment constitutional rights.  

 

• The Act addresses the important constitutional value of maintaining sport shooting 

and training ranges across the state of Florida. 

 

• The Act recognizes the Florida Department of Environmental Protection’s “Best 

Management Practices” at sport shooting and training ranges to minimize 

environmental impacts. 

 

• The Act further recognizes that litigation against, and unnecessary regulation of, 

sport shooting and training ranges is a deprivation of constitutional liberty 

guaranteed by the 2nd Amendment to the United States Constitution. 

 

• The legislature intended to prevent lawsuits by state agencies against sport shooting 

ranges. The Act protects sport shooting ranges from government initiated lawsuits, 

while preserving the rights of owners of private property adjoining a sport shooting 

range. SWFWMD is not a private property owner. 

 

Chapter 790.333 (5), Florida Statutes. 

 

(5) SPORT SHOOTING AND TRAINING RANGE PROTECTION.— 

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any public or private owner, 

operator, employee, agent, contractor, customer, lender, insurer, or user of any 

sport shooting or training range located in this state shall have immunity from 

lawsuits and other legal actions from the state and any of its agencies, special 

purpose districts, or political subdivisions for any claims of any kind associated 

with the use, release, placement, deposition, or accumulation of any projectile in 

the environment, on or under that sport shooting or training range, or any other 

property over which the range has an easement, leasehold, or other legal right of 

use, if the sport shooting or training range owner or operator has made a good 

faith effort to comply with subsection (4). 

 

• Notwithstanding the Act’s crystal clear prohibition against SWFWMD ever filing a 

lawsuit against any sport shooting range, SWFWMD is intentionally and maliciously 

suing Skyway now. 

 

• This malicious and intentional violation of the Act should be punished as prescribed 

in Chapter 790.333 (7), Florida Statutes. 

(7) PENALTIES.—Any official, agent, or employee of a county, municipality, 

town, special purpose district, or other political subdivision or agent of the state, 



while he or she was acting in his or her official capacity and within the scope of 

his or her employment or office, who intentionally and maliciously violates the 

provisions of this section or is party to bringing an action in violation of this 

section commits a misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in ss. 

775.082 and 775.083. 

• The Legislature should act again to stop SWFWMD’s intentional and malicious use 

of lawsuits to run sport shooting and training ranges out of business, by mandating 

the dismissal of the 2015 Lawsuit with prejudice, by making SWFWMD reimburse 

Skyway for all attorney’s fees, costs and expenses, by abolishing SWFWMD as a 

governmental entity, and by requesting the Attorney General to investigate and 

prosecute, if warranted, SWFWMD’s intentional and malicious violations of the Act. 

 

 



Second Amendment Rights violated by SWFWMD 

The Right to Practice, to shoot on a shooting range, flows from the Right to Keep and 
Bear Arms.  The Right to Practice is an ancillary right derived from the Second 
Amendment.  Courts have ruled that the right to practice on a shooting range is 
essential to the exercise of the Second Amendment. 

Ezell v. City of Chicago, 651 F.3d 684 (7
th

 Cir. 2011), at Head Note 17 states the 

following:   

NOTE: The central component  of the Second Amendment, U.S. Const. 
Amend. II, is the right to keep and bear arms for defense of self, family, and 
home. The right to possess firearms for protection implies a corresponding 
right to acquire and maintain proficiency in their use; the core right would 
not mean much without the training and practice that make it effective. 
HN17 

Further in  Ezell v. City of Chicago, 651 F.3d 684, at 704 (7
th

 Cir. 2011), the court 

held: 

“The plaintiffs challenge only the City's ban on firing ranges, so our first 

question is whether range training is categorically unprotected by the 
Second Amendment. Heller and McDonald suggest to the contrary. The Court 

emphasized in both cases that the "central component" of the Second 

Amendment is the right to keep and bear arms for defense of self, family, 
and home.  Heller, 554 U.S. at 599; McDonald, 130 S. Ct. at 3048.   The 

right to possess firearms for protection implies a corresponding right to 
acquire and maintain proficiency in their use; the core right wouldn't mean 

much without the training and practice that make it effective. Several 
passages in Heller support this understanding. Examining post- Civil War 

legal commentaries to confirm the founding-era "individual right" 
understanding of the Second Amendment, the Court quoted at length from 

the "massively popular 1868 Treatise on Constitutional Limitations" by judge 
and professor Thomas Cooley: "[T]o bear arms implies something more than 

the mere keeping; it implies the learning to handle and use them . . . ; it 
implies the right to meet for voluntary discipline in arms, observing in doing 

so the laws of public order." 554 U.S. at 616, 617-18 (internal quotation 
marks omitted); see also id. at 619 ("'No doubt, a citizen who keeps a gun 

or pistol under judicious precautions, practices in safe places the use of it, 

and in due time teaches his sons to do the same, exercises his individual 
right.'" (quoting BENJAMIN VAUGHAN ABBOTT, JUDGE AND JURY: A POPULAR 

EXPLANATION OF THE LEADING TOPICS IN THE LAW OF THE LAND 333 (1880))).” 



















Select Year:   

The 2015 Florida Statutes

Title XLVI

CRIMES

Chapter 790

WEAPONS AND FIREARMS

View Entire Chapter

790.333 Sport shooting and training range protection; liability; claims, expenses, and fees; penalties;

preemption; construction.—

(1) LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS.—

(a) The Legislature finds that in excess of 400 sport shooting and training ranges exist on public and private

lands throughout this state.

(b) These sport shooting and training ranges are widely used and enjoyed by the residents of this state and

are a necessary component of the guarantees of the Second Amendment to the United States Constitution and

of s. 8, Art. I of the State Constitution.

(c) Many of these ranges are used by state and local law enforcement agencies for training, practice, and

regular mandatory qualification by law enforcement officers; by Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission

hunter safety instructors who teach adults and youngsters in the safe use and handling of firearms in

preparation for obtaining hunting licenses; by school boards, colleges, and universities for reserve officer

training corps training and activities; by school shooting teams; by Olympic competitors; and by certified

instructors who teach the safe use and handling of firearms in preparation for applying for licenses to carry

concealed firearms for lawful self-protection.

(d) The public policy of the State of Florida is to encourage the safe handling and operation of firearms and

mandates appropriate training in the safe use and handling of firearms for persons licensed to carry concealed

firearms and for persons licensed to hunt in the state. Sport shooting and training ranges throughout this state

provide the location at which this important public purpose is served and at which the firearms training

mandates are fulfilled.

(e) Projectiles are integral to sport shooting and training range activity and to the ownership and use of

firearms.

(f) Over years of operation, projectiles have accumulated in the environment at many ranges. Whether this

projectile accumulation has caused or will cause degradation of the environment or harm to human health

depends on factors that are site-specific. Therefore, sport shooting and training ranges must be allowed

flexibility to apply appropriate environmental management practices at ranges. The use of environmental

management practices can be implemented to avoid or reduce any potential for adverse environmental

impact.

(g) The Department of Environmental Protection, in collaboration with shooting range owners and

operators, sport shooting organizations, law enforcement representatives, and university researchers, has

developed shooting range best management practices in order to minimize any potential for any adverse

environmental impact resulting from the operation of shooting ranges.

(h) Appropriate environmental management practices, when implemented where applicable, can minimize

or eliminate environmental impacts associated with projectiles. Environmental management practices to

maintain or to improve the condition of ranges is evolving and will continue to evolve.

(i) Unnecessary litigation and unnecessary regulation by governmental agencies of sport shooting and
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training ranges impairs the ability of residents of this state to ensure safe handling of firearms and to enjoy the

recreational opportunities ranges provide. The cost of defending these actions is prohibitive and threatens to

bankrupt and destroy the sport shooting and training range industry.

(j) The Department of Environmental Protection does not have nor has it ever had authority to force

permitting requirements of part IV of chapter 403 on owners and operators of sport shooting and training

ranges.

(k) The elimination of sport shooting ranges will unnecessarily impair the ability of residents of this state to

exercise and practice their constitutional guarantees under the Second Amendment to the United States

Constitution and under s. 8, Art. I of the State Constitution.

(2) LEGISLATIVE INTENT.—The Legislature intends to protect public and private sport shooting or training

range owners, operators, users, employees, agents, contractors, customers, lenders, and insurers from lawsuits

and other legal actions by the state, special purpose districts, or political subdivisions and to promote

maximum flexibility for implementation of environmental management practices and of the principles of

risk-based corrective action pursuant to s. 376.30701. It is also the intent of the Legislature that legal action

against sport shooting and training ranges will only be a last-resort option and be available only to the

department and only after all reasonable efforts to resolve disputes at shooting ranges, including compliance

assistance, negotiations, and alternative dispute resolution, have been attempted.

(3) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this act:

(a) “Department” means the Department of Environmental Protection.

(b) “Operator” means any person who operates or has operated a sport shooting or training range.

(c) “Owner” means any person who owns or has owned a sport shooting or training range or any interest

therein.

(d) “Projectile” means any object expelled, propelled, discharged, shot, or otherwise released from a

firearm, BB gun, airgun, or similar device, including, but not limited to, gunpowder, ammunition, lead, shot,

skeet, and trap targets and associated chemicals, derivatives, and constituents thereof.

(e) “Environmental management practices” includes but is not limited to Best Management Practices for

Environmental Stewardship of Florida Shooting Ranges as developed by the Department of Environmental

Protection. Such practices include, but are not limited to, control and containment of projectiles, prevention

of the migration of projectiles and their constituents to ground and surface water, periodic removal and

recycling of projectiles, and documentation of actions taken.

(f) “Environment” means the air, water, surface water, sediment, soil, and groundwater and other natural

and manmade resources of this state.

(g) “User” means any person, partner, joint venture, business or social entity, or corporation, or any group

of the foregoing, organized or united for a business, sport, or social purpose.

(h) “Sport shooting and training range” or “range” means any area that has been designed, or operated for

the use of, firearms, rifles, shotguns, pistols, silhouettes, skeet, trap, black powder, BB guns, airguns, or similar

devices, or any other type of sport or training shooting.

(4) DUTIES.—

(a) No later than January 1, 2005, the department shall make a good faith effort to provide copies of the

Best Management Practices for Environmental Stewardship of Florida Shooting Ranges to all owners or

operators of sport shooting or training ranges. The department shall also provide technical assistance with

implementing environmental management practices, which may include workshops, demonstrations, or other

guidance, if any owner or operator of sport shooting or training ranges requests such assistance.

(b) No later than January 1, 2006, sport shooting or training range owners, operators, tenants, or occupants

shall implement situation appropriate environmental management practices.

(c) If contamination is suspected or identified by any owner, operator, tenant, or occupant of sport shooting
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or training ranges, any owner, operator, tenant, or occupant of sport shooting or training ranges may request

that the department assist with or perform contamination assessment, including, but not limited to, assistance

preparing and presenting a plan to confirm the presence and extent of contamination.

(d) If contamination is suspected or identified by a third-party complaint or adjacent property sampling

events, the department shall give 60 days’ notice to the sport shooting or training range owner, operator,

tenant, or occupant of the department’s intent to enter the site for the purpose of investigating potential

sources of contamination. The department may assist with or perform contamination assessment, including,

but not limited to, assistance preparing and presenting a plan to confirm the presence and extent of

contamination.

(e) If the department confirms contamination under paragraph (c) or paragraph (d), principles of risk-based

corrective action pursuant to s. 376.30701 shall be applied to sport shooting or training ranges. Application of

the minimum risk-based corrective action principles shall be the primary responsibility of the sport shooting

range or training range owner or operator for implementation, however, the department may assist in these

efforts. Risk-based corrective action plans used for these cleanups shall be based upon the presumption that

the sport shooting or training range is an industrial use and not a residential use and will continue to be

operated as a sport shooting or training range.

(5) SPORT SHOOTING AND TRAINING RANGE PROTECTION.—

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any public or private owner, operator, employee, agent,

contractor, customer, lender, insurer, or user of any sport shooting or training range located in this state shall

have immunity from lawsuits and other legal actions from the state and any of its agencies, special purpose

districts, or political subdivisions for any claims of any kind associated with the use, release, placement,

deposition, or accumulation of any projectile in the environment, on or under that sport shooting or training

range, or any other property over which the range has an easement, leasehold, or other legal right of use, if

the sport shooting or training range owner or operator has made a good faith effort to comply with subsection

(4).

(b) Nothing in this act is intended to impair or diminish the private property rights of owners of property

adjoining a sport shooting or training range.

(c) The sport shooting and training range protections provided by this act are supplemental to any other

protections provided by general law.

(6) WITHDRAWALS OF CLAIMS AND RECOVERY OF EXPENSES AND ATTORNEY’S FEES.—

(a) Within 90 days after the effective date of this act becoming law, all claims by the state and any of its

agencies, special purpose districts, or political subdivisions against sport shooting or training ranges pending in

any court of this state or before any administrative agency on January 1, 2004, shall be withdrawn. The

termination of such cases shall have no effect on the defendant’s cause of action for damages, reasonable

attorney’s fees, and costs.

(b) In any action filed in violation of this act after the effective date of this act, the defendant shall

recover all expenses resulting from such action from the governmental body, person, or entity bringing such

unlawful action.

(7) PENALTIES.—Any official, agent, or employee of a county, municipality, town, special purpose district,

or other political subdivision or agent of the state, while he or she was acting in his or her official capacity and

within the scope of his or her employment or office, who intentionally and maliciously violates the provisions

of this section or is party to bringing an action in violation of this section commits a misdemeanor of the first

degree, punishable as provided in ss. 775.082 and 775.083.

(8) PREEMPTION.—Except as expressly provided by general law, the Legislature hereby declares that it is

occupying the whole field of regulation of firearms and ammunition use at sport shooting and training ranges,

including the environmental effects of projectile deposition at sport shooting and training ranges.
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(9) The provisions of this act shall supersede any conflicting provisions of chapter 376 or chapter 403.

(10) CONSTRUCTION.—This act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its remedial and deterrent

purposes.

History.—s. 1, ch. 2004-56.
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From: Cerio, Tim
To: Penrod, Peter
Subject: FW: It"s Time to ABOLISH SWFWMD
Date: Tuesday, February 09, 2016 8:53:45 AM
Attachments: 1 MPH Statement on SWFWMD Feb-9-2062.ZIP

From: MPHammer1@aol.com [mailto:MPHammer1@aol.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, February 09, 2016 7:15 AM
To: Governor Rick Scott ; Pam.Bondi@myfloridalegal.com; Sellers, Melissa ; Moulton, Diane ;
 McDougal, Kim ; Tupps, John ; Cerio, Tim ; Stearns, Heather ; Stearns, Heather ; Miguel, Melinda ;
 BradPiepenbrink@eog.myflorida.com; Tyler.Cathey@myfloridalegal.com;
 Rob.Johnson@myfloridalegal.com; Ray, Whitney ; Crisafulli, Steve ;
 Kathy.Mears@myfloridahouse.gov; Michael.Williams@myfloridahouse.gov;
 Tom.Hamby@myfloridahouse.gov; Lynn.Cobb@myfloridahouse.gov; Andy Gardiner ;
 Meyer.Reynold@flsenate.gov; Betta.Katie@flsenate.gov; Cortese.Tony@flsenate.gov;
 Levesque.George@flsenate.gov
Subject: It's Time to ABOLISH SWFWMD
It's time to abolish SWFWMD. They clearly think they are above the law and have intentionally violated
 the agreement and the law forged by Governor Jeb Bush, Simone Marstiller, Chanta Combs, Chris
 Flack, Marion Hammer/NRA and George Gramling, Attorney for Skyway Trap and Skeet Club and NRA 

That 2004 agreement and law (790.333) were meant to stop SWFWMD from suing and trying to destroy
 this facility.

Attached are documents detailing SWFWMD's malicious conduct that calls for criminal investigation and
 investigation for violations of civil rights and Second Amendment rights.

STATEMENT OF MARION P. HAMMER

CONCERNING THE ONGOING ILLEGAL ACTIONS OF THE SOUTH WEST FLORIDA WATER
 MANAGEMENT DISTRICT AGAINST SKYWAY TRAP AND SKEET CLUB 

Today we are calling upon Governor Rick Scott, Attorney General Pam Bondi and the Florida Legislature
 to take immediate action to once and for all ABOLISH the Southwest Florida Water Management District
 commonly called SWFWMD (Swiftmud). 

Further, it is the duty and obligation of the Attorney General to investigate this state agency for criminal
 conduct and to prosecute those responsible for unlawful actions. 

Additionally, to assure immediate action in an expeditious manner, I’m calling upon Governor Rick Scott
 to task the office of Chief Inspector General to investigate SWFWMD for these blatant and wanton Civil
 Rights/Second Amendment rights violations.

It is not merely conduct showing a lack of good faith or conduct that shows a resistance to the law, it is
 the overt actions to violate these rights, in clear defiance of the mandates put in place by Governor Jeb
 Bush. Those mandates were specifically implemented to stop the odious conduct of SWFWMD against
 the Skyway Trap and Skeet Club. 

In open, knowing and intentional violation of the legal mandates put in place by Governor Jeb Bush, this
 rogue state agency has violated the legally executed agreement that was crafted to bring these lawsuits
 to a halt. Further, the law crafted by Governor Bush’s staff, under his direction, was intended to assure
 that the reckless and malicious actions of this state agency and their blatant attempt to destroy the
 Skyway Trap and Skeet Club could never again occur.



It is not just conduct contrary to law, SWFWMD has shown a penchant for arrogantly violating the
 agreement that ended the lawsuit, and for harassing and suing this small private trap and skeet club with
 the full intention of shutting down a small business. 

Skyway Trap and Skeet Club serves the Second Amendment community of trap and skeet shooters,
 including being an Olympic training center for young, would-be Olympians. This is not a ragtag facility; it
 is a highly professional facility that provides instruction for American Skeet & Trap as well as Olympic
 Skeet & Trap and Sporting Clays. The club has a full-time Olympic Development Program for Youth and
 Adults who aspire to represent the United States of America in the World Olympic Games. For 71 years
 this non-profit private club and business has owned this property and has operated in this location. 

SWFWMD is a malignant state agency that uses unlimited tax dollars in what I can only call an evil
 attempt to steal private property and destroy a small private business. 

In 2004, at the direction of Governor Jeb Bush, Deputy Chief of Staff Simone Marstiller, Assistant General
 Counsel Chanta Combs, and Director of Policy and Budget for Environmental Issues Chris Flack worked
 to reign in SWFWMD and stop their scurrilous behavior. 

In light of SWFWMD’s refusal to abide by the mandate of the agreement and the arrogant thumbing of
 their collective noses at the law, it is clear that the required action at this time is to abolish SWFWMD and
 pursue legal action against those who have participated in this conduct.

Attorney George Gramling, of Gramling Environmental Law, PA was and is counsel representing the
 Skyway Trap and Skeet Club and the National Rifle Association. Additionally, Skyway Trap and Skeet
 Club is also represented in the current lawsuit by attorney William H. Walker.

George Gramling, Gramling Environmental Law, PA, (813) 259-1060

Bob Warren is Officer and Manager of Skyway Trap and Skeet Club.

Included with (1) my statement is a (2) Fact Sheet that highlights events in this matter, (3) a sheet
 detailing court rulings on the Right to Practice on a shooting range as an ancillary right of the
 Second Amendment to Right to Keep and Bear Arms, (4) a copy of the 2004 Agreement and (5) a
 copy of Florida Statutes 790.333. 



STATEMENT OF MARION P. HAMMER 

CONCERNING THE ONGOING ILLEGAL ACTIONS OF THE SOUTH WEST FLORIDA 

WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT AGAINST SKYWAY TRAP AND SKEET CLUB  

Today we are calling upon Governor Rick Scott, Attorney General Pam Bondi and 

the Florida Legislature to take immediate action to once and for all ABOLISH the 

Southwest Florida Water Management District commonly called SWFWMD 

(Swiftmud).   

 

Further, it is the duty and obligation of the Attorney General to investigate this 

state agency for criminal conduct and to prosecute those responsible for unlawful 

actions.   

Additionally, to assure immediate action in an expeditious manner, I’m calling 

upon Governor Rick Scott to task the office of Chief Inspector General to 

investigate SWFWMD for these blatant and wanton Civil Rights/Second 

Amendment rights violations. 

It is not merely conduct showing a lack of good faith  or conduct that shows a 

resistance to the law,   it is the overt actions to violate these rights, in clear 

defiance of the mandates put in place by Governor Jeb Bush.  Those mandates 

were specifically implemented to stop the odious conduct of SWFWMD against 

the Skyway Trap and Skeet Club.  

In open, knowing and intentional violation of the legal mandates put in place by  

Governor Jeb Bush, this rogue state agency has violated the legally executed 

agreement  that was crafted to bring these lawsuits to a halt.  Further, the law 

crafted by Governor Bush’s staff, under his direction, was intended to assure that 

the reckless and malicious actions of this state agency and their blatant attempt 

to destroy the Skyway Trap and Skeet Club could never again occur. 

It is not just conduct contrary to law, SWFWMD has shown a penchant for 

arrogantly violating the agreement that ended the lawsuit, and for harassing and 

suing this small private trap and skeet club with the full intention of shutting 

down a small business.   



Skyway Trap and Skeet Club serves the Second Amendment community of trap 

and skeet shooters, including being an Olympic training center for young, would-

be Olympians.  This is not a ragtag facility;  it is a highly professional facility that 

provides instruction for American Skeet & Trap as well as Olympic Skeet & Trap 

and Sporting Clays.  The club has a full-time Olympic Development Program for 

youth and adults who aspire to represent the United States of America in the 

World Olympic Games.  For 71 years this non-profit private club and business has 

owned this property and has operated in this location.   

SWFWMD is a malignant state agency that uses unlimited tax dollars in what I can 

only called an evil attempt to steal private property and destroy a small private 

business.   

In 2004, at the direction of Governor Jeb Bush, Deputy Chief of Staff Simone 

Marstiller, Assistant General Counsel Chanta Combs, and Director of Policy and 

Budget for Environmental Issues Chris Flack worked to reign in SWFWMD and 

stop their scurrilous behavior.  

In light of SWFWMD’s refusal to abide by the mandate of the agreement and the  

arrogant  thumbing of  their collective noses at the law, it is clear that the 

required action at this time is to abolish SWFWMD and pursue legal action against 

those who have participated in this conduct. 

Attorney George Gramling , of Gramling Environmental Law, PA was and is 

counsel representing the Skyway Trap and Skeet Club and the National Rifle 

Association.  Additionally, Skyway Trap and Skeet Club is also represented in the 

current lawsuit by attorney William H. Walker. 

George Gramling, Gramling Environmental Law, PA, (813) 259-1060 

Bob Warren is Officer and Manager of Skyway Trap and Skeet Club. 

Included with my statement is a Fact Sheet that highlights events in this matter, a 

sheet detailing court rulings on the Right to Practice on a shooting range as an 

ancillary right of the Second Amendment to Right to Keep and Bear Arms, a copy 

of the 2004 Agreement and a copy of Florida Statutes 790.333.   



FACT SHEET 

SWFWMD Malicious Lawsuits Against Skyway Trap & Skeet Club 

 

• The Southwest Florida Water Management District (“SWFWMD”) is a state agency. 

Skyway Trap & Skeet Club (“Skyway”) is a not-for-profit, Florida Sport Shooting 

Range located in Pinellas County, Florida. Skyway has been in business for 71 

years. SWFWMD owns land adjacent to Skyway. 

 

• SWFMWD has continuously demonstrated a malicious intent to drive Skyway out of 

business. Using tax-payer dollars to fund lawsuits, SWFWMD has sued Skyway 

three times. 

 

1. “1975 Lawsuit” – SWFWMD v. Leon H. Sellers, et al., Case No. 75-44807, Circuit 

Court, 6th Judicial Circuit of Florida, in which SWFWMD “took” Skyway’s land 

through eminent domain resulting in the court granting Skyway a “perpetual right 

and easement to utilize the property as a drop zone or fallout zone for expanded 

shotgun ammunition.” 

 

2. “2000 Lawsuit” – SWFWMD v. Skyway, Case No. 00-2649-CJ-7, Circuit Court, 

6th Judicial Circuit of Florida, in which SWFWMD sued Skyway to permanently 

prevent any shooting at Skyway and to eliminate Skyway’s easement rights. This 

lawsuit was dismissed with prejudice as required by Chapter 790, Florida 

Statutes, The Sport Shooting and Training Range Protection Act (the “Act”) 

(attached as Exhibit “A”). 

 

3. “2015 Lawsuit” – SWFWMD v. Skyway, Case No. 15-005277-CA-20, Circuit 

Court, 6th Judicial Circuit of Florida, in which SWFWMD is now suing to 

permanently and completely prevent Skyway’s users from shooting whatsoever. 

 

• In connection with the 2000 Lawsuit, SWFWMD was required (per settlement 

agreement attached as Exhibit “B”) to construct an “earthen berm” between the 

Skyway and SWFWMD properties. SWFWMD improperly constructed the berm 

resulting in the death of at least one worker. SWFWMD also failed to construct the 

berm at sufficient height. Finally, SWFWMD failed to engineer the berm to support 

any kind of “shot barrier” which would compensate for the insufficient height. 

 

• After making it impossible and unsafe for the berm to support such a shot barrier, 

SWFWMD filed the 2015 Lawsuit to force Skyway to install a shot barrier 

nonetheless! This is not only disingenuous; it is malicious. 

 



• The lawsuits have depleted Skyway’s financial resources and if SWFWMD prevails 

in enjoining shooting activity at Skyway, Skyway will be forced out of business and 

thousands of people will be denied their 2nd Amendment constitutional rights.  

 

• The Act addresses the important constitutional value of maintaining sport shooting 

and training ranges across the state of Florida. 

 

• The Act recognizes the Florida Department of Environmental Protection’s “Best 

Management Practices” at sport shooting and training ranges to minimize 

environmental impacts. 

 

• The Act further recognizes that litigation against, and unnecessary regulation of, 

sport shooting and training ranges is a deprivation of constitutional liberty 

guaranteed by the 2nd Amendment to the United States Constitution. 

 

• The legislature intended to prevent lawsuits by state agencies against sport shooting 

ranges. The Act protects sport shooting ranges from government initiated lawsuits, 

while preserving the rights of owners of private property adjoining a sport shooting 

range. SWFWMD is not a private property owner. 

 

Chapter 790.333 (5), Florida Statutes. 

 

(5) SPORT SHOOTING AND TRAINING RANGE PROTECTION.— 

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any public or private owner, 

operator, employee, agent, contractor, customer, lender, insurer, or user of any 

sport shooting or training range located in this state shall have immunity from 

lawsuits and other legal actions from the state and any of its agencies, special 

purpose districts, or political subdivisions for any claims of any kind associated 

with the use, release, placement, deposition, or accumulation of any projectile in 

the environment, on or under that sport shooting or training range, or any other 

property over which the range has an easement, leasehold, or other legal right of 

use, if the sport shooting or training range owner or operator has made a good 

faith effort to comply with subsection (4). 

 

• Notwithstanding the Act’s crystal clear prohibition against SWFWMD ever filing a 

lawsuit against any sport shooting range, SWFWMD is intentionally and maliciously 

suing Skyway now. 

 

• This malicious and intentional violation of the Act should be punished as prescribed 

in Chapter 790.333 (7), Florida Statutes. 

(7) PENALTIES.—Any official, agent, or employee of a county, municipality, 

town, special purpose district, or other political subdivision or agent of the state, 



while he or she was acting in his or her official capacity and within the scope of 

his or her employment or office, who intentionally and maliciously violates the 

provisions of this section or is party to bringing an action in violation of this 

section commits a misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in ss. 

775.082 and 775.083. 

• The Legislature should act again to stop SWFWMD’s intentional and malicious use 

of lawsuits to run sport shooting and training ranges out of business, by mandating 

the dismissal of the 2015 Lawsuit with prejudice, by making SWFWMD reimburse 

Skyway for all attorney’s fees, costs and expenses, by abolishing SWFWMD as a 

governmental entity, and by requesting the Attorney General to investigate and 

prosecute, if warranted, SWFWMD’s intentional and malicious violations of the Act. 

 

 



Second Amendment Rights violated by SWFWMD 

The Right to Practice, to shoot on a shooting range, flows from the Right to Keep and 
Bear Arms.  The Right to Practice is an ancillary right derived from the Second 
Amendment.  Courts have ruled that the right to practice on a shooting range is 
essential to the exercise of the Second Amendment. 

Ezell v. City of Chicago, 651 F.3d 684 (7
th

 Cir. 2011), at Head Note 17 states the 

following:   

NOTE: The central component  of the Second Amendment, U.S. Const. 
Amend. II, is the right to keep and bear arms for defense of self, family, and 
home. The right to possess firearms for protection implies a corresponding 
right to acquire and maintain proficiency in their use; the core right would 
not mean much without the training and practice that make it effective. 
HN17 

Further in  Ezell v. City of Chicago, 651 F.3d 684, at 704 (7
th

 Cir. 2011), the court 

held: 

“The plaintiffs challenge only the City's ban on firing ranges, so our first 

question is whether range training is categorically unprotected by the 
Second Amendment. Heller and McDonald suggest to the contrary. The Court 

emphasized in both cases that the "central component" of the Second 

Amendment is the right to keep and bear arms for defense of self, family, 
and home.  Heller, 554 U.S. at 599; McDonald, 130 S. Ct. at 3048.   The 

right to possess firearms for protection implies a corresponding right to 
acquire and maintain proficiency in their use; the core right wouldn't mean 

much without the training and practice that make it effective. Several 
passages in Heller support this understanding. Examining post- Civil War 

legal commentaries to confirm the founding-era "individual right" 
understanding of the Second Amendment, the Court quoted at length from 

the "massively popular 1868 Treatise on Constitutional Limitations" by judge 
and professor Thomas Cooley: "[T]o bear arms implies something more than 

the mere keeping; it implies the learning to handle and use them . . . ; it 
implies the right to meet for voluntary discipline in arms, observing in doing 

so the laws of public order." 554 U.S. at 616, 617-18 (internal quotation 
marks omitted); see also id. at 619 ("'No doubt, a citizen who keeps a gun 

or pistol under judicious precautions, practices in safe places the use of it, 

and in due time teaches his sons to do the same, exercises his individual 
right.'" (quoting BENJAMIN VAUGHAN ABBOTT, JUDGE AND JURY: A POPULAR 

EXPLANATION OF THE LEADING TOPICS IN THE LAW OF THE LAND 333 (1880))).” 



















Select Year:   

The 2015 Florida Statutes

Title XLVI

CRIMES

Chapter 790

WEAPONS AND FIREARMS

View Entire Chapter

790.333 Sport shooting and training range protection; liability; claims, expenses, and fees; penalties;

preemption; construction.—

(1) LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS.—

(a) The Legislature finds that in excess of 400 sport shooting and training ranges exist on public and private

lands throughout this state.

(b) These sport shooting and training ranges are widely used and enjoyed by the residents of this state and

are a necessary component of the guarantees of the Second Amendment to the United States Constitution and

of s. 8, Art. I of the State Constitution.

(c) Many of these ranges are used by state and local law enforcement agencies for training, practice, and

regular mandatory qualification by law enforcement officers; by Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission

hunter safety instructors who teach adults and youngsters in the safe use and handling of firearms in

preparation for obtaining hunting licenses; by school boards, colleges, and universities for reserve officer

training corps training and activities; by school shooting teams; by Olympic competitors; and by certified

instructors who teach the safe use and handling of firearms in preparation for applying for licenses to carry

concealed firearms for lawful self-protection.

(d) The public policy of the State of Florida is to encourage the safe handling and operation of firearms and

mandates appropriate training in the safe use and handling of firearms for persons licensed to carry concealed

firearms and for persons licensed to hunt in the state. Sport shooting and training ranges throughout this state

provide the location at which this important public purpose is served and at which the firearms training

mandates are fulfilled.

(e) Projectiles are integral to sport shooting and training range activity and to the ownership and use of

firearms.

(f) Over years of operation, projectiles have accumulated in the environment at many ranges. Whether this

projectile accumulation has caused or will cause degradation of the environment or harm to human health

depends on factors that are site-specific. Therefore, sport shooting and training ranges must be allowed

flexibility to apply appropriate environmental management practices at ranges. The use of environmental

management practices can be implemented to avoid or reduce any potential for adverse environmental

impact.

(g) The Department of Environmental Protection, in collaboration with shooting range owners and

operators, sport shooting organizations, law enforcement representatives, and university researchers, has

developed shooting range best management practices in order to minimize any potential for any adverse

environmental impact resulting from the operation of shooting ranges.

(h) Appropriate environmental management practices, when implemented where applicable, can minimize

or eliminate environmental impacts associated with projectiles. Environmental management practices to

maintain or to improve the condition of ranges is evolving and will continue to evolve.

(i) Unnecessary litigation and unnecessary regulation by governmental agencies of sport shooting and

Statutes & Constitution :View Statutes : Online Sunshine http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statut...

1 of 4 2/8/2016 9:05 AM



training ranges impairs the ability of residents of this state to ensure safe handling of firearms and to enjoy the

recreational opportunities ranges provide. The cost of defending these actions is prohibitive and threatens to

bankrupt and destroy the sport shooting and training range industry.

(j) The Department of Environmental Protection does not have nor has it ever had authority to force

permitting requirements of part IV of chapter 403 on owners and operators of sport shooting and training

ranges.

(k) The elimination of sport shooting ranges will unnecessarily impair the ability of residents of this state to

exercise and practice their constitutional guarantees under the Second Amendment to the United States

Constitution and under s. 8, Art. I of the State Constitution.

(2) LEGISLATIVE INTENT.—The Legislature intends to protect public and private sport shooting or training

range owners, operators, users, employees, agents, contractors, customers, lenders, and insurers from lawsuits

and other legal actions by the state, special purpose districts, or political subdivisions and to promote

maximum flexibility for implementation of environmental management practices and of the principles of

risk-based corrective action pursuant to s. 376.30701. It is also the intent of the Legislature that legal action

against sport shooting and training ranges will only be a last-resort option and be available only to the

department and only after all reasonable efforts to resolve disputes at shooting ranges, including compliance

assistance, negotiations, and alternative dispute resolution, have been attempted.

(3) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this act:

(a) “Department” means the Department of Environmental Protection.

(b) “Operator” means any person who operates or has operated a sport shooting or training range.

(c) “Owner” means any person who owns or has owned a sport shooting or training range or any interest

therein.

(d) “Projectile” means any object expelled, propelled, discharged, shot, or otherwise released from a

firearm, BB gun, airgun, or similar device, including, but not limited to, gunpowder, ammunition, lead, shot,

skeet, and trap targets and associated chemicals, derivatives, and constituents thereof.

(e) “Environmental management practices” includes but is not limited to Best Management Practices for

Environmental Stewardship of Florida Shooting Ranges as developed by the Department of Environmental

Protection. Such practices include, but are not limited to, control and containment of projectiles, prevention

of the migration of projectiles and their constituents to ground and surface water, periodic removal and

recycling of projectiles, and documentation of actions taken.

(f) “Environment” means the air, water, surface water, sediment, soil, and groundwater and other natural

and manmade resources of this state.

(g) “User” means any person, partner, joint venture, business or social entity, or corporation, or any group

of the foregoing, organized or united for a business, sport, or social purpose.

(h) “Sport shooting and training range” or “range” means any area that has been designed, or operated for

the use of, firearms, rifles, shotguns, pistols, silhouettes, skeet, trap, black powder, BB guns, airguns, or similar

devices, or any other type of sport or training shooting.

(4) DUTIES.—

(a) No later than January 1, 2005, the department shall make a good faith effort to provide copies of the

Best Management Practices for Environmental Stewardship of Florida Shooting Ranges to all owners or

operators of sport shooting or training ranges. The department shall also provide technical assistance with

implementing environmental management practices, which may include workshops, demonstrations, or other

guidance, if any owner or operator of sport shooting or training ranges requests such assistance.

(b) No later than January 1, 2006, sport shooting or training range owners, operators, tenants, or occupants

shall implement situation appropriate environmental management practices.

(c) If contamination is suspected or identified by any owner, operator, tenant, or occupant of sport shooting
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or training ranges, any owner, operator, tenant, or occupant of sport shooting or training ranges may request

that the department assist with or perform contamination assessment, including, but not limited to, assistance

preparing and presenting a plan to confirm the presence and extent of contamination.

(d) If contamination is suspected or identified by a third-party complaint or adjacent property sampling

events, the department shall give 60 days’ notice to the sport shooting or training range owner, operator,

tenant, or occupant of the department’s intent to enter the site for the purpose of investigating potential

sources of contamination. The department may assist with or perform contamination assessment, including,

but not limited to, assistance preparing and presenting a plan to confirm the presence and extent of

contamination.

(e) If the department confirms contamination under paragraph (c) or paragraph (d), principles of risk-based

corrective action pursuant to s. 376.30701 shall be applied to sport shooting or training ranges. Application of

the minimum risk-based corrective action principles shall be the primary responsibility of the sport shooting

range or training range owner or operator for implementation, however, the department may assist in these

efforts. Risk-based corrective action plans used for these cleanups shall be based upon the presumption that

the sport shooting or training range is an industrial use and not a residential use and will continue to be

operated as a sport shooting or training range.

(5) SPORT SHOOTING AND TRAINING RANGE PROTECTION.—

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any public or private owner, operator, employee, agent,

contractor, customer, lender, insurer, or user of any sport shooting or training range located in this state shall

have immunity from lawsuits and other legal actions from the state and any of its agencies, special purpose

districts, or political subdivisions for any claims of any kind associated with the use, release, placement,

deposition, or accumulation of any projectile in the environment, on or under that sport shooting or training

range, or any other property over which the range has an easement, leasehold, or other legal right of use, if

the sport shooting or training range owner or operator has made a good faith effort to comply with subsection

(4).

(b) Nothing in this act is intended to impair or diminish the private property rights of owners of property

adjoining a sport shooting or training range.

(c) The sport shooting and training range protections provided by this act are supplemental to any other

protections provided by general law.

(6) WITHDRAWALS OF CLAIMS AND RECOVERY OF EXPENSES AND ATTORNEY’S FEES.—

(a) Within 90 days after the effective date of this act becoming law, all claims by the state and any of its

agencies, special purpose districts, or political subdivisions against sport shooting or training ranges pending in

any court of this state or before any administrative agency on January 1, 2004, shall be withdrawn. The

termination of such cases shall have no effect on the defendant’s cause of action for damages, reasonable

attorney’s fees, and costs.

(b) In any action filed in violation of this act after the effective date of this act, the defendant shall

recover all expenses resulting from such action from the governmental body, person, or entity bringing such

unlawful action.

(7) PENALTIES.—Any official, agent, or employee of a county, municipality, town, special purpose district,

or other political subdivision or agent of the state, while he or she was acting in his or her official capacity and

within the scope of his or her employment or office, who intentionally and maliciously violates the provisions

of this section or is party to bringing an action in violation of this section commits a misdemeanor of the first

degree, punishable as provided in ss. 775.082 and 775.083.

(8) PREEMPTION.—Except as expressly provided by general law, the Legislature hereby declares that it is

occupying the whole field of regulation of firearms and ammunition use at sport shooting and training ranges,

including the environmental effects of projectile deposition at sport shooting and training ranges.
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(9) The provisions of this act shall supersede any conflicting provisions of chapter 376 or chapter 403.

(10) CONSTRUCTION.—This act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its remedial and deterrent

purposes.

History.—s. 1, ch. 2004-56.
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From: Schenone, Lauren
To: Bustamante, Jeri
Subject: FW: UPDATED QA
Date: Friday, March 11, 2016 12:00:25 PM
Attachments: 2 24 16 QA 207PM.docx

From: Schutz, Jackie 
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 2:29 PM
To: Maul, Wes ; Bustamante, Jeri ; Schenone, Lauren 
Cc: Sunburst 
Subject: UPDATED QA
PLEASE SHOW



Q&A February 24, 2016 

NEWS OF THE DAY 

Q: Are you worried you are not going to get YOUR tax cut or YOUR EFI bill done? 
It looks like you are not getting anything important to YOU done this session? 

• This is the process. We are weeks away from the end of session.  The 
Speaker and President know my priorities and I am confident that we will 
ALL end with a great session. 

 
Q: You are nowhere on tax cuts in the Senate.  Do you think you will get $1 
billion in tax cuts? 

• We clearly have the revenues to cut $1 billion in taxes this year. 
• Cutting taxes is a priority for growing jobs and it has been a priority for me since I 

first ran for Governor in 2010.  I have been supportive of the President and 
Speaker’s priorities and I am confident they will be supportive of my priorities. 

• We have been talking to President Gardiner, Speaker Crisafulli, Senator Lee, 
Senator Latvala, Representative Boyd and Representative Corcoran and they 
have been working hard to make this a great session. 

 
Q: Why did you attack AFP yesterday? 

• There is no question that creating the Florida Enterprise Fund NOT ONLY 
HAS A GUARTEED RETURN ON INVESTMENT FOR TAXPAYERS BUT WILL 
DIVERSIFY OUR ECONOMY AND CREATE JOBS. 

• Anyone who thinks this is not true is simply uninformed on the incentive process 
in Florida and how it is better than the process in every other state. 
 

Q: Are you worried Dr. Armstrong won’t be confirmed? 
• Dr. Armstrong is a fighter.  Not only is he fighting against colon cancer, he 

has continued to fight for the wellbeing of everyone in our state- whether it 
is against Ebola, Zika or increasing cancer research funding.  He is hands 
down the best person we could have for this job in the country. 

• I know Governor Tom Wolf in Pennsylvania just announced he has cancer. 
Commissioner Stewart has breast cancer.  It is admirable that these men and 
women serve when battling these illnesses and our thoughts and prayers are 
with them. 
 

Q: Did you or any of your staff direct SWFWMD to drop their lawsuit against a 
skeet club in Pinellas Park? 

• Of course we have been aware of this issue.   
• I’m glad SWFWMD and the skeet club are working together on a solution 

that is good for everyone. 

Q: Will you sign legislation to remove a statue of a Confederate General from 
Statuary Hall in Washington DC? 

• If this bill gets to my desk in its current form, I would sign it. 
 



Q: Do you still support Uber even after an Uber driver was accused of killing six 
in Michigan? 

• I support a free and competitive market, but we always need to balance this 
with ways to keep people safe. 

• I am happy to continue to keep working with the House and Senate on ways to 
succeed on both of these priorities. 

 
Q: Why are you supporting the mandatory minimum sentencing bill? 

• I listened to law enforcement leaders including the Police Chiefs 
Association and the Sheriffs Association on this bill and I was proud to 
sign it today.  

 
Q: Do you support the pension reform bill that’s going through the Legislature?  

• I know this is a priority for Mayor Lenny Curry and I will review any final 
legislation that makes it to my desk. 

If pressed on what your meeting with him is about:  
• I meet with mayors all the time and look forward to meeting with Mayor Curry 

today.  
 
2016 
 
Q: Do you think Jeb Bush dropped out of the presidential race too early?  

• He was a great governor and developed a world-class education system in 
Florida. I am sure he will continue to keep working on causes that will 
improve our state and country. 

 
Q: Are you going to be Donald Trump’s VP? When will you endorse him? 

• I have two MAJOR priorities this legislative session – a $250 million Florida 
Enterprise Fund and $1 billion in tax cuts.  THAT IS MY FOCUS. 

• I hope EVERY candidate running for President will publish a jobs plan with 
specific information on how to they will grow our economy and create jobs.  I still 
think that is the most important issue facing our country. 

• As far as anything beyond that, I continue to watch the debates and what the 
candidates are saying and I will make up my mind before I cast my vote. 

 



From: Schenone, Lauren
To: Lattanze, Clare; Chelsea Sullivan
Subject: FW: looking for comment & a copy of a letter
Date: Tuesday, February 09, 2016 12:35:27 PM

please add to the log – 2/09, COB

From: Tupps, John 
Sent: Tuesday, February 09, 2016 11:56 AM
To: _Press <_Press@eog.myflorida.com>
Subject: Fwd: looking for comment & a copy of a letter

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Craig Pittman <craig@tampabay.com>
Date: February 9, 2016 at 11:54:52 AM EST
To: "Tupps, John" <John.Tupps@eog.myflorida.com>
Subject: looking for comment & a copy of a letter

Hey John,
Hope you’re doing well.
Sunshine State News says Marion Hammer of the NRA sent the governor’s office a
 letter at 7:45 a.m. demanding he abolish the Southwest Florida Water Management
 District. I’d like to get a copy of that letter, and also a comment from the EOG in
 response.
It’s for a daily story so ASAP pretty please.
Thanks!
Craig Pittman
Tampa Bay Times
P.O. Box 1121
St. Petersburg, FL 33731-1121
727-893-8530/fax 727-893-8675
craig@tampabay.com
https://twitter.com/craigtimes
Coming July 4:
OH FLORIDA! HOW AMERICA'S WEIRDEST STATE
INFLUENCES THE REST OF THE COUNTRY
by Craig Pittman
http://www.amazon.ca/Oh-Florida-Americas-Weirdest-
Influences/dp/1250071208
Already in stores:

THE SCENT OF SCANDAL: GREED, BETRAYAL, AND
THE WORLD'S MOST BEAUTIFUL ORCHID
by Craig Pittman
http://www.amazon.com/The-Scent-Scandal-Betrayal-
Beautiful/dp/0813039746



From: MPHammer1@aol.com
To: Moulton, Diane
Subject: For Governor Scott
Date: Thursday, February 11, 2016 7:43:27 PM

Below is a comment that someone posted to the Sunshine State News Article on abolishing Swiftmud. I don't
 know who wrote it but I wish I did. He or she remembers stuff I had forgotten. It's important stuff

Submitted by What I know on February 10, 2016 - 6:59pm

What I Know......... Skyway Trap & Skeet Club was started in 1945 and incorporated in 1947. Skyway owned
 the property on which it deposited spent lead (from shotgun shells). 

Sawgrass Lake Park – The project began in 1972 to provide flood protection to the city of Pinellas Park. A
 water-control structure was built to facilitate drainage canal (road runoff, etc.) improvements and to maintain
 desirable water level fluctuations in Sawgrass Lake and the surrounding swamp. 

In a 1975 lawsuit SWFWMD sued Skyway Trap & Skeet Club and took Skyway's land through eminent
 domain, resulting in the court granting Skyway a "perpetual right and easement to utilize the property... as a
 drop zone or fallout zone for expanded shotgun ammunition." 

In 2000 SWFWMD sued Skyway Trap & Skeet, alleging the gun club had polluted Sawgrass Lake with lead
 shot. SWFWMD sued Skyway to permanently prevent any shooting at Skyway, and to eliminate Skyway's
 easement rights. The lawsuit was dismissed with prejudice. 

Per the 2004 settlement agreement, that Skyway was forced to sign, SWFWMD was required to construct an
 earthen berm, of sufficient height, between Skyway and SWFWMD property. 

• SWFWMD improperly constructed the berm, resulting in the death of at least one worker. 

• SWFWMD failed to construct the berm at sufficient height. 

• SWFWMD failed to engineer the berm to support any kind of "shot barrier" which would compensate for the
 insufficient height. After making it impossible and unsafe for Skyway Trap & Skeet Club to install a "shot
 barrier" SWFWMD filed a lawsuit in 2015 against Skyway to permanently and completely prevent Skyway's
 members and guests from shooting whatsoever. 

Skyway Trap & Skeet Club did offer to clean up all of the lead shot. This is something that gun clubs do
 periodically. Gun clubs make a considerable amount of money in reclaiming shot because it is cleaned and
 re-sold. 

However, SWFWMD refused to allow Skyway Trap & Skeet access to the property to "clean up the lead shot".
 

In 2001, Skyway changed from using lead shot to steel shot only (not considered a contaminant) and also
 changed to bio-degradable clay targets in good faith. 
Skyway implemented the Department of Environmental Protection Best Management Practices (BMP) for
 shooting ranges and has strictly adhered to these guidelines since implementation. 

SWFWMD presents Sawgrass Lake Park as a pristine wildlife habitat. Sawgrass Lake Park is, in fact, a "lake
 and swamp system designed to provide natural water treatment to enhance the quality of water draining to
 Tampa Bay." Per the SWFWMD website description. 

Where does the water come from that fills Sawgrass Lake? Pinellas Park drainage ditches into which gutters
 direct road runoff - carrying everything that can and does leak/spill onto the roads/ground - oil, transmission
 fluid, gasoline, antifreeze, brake fluid, brake dust (lead), pesticides, herbicides, household cleaners and any
 number of other chemicals. 

Sawgrass Lake Park was, for decades, a dumping ground for used mattresses, appliances, vehicles and



 trash. 

Sawgrass Lake contains anything but clean water! SWFWMD is notorious for this type of behavior –
 absolutely a bully and above the law. 

There are hundreds, if not thousands, of stories very similar to this one. The reason, I believe, that Marion
 Hammer, et al. are calling for SWFWMD to be defunded is to get their attention and make SWFWMD
 understand that they cannot continue to conduct business in this manner. 

Laws are in place that are not being followed. Agreements are in place that are not being followed by
 SWFWMD, therefore making it impossible for Skyway to do what they were forced to agree to. 

Whether or not you are a 2nd Amendment supporter is neither here nor there. SWFWMD has the power to
 take an entire neighborhood, via eminent domain, for a "very important project that must be done to better the
 community." Only to sit on the property for several years then decide the project isn't so important and sell the
 property to a developer......... with no repercussions. Would you like to be on the receiving end of that?

http://www.sunshinestatenews.com/story/nra-rick-scott-abolish-southwest-florida-water-management-district-
second-amendment-violations?
utm_source=Constant%20Contact&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=News%20Alert#sthash.zk0DrkN0.dpuf



From: Stearns, Heather
To: Cerio, Tim; Penrod, Peter
Subject: Fw: Former Basin Board Member Backs Up claims of SWFWMD misconduct
Date: Monday, February 15, 2016 8:29:38 AM

Sent using OWA for iPhone

From: MPHammer1@aol.com 
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 8:09:42 AM
To: MPHammer1@aol.com
Subject: Former Basin Board Member Backs Up claims of SWFWMD misconduct
-------- Original message --------
From: Terry England Date: 02/14/2016 6:22 PM (GMT-05:00) 
To: rick.scott@eog.myflorida.com 
Subject: SWFWMD / Skyway issues 

Dear Governor Scott,

SWFWMD / Skyway Trap and Skeet issues - 

In my opinion, the case is actually an "eminent domain / buyer beware" situation gone wrong and Ms.
 Hammer's chronological series of events is the most accurate I have ever read. I was the longest serving
 member of any of the Basin Boards appointed twice by Bush and twice by Christ, because Brooksville
 staff wanted me reappointed because "I ask good questions". 

In 1975 SWFWMD convinced a judge that along with the 315 acres of cat tails they owned at Sawgrass
 Lake they also needed Skyway's 15 acres which was used as their "Drop Zone". Remember, Emanate
 Domain is to be used for "taking", by the government "for the good of the public", and not necessarily "for
 the good of the raccoons and opossums".

The judge in 1975 granted a "Shot Drop Zone Easement" on the land the SWFWMD insisted on taking. 

Fast forward 25 years and DEP threatens to sue SWFWMD over high levels of lead coming out of the
 pipes draining Sawgrass Lake. There is no clear indication that the elevated levels of lead are coming
 from shot anymore than runoff from I-275 or surround neighborhoods. 

After listening to SWFWMD "legal council" for a year and a half about how they were going to "go after
 this gun club" and occasionally mentioning a "shot easement", I finally asked "How in the heck did they
 ever get granted a Shot Easement on OUR property, unless it was originally their's and we took in in an
 Eminent Domain taking and a judge granted them a Shot Easement?" 

To which they sheepishly answered "Well yes Mr. England, that is actually what happened". So I said
 something like "Let me see if I have this straight, we 'took' their property from them 30 years ago, didn't
 do our due diligence and now want to sue them over possible lead contamination - you better hope for a
 bench trial because in a jury trial we are going to get our ass handed to us." 

The tenacious SWFWMD Legal staff wanted to press on, and they scoffed at me when I suggested that
 we swap 15 or 20 acres of some the 165,000 acres SWFWMD controls for the Skyway site, so we can
 clean it up and create better access to the park from US -19 rather than through the residential
 neighborhood and give Skyway a place to go. They said "We would never do that and we're going to
 make them clean it up". I pulled them to the side and said "They are a Not for Profit Club and Judges,
 mayors, attorneys, sheriffs along with the public shoot out there and I don't think we should screw with
 them". Legal Council's answer was "too bad we're going after them". 



A week or two later I learned that the SWFWMD director had been summoned to Tallahassee for a
 meeting with Governor Bush on a Friday which was out of the ordinary. That Sunday night I got a call
 from a SWFWMD staff member and they said "You were exactly right, the Governor ordered it 'settled'
 and that he didn't need the NRA all over his ass." 

Monday morning a press release went out saying something to the effect that "A break through had been
 reached and that SWFWMD was going to clean up the site, build a berm of sufficient height to contain
 the shot on the Skyway property and drop any law suits." - funny how that happened. 

As a background, here is how I got tangled up in this mess

1) In the 1980's members of the Board of Directors at the Chamber knew I was a diver and spent a lot of
 time out in the Gulf

2) When Florida Power Corporation proposed a De-sal plant at Anclote River (Yes that was the first
 location) they sent me to the FPC dog and pony show to investigate. While there I had a conversation
 with then County Commissioner Todd 

3) Commissioner Todd invited me to represent the Chamber at 1995 "Year of the Gulf" symposium
 celebrating 500th year since the discovery of the Gulf of Mexico. 

4) When Leslie Waters was running for a Fla. State House seat she heard I knew a little about the De-sal
 issues and she hunted me down. I told her "De-sal is a bad deal, too much stuff in the water column and
 too much pressure need to push through the the membranes - Brackish water Reverse Osmosis would
 use Pinellas County a a primary filter, so no critters to deal with, a lower salt concentrate and and would
 operate at 125 psi rather that 600 psi." When asked in a Public Forum with cameras rolling her opinion
 on De-sal she regurgitated my answer and made all the other candidates look stupid so she go elected.

5) Leslie was elected and when Jeb was looking for nominee appointments for the SWFWMD Basin
 Boards Leslie nominated me, I was approved by the Senate and appointed by Governor Bush. 

6) I was then appointed twice by Gov. Bush, which was quiet uncommon and twice by Gov Crist. I was
 paroled by Gov. Scott when he was looking for ways to reduce the size of Government. See the article
 attached below referenced in the subject line. 

7) I'm equally as happy with the positive things I was able to do on the Basin Board as I am with the the
 stupid things I was able to prevent SWFWMD from doing during my service. I did not always prevail in
 those efforts. 

http://www.tampabay.com/news/environment/water/on-orders-from-gov-scott-swiftmud-eliminates-seven-
basin-boards/1171474

I suggest we encourage the governor to have SWFWMD complete the necessary shot screening at the
 the District's expense for Skyway's continued existence as an established 85 year old sporting clays
 location in central Pinellas County. 

Terry England, former Pinellas - Anclote Basin Board member

IF GOVERNOR CAN ABOLISH SEVEN (7) Basin Boards, He can stat the ball rolling to abolish
 SWFWMD.

http://www.tampabay.com/news/environment/water/on-orders-from-gov-scott-swiftmud-eliminates-seven-
basin-boards/1171474



From: Bustamante, Jeri
To: Schutz, Jackie
Subject: Fwd: DRAFT
Date: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 7:33:42 AM
Attachments: 2.24.16 QA.docx

ATT00001.htm

Jeri Bustamante
Office of Governor Rick Scott
jeri.bustamante@eog.myflorida.com
(850) 544-2800
www.FLGov.com

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Bustamante, Jeri" <Jeri.Bustamante@eog.myflorida.com>
Date: February 23, 2016 at 9:11:13 PM EST
To: "Bustamante, Jeri" <Jeri.Bustamante@eog.myflorida.com>
Subject: DRAFT



Q&A February 23, 2016 

NEWS OF THE DAY 

Q: Do you still support Uber even after an Uber driver was accused of killing six 
in Michigan? 

• I don’t know the details of this case but my heart goes out to the victims’ 
families. I want to make sure everyone in our state is safe. 

• As I’ve said before, local governments and special interests should not be 
picking winners and losers in the free market 

• We clearly need a statewide solution that will let innovative companies like Uber 
and Lyft freely compete. 

• I know the Legislature will bring this issue up next session and I hope we can 
find a way to allow these companies to compete that is fair for the companies 
and safe for consumers. That is something I would support. 

  
Q: Why are you supporting the mandatory minimum sentences bill? 

• I wanted to hear from Florida law enforcement on this and get their 
recommendation. This bill is supported by the Florida Sheriffs Association 
and the Florida Police Chiefs Association and the national Rifle 
Association and it removes aggravated assault from the list of offenses 
include in the 10-20-Life law. 

 
Q: Do you support the pension reform bill that’s going through the Legislature?  

• I know Mayor Lenny Curry is working on this and I will review any final 
legislation that makes it to my desk. 

 
Q: Are you worried you are not going to get YOUR tax cut or YOUR EFI bill done? 
It looks like you are not getting anything important to YOU done this session? 

• I am very confident that we will ALL be successful this session. 
• We started the session strong by signing into law the President’s unique 

abilities legislation and the Speaker’s water legislation, and I expect to end 
the session strong with a $1 billion tax cut and a $250 million dedicated 
Florida Enterprise Fund 

 
Q: What’s the latest on the request your office sent to the U.S. Army Corps to 
move water south to ease flooding in the Everglades?  

• I requested the U.S. Army Corps agreed to move more water south and I 
appreciate their quick action to ease effects of flooding in the Everglades. 

• This action will help prevent a die off of wildlife whose habitat is currently flooded 
and eventually relieve pressure from discharges to the Estuaries.   

 

Background:  

• This year I recommended the state:  



o Create a dedicated source of funding that will ensure that $5 billion is 
invested in Everglades restoration over the next 20 years. 
 This funding will ensure that the state is able to fund its share of 

restoration projects and the construction of the C-43 and C-44 
reservoirs – projects that will provide almost 100 billion gallons 
of water storage to protect the St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee 
estuaries.  

• Include a $151 million investment in Everglades restoration for the upcoming 
fiscal year. 

Q: Marion Hammer released a statement calling on you to abolish the South 
Florida Water Management District. Will you investigate or abolish the water 
management district? 

• I am confident water management board members and the NRA can work 
together on a solution that is good for everyone. 

If pressed:  
• I think they can come to a resolution without drastic action.  

 
Q: It looks like the compact you signed could be in legislation soon. Are you 
encouraged by how it is going through the legislature? 

• As I have always said, the compact is a good deal for our state - it will 
generate thousands of jobs and have a large economic impact across our 
state - but I will respect whatever the President and Speaker decide to do. 

 
Q: The Senate says you're advocating for an increase in property taxes to pay for 
an increase in public school spending.  Sen. Gaetz also says your plan to fund 
education is a “property tax increase on small businesses and families.”  What is 
your response? 

• I want to cut as many taxes and fees as I can.  That’s why I am working with 
the Legislature to cut $1 billion in taxes this year – on top of the 50 taxes 
we have already cut. 

• When home values rise, that is a good thing for families in our state. 
 

Q: Will you support the alimony reform bill that will end permanent alimony and 
push judges toward granting 50-50 time-sharing custody between parents?  

• I haven’t seen this bill yet.  
 
Q: Legislation to outlaw LGBT discrimination is dead in the legislature now.  
Don’t you think Florida needs to extend civil rights protections to gay, bisexual 
and transgender Floridians? 

• I don’t believe anyone should be discriminated against, but I haven’t seen 
that specific legislation. 

 
 
 



Q: Will you support legislation requiring a unanimous verdict from the jury in 
order to recommend the death penalty? 

• I haven’t reviewed this legislation yet – but, it is my most solemn duty to 
uphold the law and my top concern is always for the families of these 
victims. 

 
Q: Do you support legislation allowing some people to carry concealed weapons 
on college campuses? 

• I haven’t reviewed this legislation yet, but I am a strong supporter of the 
second amendment.  

If pressed:  
• It is important to keep schools and students safe, but I haven’t seen specific 

legislation. 
 

Q: Do you support open carry? 
• I haven’t reviewed this legislation yet, but I am a strong supporter of the 

second amendment.  
 
Q: Do you think Florida should move forward with the scheduled execution in 
March even after attorneys are calling for the Florida Supreme Court should 
determine how to apply the recent U.S. Supreme Court ruling that the state's 
death penalty system is unconstitutional? 

• We will wait to see what the court says. Obviously, we will continue to 
follow the law. 

 
Q: Florida leads in the U.S. in new H.I.V cases after you cut funding at the 
Department of Health? Doesn’t that concern you? 

• Florida is spending a record $34 million on HIV and AIDS prevention this 
year and Dr. Armstrong is committed to doing he can to prevent the spread 
of this disease. 

• If pressed on staff reductions:  
• We are always looking for efficiencies in state government but staff reductions 

did not impact the surveillance, education, prevention, counseling, testing, 
care and treatment of HIV/AIDS patients. 

 
Q: A senate panel wants voters to choose the Commissioner of Education and 
the Secretary of State.  What are your thoughts on these proposals? 

• I don’t see a need for either of these bills. 
 

Q: The Department of Health has cut hundreds of positions at county health 
departments, including 20 positions in Hillsborough where there are cases of 
Zika. Do you think this will impact emergency response? 

• Absolutely not.  
• These position reductions have not affected emergency readiness capabilities or 

impacted the delivery of services at the Department of Health.  



• In the event of any emergency, we’ll work with Dr. Armstrong to make sure the 
Department of Health has all of the resources needed to keep families safe. 

 
Q: Do you think there should be a Constitutional amendment requiring that future 
gambling licenses get statewide voter approval? 

• I know this is an issue that some legislative members are interested in 
exploring and we look forward to working with them to reach a positive 
outcome for the state of Florida, even on issues outside of the compact 
agreement itself.    

   
Q: Outside of the compact, do you generally support the expansion of gaming in 
Florida? 

• I believe that Floridians in local communities where gaming expansion is 
being considered should have a say on it.   

• This compact is a good deal for the state because it creates a cap on the amount 
of gaming that can be offered by the Seminole Tribe and limits the expansion of 
gaming in the state. 

  
Q: Do you think fantasy sports is gambling and how should the legislature 
regulate that? 

• The compact does not directly address this.  I know there are proposals 
going through the legislature and I will review them if they reach my desk. 

 
Q: Do you think President Obama should visit Cuba? 

• First - President Obama has failed us with this new failed policy between 
Obama and the Castro brothers. 

• The Castro regime continues to undermine U.S. national security interests by 
sponsoring acts of terrorism.  

• I will continue to stand with the pro-democracy movement in Cuba and Florida in 
their fight against the Obama-Castro pact.  

 
Q: What do you think of the 18 year old accused of impersonating a doctor in 
Palm Beach? 

• DOH has worked hard to hold him accountable.  
• You should contact them for more details.  

 
Q: Will you support a bill that would keep certain refugees out of Florida? 

• I will review any legislation that makes it to my desk.  
If pressed: 

• What I’ve said in the past, particularly with the Syrian refugee crisis is that the 
President wants us to trust their vetting process but has given us little faith that 
they can properly check the background of every refugee coming into our 
country. 

• It is troubling that we cannot get information on the refugees they are sending to 
our states so we can make the best decision for our residents.  



• The state can only do so much and that is why I asked Congress to stop in and 
take immediate action to stop the President form using any tax dollars to fund the 
relocation of Syrian refugees from Florida. 

 
Q: Will you pardon “Groveland Four” who were accused of raping a white woman 
in 1949? 

• As always, we will follow the clemency process and review any case that is 
brought in front of us. 

If pressed,  
• As you know, I don’t have sole authority over this and it needs to come before 

the board.  
 
2016 
 
Q: Do you think Jeb Bush dropped out of the presidential race too early?  

• That decision was up to Jeb and his family. I think he worked hard during 
his campaign and was very focused on highlighting all the great things 
happening here in Florida, including the world-class education system 
while he was governor here in Florida. I wish him all the best. 
 

Q: Are you going to follow Governor Nikki Haley’s move and endorse Marco 
Rubio during the Florida primary?  

• I am not currently endorsing any candidate.  We have a lot of great 
candidates who are still running.  
 

Q: Are you glad Donald Trump won the South Carolina primary? 
• It has been good to see the voters in South Carolina, New Hampshire and 

Iowa weigh in. 
• I will continue to watch the primaries like every other voter.  I am still listening to 

the candidates’ plans to create jobs and I haven’t made a decision yet.  I am not 
sure who I will endorse or vote for yet, but I will make sure to let you know. 
 

Q: What do you think about the Pope calling Donald Trump’s immigration ideas 
‘non-Christian’?  

• I haven’t seen that but when it comes to immigration in our country I know 
a lot of people are frustrated with the President Obama’s policy on 
immigration and I hope the final outcome will be that President Obama is 
forced to work with Congress to achieve real and meaningful immigration 
reform in our country. 

 
Q: Your recent op-ed on Trump seems like an endorsement.  Why are you picking 
Trump over other candidate? 

• I am not currently endorsing any candidate.  We have a lot of great 
candidates who are running.  Both Marco and Jeb, when he was running, 
have done a great job highlighting all of the great things happening in 
Florida.   



• But, I came in as an outsider focused on creating jobs and I think voters are 
continuing to look for candidates with new ideas and new energy for job creation. 

 
Q: Do you talk to Trump often? 

• I talk to most of the Republican candidates frequently. 
 
Q: What do you think about Donald Trump’s controversial remarks on Muslims, 
immigrants and veterans?  Do you think he is offensive? 

• I think people in Washington are still trying to figure out why Trump is 
doing so well, but the reality is that he is saying what he thinks. He is not 
being politically correct. I think a lot of people find that refreshing. 

• But, the primaries are only just beginning and I hope every candidate will talk 
more about their plans to grow our economy. 

• If pressed:  
• I don’t agree with everything he says. 
• But again - Americans are frustrated, including myself, with the President and his 

takeover of our economy.  This shouldn’t just be the frustration of one candidate, 
but every candidate! 
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Q&A February 19, 2016 
 
NEWS OF THE DAY 
 
Q: What do you think of the 18 year old accused of impersonating a doctor in 
Palm Beach? 

• DOH has worked hard to hold him accountable.  
• You should contact them for more details.  

Q: Do you think President Obama did the right thing by not attending Justice 
Scalia’s funeral?  

• Justice Scalia was a great leader in our country and my thoughts and 
prayers are with his family during this difficult time.  

 
Q: Do you think President Obama should visit Cuba? 

• First - President Obama has failed us with this new failed policy between 
Obama and the Castro brothers. 

• The Castro regime continues to undermine U.S. national security interests by 
sponsoring acts of terrorism.  

• I will continue to stand with the pro-democracy movement in Cuba and Florida in 
their fight against the Obama-Castro pact.  

 
Q: Will you support a bill that would keep certain refugees out of Florida? 

• I will review any legislation that makes it to my desk.  
If pressed: 

• What I’ve said in the past, particularly with the Syrian refugee crisis is that the 
President wants us to trust their vetting process but has given us little faith that 
they can properly check the background of every refugee coming into our 
country. 

• It is troubling that we cannot get information on the refugees they are sending to 
our states so we can make the best decision for our residents.  

• The state can only do so much and that is why I asked Congress to stop in and 
take immediate action to stop the President form using any tax dollars to fund the 
relocation of Syrian refugees from Florida. 

 
Q: What’s the latest on the request your office sent to the U.S. Army Corps to 
move water south to ease flooding in the Everglades?  

• I requested the U.S. Army Corps agreed to move more water south and I 
appreciate their quick action to ease effects of flooding in the Everglades. 

• This action will help prevent a die off of wildlife whose habitat is currently flooded 
and eventually relieve pressure from discharges to the Estuaries.   

 
Background:  

• This year I recommended the state:  
o Create a dedicated source of funding that will ensure that $5 billion is 

invested in Everglades restoration over the next 20 years. 



 This funding will ensure that the state is able to fund its share of 
restoration projects and the construction of the C-43 and C-44 
reservoirs – projects that will provide almost 100 billion gallons 
of water storage to protect the St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee 
estuaries.  

• Include a $151 million investment in Everglades restoration for the upcoming 
fiscal year. 

Q: Will you pardon “Groveland Four” who were accused of raping a white woman 
in 1949? 

• As always, we will follow the clemency process and review any case that is 
brought in front of us. 

If pressed,  
• As you know, I don’t have sole authority over this and it needs to come before 

the board.  
 
Q: Marion Hammer released a statement calling on you to abolish the South 
Florida Water Management District. Will you investigate or abolish the water 
management district? 

• I am confident water management board members and the NRA can work 
together on a solution that is good for everyone. 

If pressed:  
• I think they can come to a resolution without drastic action.  

 
Q: It looks like the compact you signed could be in legislation soon. Are you 
encouraged by how it is going through the legislature? 

• As I have always said, the compact is a good deal for our state - it will 
generate thousands of jobs and have a large economic impact across our 
state - but I will respect whatever the President and Speaker decide to do. 

 
Q: The Senate says you're advocating for an increase in property taxes to pay for 
an increase in public school spending.  Sen. Gaetz also says your plan to fund 
education is a “property tax increase on small businesses and families.”  What is 
your response? 

• I want to cut as many taxes and fees as I can.  That’s why I am working with 
the Legislature to cut $1 billion in taxes this year – on top of the 50 taxes 
we have already cut. 

• When home values rise, that is a good thing for families in our state. 
 

Q: Will you support the alimony reform bill that will end permanent alimony and 
push judges toward granting 50-50 time-sharing custody between parents?  

• I haven’t seen this bill yet.  
 
Q: Legislation to outlaw LGBT discrimination is dead in the legislature now.  
Don’t you think Florida needs to extend civil rights protections to gay, bisexual 
and transgender Floridians? 



• I don’t believe anyone should be discriminated against, but I haven’t seen 
that specific legislation. 

 
Q: Will you support legislation requiring a unanimous verdict from the jury in 
order to recommend the death penalty? 

• I haven’t reviewed this legislation yet – but, it is my most solemn duty to 
uphold the law and my top concern is always for the families of these 
victims. 

 
Q: Do you support legislation allowing some people to carry concealed weapons 
on college campuses? 

• I haven’t reviewed this legislation yet, but I am a strong supporter of the 
second amendment.  

If pressed:  
• It is important to keep schools and students safe, but I haven’t seen specific 

legislation. 
 

Q: Do you support open carry? 
• I haven’t reviewed this legislation yet, but I am a strong supporter of the 

second amendment.  
 
Q: Do you think Florida should move forward with the scheduled execution in 
March even after attorneys are calling for the Florida Supreme Court should 
determine how to apply the recent U.S. Supreme Court ruling that the state's 
death penalty system is unconstitutional? 

• We will wait to see what the court says. Obviously, we will continue to 
follow the law. 

 
Q: Florida leads in the U.S. in new H.I.V cases after you cut funding at the 
Department of Health? Doesn’t that concern you? 

• Florida is spending a record $34 million on HIV and AIDS prevention this 
year and Dr. Armstrong is committed to doing he can to prevent the spread 
of this disease. 

• If pressed on staff reductions:  
• We are always looking for efficiencies in state government but staff reductions 

did not impact the surveillance, education, prevention, counseling, testing, 
care and treatment of HIV/AIDS patients. 

 
Q: A senate panel wants voters to choose the Commissioner of Education and 
the Secretary of State.  What are your thoughts on these proposals? 

• I don’t see a need for either of these bills. 
 

Q: Are you worried you are not going to get YOUR tax cut or YOUR EFI bill done? 
It looks like you are not getting anything important to YOU done this session? 

• I am very confident that we will ALL be successful this session. 



• We started the session strong by signing into law the President’s unique 
abilities legislation and the Speaker’s water legislation, and I expect to end 
the session strong with a $1 billion tax cut and a $250 million dedicated 
Florida Enterprise Fund 

 
Q: The Department of Health has cut hundreds of positions at county health 
departments, including 20 positions in Hillsborough where there are cases of 
Zika. Do you think this will impact emergency response? 

• Absolutely not.  
• These position reductions have not affected emergency readiness capabilities or 

impacted the delivery of services at the Department of Health.  
• In the event of any emergency, we’ll work with Dr. Armstrong to make sure the 

Department of Health has all of the resources needed to keep families safe. 
 
Q: Do you think there should be a Constitutional amendment requiring that future 
gambling licenses get statewide voter approval? 

• I know this is an issue that some legislative members are interested in 
exploring and we look forward to working with them to reach a positive 
outcome for the state of Florida, even on issues outside of the compact 
agreement itself.    

   
Q: Outside of the compact, do you generally support the expansion of gaming in 
Florida? 

• I believe that Floridians in local communities where gaming expansion is 
being considered should have a say on it.   

• This compact is a good deal for the state because it creates a cap on the amount 
of gaming that can be offered by the Seminole Tribe and limits the expansion of 
gaming in the state. 

  
Q: Do you think fantasy sports is gambling and how should the legislature 
regulate that? 

• The compact does not directly address this.  I know there are proposals 
going through the legislature and I will review them if they reach my desk. 

 
2016 
 
Q: What do you think about the Pope calling Donald Trump’s immigration ideas 
‘non-Christian’?  

• I haven’t seen that but when it comes to immigration in our country I know 
a lot of people are frustrated with the President Obama’s policy on 
immigration and I hope the final outcome will be that President Obama is 
forced to work with Congress to achieve real and meaningful immigration 
reform in our country. 
 

Q: Do you agree with Nikki Haley endorsing Marco Rubio for President? 



• I am not currently endorsing any candidate.  We have a lot of great 
candidates who are running, including Bush and Rubio.  Both Jeb and 
Marco have done a great job highlighting all of the great things happening 
in Florida.   

• Jeb is very focused on creating a world-class education system and Marco has 
been very vocal about ending the oppressive Castro regime in Cuba. 

• But, I came in as an outsider focused on creating jobs and I think voters are 
continuing to look for candidates with new ideas and new energy for job creation. 

 
Q: Who do you think will win the South Carolina primary? 

• It has been good to see the voters in New Hampshire and Iowa weigh in. 
• I will continue to watch the primaries like every other voter.  I am still listening to 

the candidates’ plans to create jobs and I haven’t made a decision yet.  I am not 
sure who I will endorse or vote for yet, but I will make sure to let you know. 

 
Q: Your recent op-ed on Trump seems like an endorsement.  Why are you picking 
Trump over Bush and Rubio? 

• I am not currently endorsing any candidate.  We have a lot of great 
candidates who are running, including Bush and Rubio.  Both Jeb and 
Marco have done a great job highlighting all of the great things happening 
in Florida.   

• Jeb is very focused on creating a world-class education system and Marco has 
been very vocal about ending the oppressive Castro regime in Cuba. 

• But, I came in as an outsider focused on creating jobs and I think voters are 
continuing to look for candidates with new ideas and new energy for job creation. 

 
Q: Do you talk to Trump often? 

• I talk to most of the Republican candidates frequently. 
 
Q: What do you think about Donald Trump’s controversial remarks on Muslims, 
immigrants and veterans?  Do you think he is offensive? 

• I think people in Washington are still trying to figure out why Trump is 
doing so well, but the reality is that he is saying what he thinks. He is not 
being politically correct. I think a lot of people find that refreshing. 

• But, the primaries are only just beginning and I hope every candidate will talk 
more about their plans to grow our economy. 

• If pressed:  
• I don’t agree with everything he says. 
• But again - Americans are frustrated, including myself, with the President and his 

takeover of our economy.  This shouldn’t just be the frustration of one candidate, 
but every candidate! 
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Q&A February 19, 2016 
 
NEWS OF THE DAY 
 
Q: What do you think of the 18 year old accused of impersonating a doctor in 
Palm Beach? 

• DOH has worked hard to hold him accountable.  
• You should contact them for more details.  

Q: Do you think President Obama did the right thing by not attending Justice 
Scalia’s funeral?  

• Justice Scalia was a great leader in our country and my thoughts and 
prayers are with his family during this difficult time.  

 
Q: Do you think President Obama should visit Cuba? 

• First - President Obama has failed us with this new failed policy between 
Obama and the Castro brothers. 

• The Castro regime continues to undermine U.S. national security interests by 
sponsoring acts of terrorism.  

• I will continue to stand with the pro-democracy movement in Cuba and Florida in 
their fight against the Obama-Castro pact.  

 
Q: Will you support a bill that would keep certain refugees out of Florida? 

• I will review any legislation that makes it to my desk.  
If pressed: 

• What I’ve said in the past, particularly with the Syrian refugee crisis is that the 
President wants us to trust their vetting process but has given us little faith that 
they can properly check the background of every refugee coming into our 
country. 

• It is troubling that we cannot get information on the refugees they are sending to 
our states so we can make the best decision for our residents.  

• The state can only do so much and that is why I asked Congress to stop in and 
take immediate action to stop the President form using any tax dollars to fund the 
relocation of Syrian refugees from Florida. 

 
Q: What’s the latest on the request your office sent to the U.S. Army Corps to 
move water south to ease flooding in the Everglades?  

• I requested the U.S. Army Corps move more water south and I appreciate 
their quick action to ease effects of flooding in the Everglades. 

• This action will help prevent a die off of wildlife whose habitat is currently flooded 
and eventually relieve pressure from discharges to the Estuaries.   

 
Background:  

• This year I recommended the state:  
o Create a dedicated source of funding that will ensure that $5 billion is 

invested in Everglades restoration over the next 20 years. 



 This funding will ensure that the state is able to fund its share of 
restoration projects and the construction of the C-43 and C-44 
reservoirs – projects that will provide almost 100 billion gallons 
of water storage to protect the St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee 
estuaries.  

• Include a $151 million investment in Everglades restoration for the upcoming 
fiscal year. 

Q: Will you pardon “Groveland Four” who were accused of raping a white woman 
in 1949? 

• As always, we will follow the clemency process and review any case that is 
brought in front of us. 

If pressed,  
• As you know, I don’t have sole authority over this and it needs to come before 

the board.  
 
Q: Marion Hammer released a statement calling on you to abolish the South 
Florida Water Management District. Will you investigate or abolish the water 
management district? 

• I am confident water management board members and the NRA can work 
together on a solution that is good for everyone. 

If pressed:  
• I think they can come to a resolution without drastic action.  

 
Q: It looks like the compact you signed could be in legislation soon. Are you 
encouraged by how it is going through the legislature? 

• As I have always said, the compact is a good deal for our state - it will 
generate thousands of jobs and have a large economic impact across our 
state - but I will respect whatever the President and Speaker decide to do. 

 
Q: The Senate says you're advocating for an increase in property taxes to pay for 
an increase in public school spending.  Sen. Gaetz also says your plan to fund 
education is a “property tax increase on small businesses and families.”  What is 
your response? 

• I want to cut as many taxes and fees as I can.  That’s why I am working with 
the Legislature to cut $1 billion in taxes this year – on top of the 50 taxes 
we have already cut. 

• When home values rise, that is a good thing for families in our state. 
 

Q: Will you support the alimony reform bill that will end permanent alimony and 
push judges toward granting 50-50 time-sharing custody between parents?  

• I haven’t seen this bill yet.  
 
Q: Legislation to outlaw LGBT discrimination is dead in the legislature now.  
Don’t you think Florida needs to extend civil rights protections to gay, bisexual 
and transgender Floridians? 



• I don’t believe anyone should be discriminated against, but I haven’t seen 
that specific legislation. 

 
Q: Will you support legislation requiring a unanimous verdict from the jury in 
order to recommend the death penalty? 

• I haven’t reviewed this legislation yet – but, it is my most solemn duty to 
uphold the law and my top concern is always for the families of these 
victims. 

 
Q: Do you support legislation allowing some people to carry concealed weapons 
on college campuses? 

• I haven’t reviewed this legislation yet, but I am a strong supporter of the 
second amendment.  

If pressed:  
• It is important to keep schools and students safe, but I haven’t seen specific 

legislation. 
 

Q: Do you support open carry? 
• I haven’t reviewed this legislation yet, but I am a strong supporter of the 

second amendment.  
 
Q: Do you think Florida should move forward with the scheduled execution in 
March even after attorneys are calling for the Florida Supreme Court should 
determine how to apply the recent U.S. Supreme Court ruling that the state's 
death penalty system is unconstitutional? 

• We will wait to see what the court says. Obviously, we will continue to 
follow the law. 

 
Q: Florida leads in the U.S. in new H.I.V cases after you cut funding at the 
Department of Health? Doesn’t that concern you? 

• Florida is spending a record $34 million on HIV and AIDS prevention this 
year and Dr. Armstrong is committed to doing he can to prevent the spread 
of this disease. 

• If pressed on staff reductions:  
• We are always looking for efficiencies in state government but staff reductions 

did not impact the surveillance, education, prevention, counseling, testing, 
care and treatment of HIV/AIDS patients. 

 
Q: A senate panel wants voters to choose the Commissioner of Education and 
the Secretary of State.  What are your thoughts on these proposals? 

• I don’t see a need for either of these bills. 
 

Q: Are you worried you are not going to get YOUR tax cut or YOUR EFI bill done? 
It looks like you are not getting anything important to YOU done this session? 

• I am very confident that we will ALL be successful this session. 



• We started the session strong by signing into law the President’s unique 
abilities legislation and the Speaker’s water legislation, and I expect to end 
the session strong with a $1 billion tax cut and a $250 million dedicated 
Florida Enterprise Fund 

 
Q: The Department of Health has cut hundreds of positions at county health 
departments, including 20 positions in Hillsborough where there are cases of 
Zika. Do you think this will impact emergency response? 

• Absolutely not.  
• These position reductions have not affected emergency readiness capabilities or 

impacted the delivery of services at the Department of Health.  
• In the event of any emergency, we’ll work with Dr. Armstrong to make sure the 

Department of Health has all of the resources needed to keep families safe. 
 
Q: Do you think there should be a Constitutional amendment requiring that future 
gambling licenses get statewide voter approval? 

• I know this is an issue that some legislative members are interested in 
exploring and we look forward to working with them to reach a positive 
outcome for the state of Florida, even on issues outside of the compact 
agreement itself.    

   
Q: Outside of the compact, do you generally support the expansion of gaming in 
Florida? 

• I believe that Floridians in local communities where gaming expansion is 
being considered should have a say on it.   

• This compact is a good deal for the state because it creates a cap on the amount 
of gaming that can be offered by the Seminole Tribe and limits the expansion of 
gaming in the state. 

  
Q: Do you think fantasy sports is gambling and how should the legislature 
regulate that? 

• The compact does not directly address this.  I know there are proposals 
going through the legislature and I will review them if they reach my desk. 

 
2016 
 
Q: What do you think about the Pope calling Donald Trump’s immigration ideas 
‘non-Christian’?  

• I haven’t seen that but when it comes to immigration in our country I know 
a lot of people are frustrated with the President Obama’s policy on 
immigration and I hope the final outcome will be that President Obama is 
forced to work with Congress to achieve real and meaningful immigration 
reform in our country. 
 

Q: Do you agree with Nikki Haley endorsing Marco Rubio for President? 



• I am not currently endorsing any candidate.  We have a lot of great 
candidates who are running, including Bush and Rubio.  Both Jeb and 
Marco have done a great job highlighting all of the great things happening 
in Florida.   

• Jeb is very focused on creating a world-class education system and Marco has 
been very vocal about ending the oppressive Castro regime in Cuba. 

• But, I came in as an outsider focused on creating jobs and I think voters are 
continuing to look for candidates with new ideas and new energy for job creation. 

 
Q: Who do you think will win the South Carolina primary? 

• It has been good to see the voters in New Hampshire and Iowa weigh in. 
• I will continue to watch the primaries like every other voter.  I am still listening to 

the candidates’ plans to create jobs and I haven’t made a decision yet.  I am not 
sure who I will endorse or vote for yet, but I will make sure to let you know. 

 
Q: Your recent op-ed on Trump seems like an endorsement.  Why are you picking 
Trump over Bush and Rubio? 

• I am not currently endorsing any candidate.  We have a lot of great 
candidates who are running, including Bush and Rubio.  Both Jeb and 
Marco have done a great job highlighting all of the great things happening 
in Florida.   

• Jeb is very focused on creating a world-class education system and Marco has 
been very vocal about ending the oppressive Castro regime in Cuba. 

• But, I came in as an outsider focused on creating jobs and I think voters are 
continuing to look for candidates with new ideas and new energy for job creation. 

 
Q: Do you talk to Trump often? 

• I talk to most of the Republican candidates frequently. 
 
Q: What do you think about Donald Trump’s controversial remarks on Muslims, 
immigrants and veterans?  Do you think he is offensive? 

• I think people in Washington are still trying to figure out why Trump is 
doing so well, but the reality is that he is saying what he thinks. He is not 
being politically correct. I think a lot of people find that refreshing. 

• But, the primaries are only just beginning and I hope every candidate will talk 
more about their plans to grow our economy. 

• If pressed:  
• I don’t agree with everything he says. 
• But again - Americans are frustrated, including myself, with the President and his 

takeover of our economy.  This shouldn’t just be the frustration of one candidate, 
but every candidate! 
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Q&A February 23, 2016 

NEWS OF THE DAY 

Q: Do you still support Uber even after an Uber driver was accused of killing six 
in Michigan? 

• I don’t know the details of this case but my heart goes out to the victims’ 
families. I want to make sure everyone in our state is safe. 

• As I’ve said before, local governments and special interests should not be 
picking winners and losers in the free market 

• We clearly need a statewide solution that will let innovative companies like Uber 
and Lyft freely compete. 

• I know the Legislature will bring this issue up next session and I hope we can 
find a way to allow these companies to compete that is fair for the companies 
and safe for consumers. That is something I would support. 

  
Q: Why are you supporting the mandatory minimum sentences bill? 

• I wanted to hear from Florida law enforcement on this and get their 
recommendation. This bill is supported by the Florida Sheriffs Association 
and the Florida Police Chiefs Association and the national Rifle 
Association and it removes aggravated assault from the list of offenses 
include in the 10-20-Life law. 

 
Q: Do you support the pension reform bill that’s going through the Legislature?  

• I know Mayor Lenny Curry is working on this and I will review any final 
legislation that makes it to my desk. 

 
Q: Are you worried you are not going to get YOUR tax cut or YOUR EFI bill done? 
It looks like you are not getting anything important to YOU done this session? 

• I am very confident that we will ALL be successful this session. 
• We started the session strong by signing into law the President’s unique 

abilities legislation and the Speaker’s water legislation, and I expect to end 
the session strong with a $1 billion tax cut and a $250 million dedicated 
Florida Enterprise Fund 

 
Q: What’s the latest on the request your office sent to the U.S. Army Corps to 
move water south to ease flooding in the Everglades?  

• I requested the U.S. Army Corps agreed to move more water south and I 
appreciate their quick action to ease effects of flooding in the Everglades. 

• This action will help prevent a die off of wildlife whose habitat is currently flooded 
and eventually relieve pressure from discharges to the Estuaries.   

 

Background:  

• This year I recommended the state:  



o Create a dedicated source of funding that will ensure that $5 billion is 
invested in Everglades restoration over the next 20 years. 
 This funding will ensure that the state is able to fund its share of 

restoration projects and the construction of the C-43 and C-44 
reservoirs – projects that will provide almost 100 billion gallons 
of water storage to protect the St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee 
estuaries.  

• Include a $151 million investment in Everglades restoration for the upcoming 
fiscal year. 

Q: Marion Hammer released a statement calling on you to abolish the South 
Florida Water Management District. Will you investigate or abolish the water 
management district? 

• I am confident water management board members and the NRA can work 
together on a solution that is good for everyone. 

If pressed:  
• I think they can come to a resolution without drastic action.  

 
Q: It looks like the compact you signed could be in legislation soon. Are you 
encouraged by how it is going through the legislature? 

• As I have always said, the compact is a good deal for our state - it will 
generate thousands of jobs and have a large economic impact across our 
state - but I will respect whatever the President and Speaker decide to do. 

 
Q: The Senate says you're advocating for an increase in property taxes to pay for 
an increase in public school spending.  Sen. Gaetz also says your plan to fund 
education is a “property tax increase on small businesses and families.”  What is 
your response? 

• I want to cut as many taxes and fees as I can.  That’s why I am working with 
the Legislature to cut $1 billion in taxes this year – on top of the 50 taxes 
we have already cut. 

• When home values rise, that is a good thing for families in our state. 
 

Q: Will you support the alimony reform bill that will end permanent alimony and 
push judges toward granting 50-50 time-sharing custody between parents?  

• I haven’t seen this bill yet.  
 
Q: Legislation to outlaw LGBT discrimination is dead in the legislature now.  
Don’t you think Florida needs to extend civil rights protections to gay, bisexual 
and transgender Floridians? 

• I don’t believe anyone should be discriminated against, but I haven’t seen 
that specific legislation. 

 
 
 



Q: Will you support legislation requiring a unanimous verdict from the jury in 
order to recommend the death penalty? 

• I haven’t reviewed this legislation yet – but, it is my most solemn duty to 
uphold the law and my top concern is always for the families of these 
victims. 

 
Q: Do you support legislation allowing some people to carry concealed weapons 
on college campuses? 

• I haven’t reviewed this legislation yet, but I am a strong supporter of the 
second amendment.  

If pressed:  
• It is important to keep schools and students safe, but I haven’t seen specific 

legislation. 
 

Q: Do you support open carry? 
• I haven’t reviewed this legislation yet, but I am a strong supporter of the 

second amendment.  
 
Q: Do you think Florida should move forward with the scheduled execution in 
March even after attorneys are calling for the Florida Supreme Court should 
determine how to apply the recent U.S. Supreme Court ruling that the state's 
death penalty system is unconstitutional? 

• We will wait to see what the court says. Obviously, we will continue to 
follow the law. 

 
Q: Florida leads in the U.S. in new H.I.V cases after you cut funding at the 
Department of Health? Doesn’t that concern you? 

• Florida is spending a record $34 million on HIV and AIDS prevention this 
year and Dr. Armstrong is committed to doing he can to prevent the spread 
of this disease. 

• If pressed on staff reductions:  
• We are always looking for efficiencies in state government but staff reductions 

did not impact the surveillance, education, prevention, counseling, testing, 
care and treatment of HIV/AIDS patients. 

 
Q: A senate panel wants voters to choose the Commissioner of Education and 
the Secretary of State.  What are your thoughts on these proposals? 

• I don’t see a need for either of these bills. 
 

Q: The Department of Health has cut hundreds of positions at county health 
departments, including 20 positions in Hillsborough where there are cases of 
Zika. Do you think this will impact emergency response? 

• Absolutely not.  
• These position reductions have not affected emergency readiness capabilities or 

impacted the delivery of services at the Department of Health.  



• In the event of any emergency, we’ll work with Dr. Armstrong to make sure the 
Department of Health has all of the resources needed to keep families safe. 

 
Q: Do you think there should be a Constitutional amendment requiring that future 
gambling licenses get statewide voter approval? 

• I know this is an issue that some legislative members are interested in 
exploring and we look forward to working with them to reach a positive 
outcome for the state of Florida, even on issues outside of the compact 
agreement itself.    

   
Q: Outside of the compact, do you generally support the expansion of gaming in 
Florida? 

• I believe that Floridians in local communities where gaming expansion is 
being considered should have a say on it.   

• This compact is a good deal for the state because it creates a cap on the amount 
of gaming that can be offered by the Seminole Tribe and limits the expansion of 
gaming in the state. 

  
Q: Do you think fantasy sports is gambling and how should the legislature 
regulate that? 

• The compact does not directly address this.  I know there are proposals 
going through the legislature and I will review them if they reach my desk. 

 
Q: Do you think President Obama should visit Cuba? 

• First - President Obama has failed us with this new failed policy between 
Obama and the Castro brothers. 

• The Castro regime continues to undermine U.S. national security interests by 
sponsoring acts of terrorism.  

• I will continue to stand with the pro-democracy movement in Cuba and Florida in 
their fight against the Obama-Castro pact.  

 
Q: What do you think of the 18 year old accused of impersonating a doctor in 
Palm Beach? 

• DOH has worked hard to hold him accountable.  
• You should contact them for more details.  

 
Q: Will you support a bill that would keep certain refugees out of Florida? 

• I will review any legislation that makes it to my desk.  
If pressed: 

• What I’ve said in the past, particularly with the Syrian refugee crisis is that the 
President wants us to trust their vetting process but has given us little faith that 
they can properly check the background of every refugee coming into our 
country. 

• It is troubling that we cannot get information on the refugees they are sending to 
our states so we can make the best decision for our residents.  



• The state can only do so much and that is why I asked Congress to stop in and 
take immediate action to stop the President form using any tax dollars to fund the 
relocation of Syrian refugees from Florida. 

 
Q: Will you pardon “Groveland Four” who were accused of raping a white woman 
in 1949? 

• As always, we will follow the clemency process and review any case that is 
brought in front of us. 

If pressed,  
• As you know, I don’t have sole authority over this and it needs to come before 

the board.  
 
2016 
 
Q: Do you think Jeb Bush dropped out of the presidential race too early?  

• That decision was up to Jeb and his family. I think he worked hard during 
his campaign and was very focused on highlighting all the great things 
happening here in Florida, including the world-class education system 
while he was governor here in Florida. I wish him all the best. 
 

Q: Are you going to follow Governor Nikki Haley’s move and endorse Marco 
Rubio during the Florida primary?  

• I am not currently endorsing any candidate.  We have a lot of great 
candidates who are still running.  
 

Q: Are you glad Donald Trump won the South Carolina primary? 
• It has been good to see the voters in South Carolina, New Hampshire and 

Iowa weigh in. 
• I will continue to watch the primaries like every other voter.  I am still listening to 

the candidates’ plans to create jobs and I haven’t made a decision yet.  I am not 
sure who I will endorse or vote for yet, but I will make sure to let you know. 
 

Q: What do you think about the Pope calling Donald Trump’s immigration ideas 
‘non-Christian’?  

• I haven’t seen that but when it comes to immigration in our country I know 
a lot of people are frustrated with the President Obama’s policy on 
immigration and I hope the final outcome will be that President Obama is 
forced to work with Congress to achieve real and meaningful immigration 
reform in our country. 

 
Q: Your recent op-ed on Trump seems like an endorsement.  Why are you picking 
Trump over other candidate? 

• I am not currently endorsing any candidate.  We have a lot of great 
candidates who are running.  Both Marco and Jeb, when he was running, 
have done a great job highlighting all of the great things happening in 
Florida.   



• But, I came in as an outsider focused on creating jobs and I think voters are 
continuing to look for candidates with new ideas and new energy for job creation. 

 
Q: Do you talk to Trump often? 

• I talk to most of the Republican candidates frequently. 
 
Q: What do you think about Donald Trump’s controversial remarks on Muslims, 
immigrants and veterans?  Do you think he is offensive? 

• I think people in Washington are still trying to figure out why Trump is 
doing so well, but the reality is that he is saying what he thinks. He is not 
being politically correct. I think a lot of people find that refreshing. 

• But, the primaries are only just beginning and I hope every candidate will talk 
more about their plans to grow our economy. 

• If pressed:  
• I don’t agree with everything he says. 
• But again - Americans are frustrated, including myself, with the President and his 

takeover of our economy.  This shouldn’t just be the frustration of one candidate, 
but every candidate! 
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From: Brad Piepenbrink
To: Piepenbrink, Brad
Subject: Fwd: Former Basin Board Member Backs Up claims of SWFWMD misconduct
Date: Monday, February 15, 2016 9:02:44 AM

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: MPHammer1@aol.com
Date: February 15, 2016 at 8:09:42 AM EST
To: MPHammer1@aol.com
Subject: Former Basin Board Member Backs Up claims of SWFWMD
 misconduct

-------- Original message --------
From: Terry England <terryenglandbrothers@tampabay.rr.com 
Date: 02/14/2016 6:22 PM (GMT-05:00) 
To: rick.scott@eog.myflorida.com 
Subject: SWFWMD / Skyway issues 

Dear Governor Scott,

SWFWMD / Skyway Trap and Skeet issues - 

In my opinion, the case is actually an "eminent domain / buyer beware" situation gone
 wrong and Ms. Hammer's chronological series of events is the most accurate I have ever
 read. I was the longest serving member of any of the Basin Boards appointed twice by
 Bush and twice by Christ, because Brooksville staff wanted me reappointed because "I ask
 good questions". 

In 1975 SWFWMD convinced a judge that along with the 315 acres of cat tails they owned
 at Sawgrass Lake they also needed Skyway's 15 acres which was used as their "Drop
 Zone". Remember, Emanate Domain is to be used for "taking", by the government "for the
 good of the public", and not necessarily "for the good of the raccoons and opossums".

The judge in 1975 granted a "Shot Drop Zone Easement" on the land the SWFWMD
 insisted on taking. 

Fast forward 25 years and DEP threatens to sue SWFWMD over high levels of lead coming
 out of the pipes draining Sawgrass Lake. There is no clear indication that the elevated
 levels of lead are coming from shot anymore than runoff from I-275 or surround
 neighborhoods. 

After listening to SWFWMD "legal council" for a year and a half about how they were going
 to "go after this gun club" and occasionally mentioning a "shot easement", I finally asked
 "How in the heck did they ever get granted a Shot Easement on OUR property, unless it
 was originally their's and we took in in an Eminent Domain taking and a judge granted
 them a Shot Easement?" 

To which they sheepishly answered "Well yes Mr. England, that is actually what happened".



 So I said something like "Let me see if I have this straight, we 'took' their property from
 them 30 years ago, didn't do our due diligence and now want to sue them over possible
 lead contamination - you better hope for a bench trial because in a jury trial we are going to
 get our ass handed to us." 

The tenacious SWFWMD Legal staff wanted to press on, and they scoffed at me when I
 suggested that we swap 15 or 20 acres of some the 165,000 acres SWFWMD controls for
 the Skyway site, so we can clean it up and create better access to the park from US -19
 rather than through the residential neighborhood and give Skyway a place to go. They said
 "We would never do that and we're going to make them clean it up". I pulled them to the
 side and said "They are a Not for Profit Club and Judges, mayors, attorneys, sheriffs along
 with the public shoot out there and I don't think we should screw with them". Legal
 Council's answer was "too bad we're going after them". 

A week or two later I learned that the SWFWMD director had been summoned to
 Tallahassee for a meeting with Governor Bush on a Friday which was out of the ordinary.
 That Sunday night I got a call from a SWFWMD staff member and they said "You were
 exactly right, the Governor ordered it 'settled' and that he didn't need the NRA all over his
 ass." 

Monday morning a press release went out saying something to the effect that "A break
 through had been reached and that SWFWMD was going to clean up the site, build a berm
 of sufficient height to contain the shot on the Skyway property and drop any law suits." -
 funny how that happened. 

As a background, here is how I got tangled up in this mess

1) In the 1980's members of the Board of Directors at the Chamber knew I was a diver and
 spent a lot of time out in the Gulf

2) When Florida Power Corporation proposed a De-sal plant at Anclote River (Yes that was
 the first location) they sent me to the FPC dog and pony show to investigate. While there I
 had a conversation with then County Commissioner Todd 

3) Commissioner Todd invited me to represent the Chamber at 1995 "Year of the Gulf"
 symposium celebrating 500th year since the discovery of the Gulf of Mexico. 

4) When Leslie Waters was running for a Fla. State House seat she heard I knew a little
 about the De-sal issues and she hunted me down. I told her "De-sal is a bad deal, too
 much stuff in the water column and too much pressure need to push through the the
 membranes - Brackish water Reverse Osmosis would use Pinellas County a a primary
 filter, so no critters to deal with, a lower salt concentrate and and would operate at 125 psi
 rather that 600 psi." When asked in a Public Forum with cameras rolling her opinion on De-
sal she regurgitated my answer and made all the other candidates look stupid so she go
 elected.

5) Leslie was elected and when Jeb was looking for nominee appointments for the
 SWFWMD Basin Boards Leslie nominated me, I was approved by the Senate and
 appointed by Governor Bush. 

6) I was then appointed twice by Gov. Bush, which was quiet uncommon and twice by Gov
 Crist. I was paroled by Gov. Scott when he was looking for ways to reduce the size of
 Government. See the article attached below referenced in the subject line. 

7) I'm equally as happy with the positive things I was able to do on the Basin Board as I am
 with the the stupid things I was able to prevent SWFWMD from doing during my service. I
 did not always prevail in those efforts. 



http://www.tampabay.com/news/environment/water/on-orders-from-gov-scott-swiftmud-
eliminates-seven-basin-boards/1171474

I suggest we encourage the governor to have SWFWMD complete the necessary shot
 screening at the the District's expense for Skyway's continued existence as an established
 85 year old sporting clays location in central Pinellas County. 

Terry England, former Pinellas - Anclote Basin Board member

IF GOVERNOR CAN ABOLISH SEVEN (7) Basin Boards, He can stat the ball rolling to
 abolish SWFWMD.

http://www.tampabay.com/news/environment/water/on-orders-from-gov-scott-swiftmud-
eliminates-seven-basin-boards/1171474



From: Miguel, Melinda
To: Cerio, Tim
Subject: Fwd: It"s Time to ABOLISH SWFWMD
Date: Friday, March 11, 2016 7:18:12 AM
Attachments: 1 MPH Statement on SWFWMD Feb-9-2062.ZIP

ATT00001.htm

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "MPHammer1@aol.com" <MPHammer1@aol.com>
Date: February 9, 2016 at 7:15:28 AM EST
To: Governor Rick Scott <GovernorRick.Scott@eog.myflorida.com>,
 "Pam.Bondi@myfloridalegal.com" <Pam.Bondi@myfloridalegal.com>, "Sellers,
 Melissa" <Melissa.Sellers@eog.myflorida.com>, "Moulton, Diane"
 <Diane.Moulton@eog.myflorida.com>, "McDougal, Kim"
 <Kim.McDougal@eog.myflorida.com>, "Tupps, John"
 <John.Tupps@eog.myflorida.com>, "Cerio, Tim"
 <Tim.Cerio@eog.myflorida.com>, "Stearns, Heather"
 <Heather.Stearns@eog.myflorida.com>, "Stearns, Heather"
 <Heather.Stearns@eog.myflorida.com>, "Miguel, Melinda"
 <Melinda.Miguel@eog.myflorida.com>,
 "BradPiepenbrink@eog.myflorida.com"
 <BradPiepenbrink@eog.myflorida.com>, "Tyler.Cathey@myfloridalegal.com"
 <Tyler.Cathey@myfloridalegal.com>, "Rob.Johnson@myfloridalegal.com"
 <Rob.Johnson@myfloridalegal.com>, "Ray, Whitney"
 <Whitney.Ray@myfloridalegal.com>, "Crisafulli, Steve"
 <steve.crisafulli@myfloridahouse.gov>, "Kathy.Mears@myfloridahouse.gov"
 <Kathy.Mears@myfloridahouse.gov>, "Michael.Williams@myfloridahouse.gov"
 <Michael.Williams@myfloridahouse.gov>, "Tom.Hamby@myfloridahouse.gov"
 <Tom.Hamby@myfloridahouse.gov>, "Lynn.Cobb@myfloridahouse.gov"
 <Lynn.Cobb@myfloridahouse.gov>, Andy Gardiner
 <gardiner.andy@flsenate.gov>, "Meyer.Reynold@flsenate.gov"
 <Meyer.Reynold@flsenate.gov>, "Betta.Katie@flsenate.gov"
 <Betta.Katie@flsenate.gov>, "Cortese.Tony@flsenate.gov"
 <Cortese.Tony@flsenate.gov>, "Levesque.George@flsenate.gov"
 <Levesque.George@flsenate.gov>
Subject: It's Time to ABOLISH SWFWMD 

It's time to abolish SWFWMD. They clearly think they are above the law and have
 intentionally violated the agreement and the law forged by Governor Jeb Bush, Simone
 Marstiller, Chanta Combs, Chris Flack, Marion Hammer/NRA and George Gramling,
 Attorney for Skyway Trap and Skeet Club and NRA 

That 2004 agreement and law (790.333) were meant to stop SWFWMD from suing and
 trying to destroy this facility.



Attached are documents detailing SWFWMD's malicious conduct that calls for criminal
 investigation and investigation for violations of civil rights and Second Amendment rights.

STATEMENT OF MARION P. HAMMER

CONCERNING THE ONGOING ILLEGAL ACTIONS OF THE SOUTH WEST FLORIDA
 WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT AGAINST SKYWAY TRAP AND SKEET CLUB 

Today we are calling upon Governor Rick Scott, Attorney General Pam Bondi and the
 Florida Legislature to take immediate action to once and for all ABOLISH the Southwest
 Florida Water Management District commonly called SWFWMD (Swiftmud). 

Further, it is the duty and obligation of the Attorney General to investigate this state agency
 for criminal conduct and to prosecute those responsible for unlawful actions. 

Additionally, to assure immediate action in an expeditious manner, I’m calling upon
 Governor Rick Scott to task the office of Chief Inspector General to investigate SWFWMD
 for these blatant and wanton Civil Rights/Second Amendment rights violations.

It is not merely conduct showing a lack of good faith or conduct that shows a resistance to
 the law, it is the overt actions to violate these rights, in clear defiance of the mandates put
 in place by Governor Jeb Bush. Those mandates were specifically implemented to stop the
 odious conduct of SWFWMD against the Skyway Trap and Skeet Club. 

In open, knowing and intentional violation of the legal mandates put in place by Governor
 Jeb Bush, this rogue state agency has violated the legally executed agreement that was
 crafted to bring these lawsuits to a halt. Further, the law crafted by Governor Bush’s staff,
 under his direction, was intended to assure that the reckless and malicious actions of this
 state agency and their blatant attempt to destroy the Skyway Trap and Skeet Club could
 never again occur.

It is not just conduct contrary to law, SWFWMD has shown a penchant for arrogantly
 violating the agreement that ended the lawsuit, and for harassing and suing this small
 private trap and skeet club with the full intention of shutting down a small business. 

Skyway Trap and Skeet Club serves the Second Amendment community of trap and skeet
 shooters, including being an Olympic training center for young, would-be Olympians. This
 is not a ragtag facility; it is a highly professional facility that provides instruction for
 American Skeet & Trap as well as Olympic Skeet & Trap and Sporting Clays. The club has
 a full-time Olympic Development Program for Youth and Adults who aspire to represent the
 United States of America in the World Olympic Games. For 71 years this non-profit private
 club and business has owned this property and has operated in this location. 

SWFWMD is a malignant state agency that uses unlimited tax dollars in what I can only call
 an evil attempt to steal private property and destroy a small private business. 

In 2004, at the direction of Governor Jeb Bush, Deputy Chief of Staff Simone Marstiller,
 Assistant General Counsel Chanta Combs, and Director of Policy and Budget for
 Environmental Issues Chris Flack worked to reign in SWFWMD and stop their scurrilous
 behavior. 

In light of SWFWMD’s refusal to abide by the mandate of the agreement and the arrogant
 thumbing of their collective noses at the law, it is clear that the required action at this time
 is to abolish SWFWMD and pursue legal action against those who have participated in this
 conduct.



Attorney George Gramling, of Gramling Environmental Law, PA was and is counsel
 representing the Skyway Trap and Skeet Club and the National Rifle Association.
 Additionally, Skyway Trap and Skeet Club is also represented in the current lawsuit by
 attorney William H. Walker.

George Gramling, Gramling Environmental Law, PA, (813) 259-1060

Bob Warren is Officer and Manager of Skyway Trap and Skeet Club.

Included with (1) my statement is a (2) Fact Sheet that highlights events in this
 matter, (3) a sheet detailing court rulings on the Right to Practice on a shooting
 range as an ancillary right of the Second Amendment to Right to Keep and Bear
 Arms, (4) a copy of the 2004 Agreement and (5) a copy of Florida Statutes 790.333. 



STATEMENT OF MARION P. HAMMER 

CONCERNING THE ONGOING ILLEGAL ACTIONS OF THE SOUTH WEST FLORIDA 

WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT AGAINST SKYWAY TRAP AND SKEET CLUB  

Today we are calling upon Governor Rick Scott, Attorney General Pam Bondi and 

the Florida Legislature to take immediate action to once and for all ABOLISH the 

Southwest Florida Water Management District commonly called SWFWMD 

(Swiftmud).   

 

Further, it is the duty and obligation of the Attorney General to investigate this 

state agency for criminal conduct and to prosecute those responsible for unlawful 

actions.   

Additionally, to assure immediate action in an expeditious manner, I’m calling 

upon Governor Rick Scott to task the office of Chief Inspector General to 

investigate SWFWMD for these blatant and wanton Civil Rights/Second 

Amendment rights violations. 

It is not merely conduct showing a lack of good faith  or conduct that shows a 

resistance to the law,   it is the overt actions to violate these rights, in clear 

defiance of the mandates put in place by Governor Jeb Bush.  Those mandates 

were specifically implemented to stop the odious conduct of SWFWMD against 

the Skyway Trap and Skeet Club.  

In open, knowing and intentional violation of the legal mandates put in place by  

Governor Jeb Bush, this rogue state agency has violated the legally executed 

agreement  that was crafted to bring these lawsuits to a halt.  Further, the law 

crafted by Governor Bush’s staff, under his direction, was intended to assure that 

the reckless and malicious actions of this state agency and their blatant attempt 

to destroy the Skyway Trap and Skeet Club could never again occur. 

It is not just conduct contrary to law, SWFWMD has shown a penchant for 

arrogantly violating the agreement that ended the lawsuit, and for harassing and 

suing this small private trap and skeet club with the full intention of shutting 

down a small business.   



Skyway Trap and Skeet Club serves the Second Amendment community of trap 

and skeet shooters, including being an Olympic training center for young, would-

be Olympians.  This is not a ragtag facility;  it is a highly professional facility that 

provides instruction for American Skeet & Trap as well as Olympic Skeet & Trap 

and Sporting Clays.  The club has a full-time Olympic Development Program for 

youth and adults who aspire to represent the United States of America in the 

World Olympic Games.  For 71 years this non-profit private club and business has 

owned this property and has operated in this location.   

SWFWMD is a malignant state agency that uses unlimited tax dollars in what I can 

only called an evil attempt to steal private property and destroy a small private 

business.   

In 2004, at the direction of Governor Jeb Bush, Deputy Chief of Staff Simone 

Marstiller, Assistant General Counsel Chanta Combs, and Director of Policy and 

Budget for Environmental Issues Chris Flack worked to reign in SWFWMD and 

stop their scurrilous behavior.  

In light of SWFWMD’s refusal to abide by the mandate of the agreement and the  

arrogant  thumbing of  their collective noses at the law, it is clear that the 

required action at this time is to abolish SWFWMD and pursue legal action against 

those who have participated in this conduct. 

Attorney George Gramling , of Gramling Environmental Law, PA was and is 

counsel representing the Skyway Trap and Skeet Club and the National Rifle 

Association.  Additionally, Skyway Trap and Skeet Club is also represented in the 

current lawsuit by attorney William H. Walker. 

George Gramling, Gramling Environmental Law, PA, (813) 259-1060 

Bob Warren is Officer and Manager of Skyway Trap and Skeet Club. 

Included with my statement is a Fact Sheet that highlights events in this matter, a 

sheet detailing court rulings on the Right to Practice on a shooting range as an 

ancillary right of the Second Amendment to Right to Keep and Bear Arms, a copy 

of the 2004 Agreement and a copy of Florida Statutes 790.333.   



FACT SHEET 

SWFWMD Malicious Lawsuits Against Skyway Trap & Skeet Club 

 

• The Southwest Florida Water Management District (“SWFWMD”) is a state agency. 

Skyway Trap & Skeet Club (“Skyway”) is a not-for-profit, Florida Sport Shooting 

Range located in Pinellas County, Florida. Skyway has been in business for 71 

years. SWFWMD owns land adjacent to Skyway. 

 

• SWFMWD has continuously demonstrated a malicious intent to drive Skyway out of 

business. Using tax-payer dollars to fund lawsuits, SWFWMD has sued Skyway 

three times. 

 

1. “1975 Lawsuit” – SWFWMD v. Leon H. Sellers, et al., Case No. 75-44807, Circuit 

Court, 6th Judicial Circuit of Florida, in which SWFWMD “took” Skyway’s land 

through eminent domain resulting in the court granting Skyway a “perpetual right 

and easement to utilize the property as a drop zone or fallout zone for expanded 

shotgun ammunition.” 

 

2. “2000 Lawsuit” – SWFWMD v. Skyway, Case No. 00-2649-CJ-7, Circuit Court, 

6th Judicial Circuit of Florida, in which SWFWMD sued Skyway to permanently 

prevent any shooting at Skyway and to eliminate Skyway’s easement rights. This 

lawsuit was dismissed with prejudice as required by Chapter 790, Florida 

Statutes, The Sport Shooting and Training Range Protection Act (the “Act”) 

(attached as Exhibit “A”). 

 

3. “2015 Lawsuit” – SWFWMD v. Skyway, Case No. 15-005277-CA-20, Circuit 

Court, 6th Judicial Circuit of Florida, in which SWFWMD is now suing to 

permanently and completely prevent Skyway’s users from shooting whatsoever. 

 

• In connection with the 2000 Lawsuit, SWFWMD was required (per settlement 

agreement attached as Exhibit “B”) to construct an “earthen berm” between the 

Skyway and SWFWMD properties. SWFWMD improperly constructed the berm 

resulting in the death of at least one worker. SWFWMD also failed to construct the 

berm at sufficient height. Finally, SWFWMD failed to engineer the berm to support 

any kind of “shot barrier” which would compensate for the insufficient height. 

 

• After making it impossible and unsafe for the berm to support such a shot barrier, 

SWFWMD filed the 2015 Lawsuit to force Skyway to install a shot barrier 

nonetheless! This is not only disingenuous; it is malicious. 

 



• The lawsuits have depleted Skyway’s financial resources and if SWFWMD prevails 

in enjoining shooting activity at Skyway, Skyway will be forced out of business and 

thousands of people will be denied their 2nd Amendment constitutional rights.  

 

• The Act addresses the important constitutional value of maintaining sport shooting 

and training ranges across the state of Florida. 

 

• The Act recognizes the Florida Department of Environmental Protection’s “Best 

Management Practices” at sport shooting and training ranges to minimize 

environmental impacts. 

 

• The Act further recognizes that litigation against, and unnecessary regulation of, 

sport shooting and training ranges is a deprivation of constitutional liberty 

guaranteed by the 2nd Amendment to the United States Constitution. 

 

• The legislature intended to prevent lawsuits by state agencies against sport shooting 

ranges. The Act protects sport shooting ranges from government initiated lawsuits, 

while preserving the rights of owners of private property adjoining a sport shooting 

range. SWFWMD is not a private property owner. 

 

Chapter 790.333 (5), Florida Statutes. 

 

(5) SPORT SHOOTING AND TRAINING RANGE PROTECTION.— 

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any public or private owner, 

operator, employee, agent, contractor, customer, lender, insurer, or user of any 

sport shooting or training range located in this state shall have immunity from 

lawsuits and other legal actions from the state and any of its agencies, special 

purpose districts, or political subdivisions for any claims of any kind associated 

with the use, release, placement, deposition, or accumulation of any projectile in 

the environment, on or under that sport shooting or training range, or any other 

property over which the range has an easement, leasehold, or other legal right of 

use, if the sport shooting or training range owner or operator has made a good 

faith effort to comply with subsection (4). 

 

• Notwithstanding the Act’s crystal clear prohibition against SWFWMD ever filing a 

lawsuit against any sport shooting range, SWFWMD is intentionally and maliciously 

suing Skyway now. 

 

• This malicious and intentional violation of the Act should be punished as prescribed 

in Chapter 790.333 (7), Florida Statutes. 

(7) PENALTIES.—Any official, agent, or employee of a county, municipality, 

town, special purpose district, or other political subdivision or agent of the state, 



while he or she was acting in his or her official capacity and within the scope of 

his or her employment or office, who intentionally and maliciously violates the 

provisions of this section or is party to bringing an action in violation of this 

section commits a misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in ss. 

775.082 and 775.083. 

• The Legislature should act again to stop SWFWMD’s intentional and malicious use 

of lawsuits to run sport shooting and training ranges out of business, by mandating 

the dismissal of the 2015 Lawsuit with prejudice, by making SWFWMD reimburse 

Skyway for all attorney’s fees, costs and expenses, by abolishing SWFWMD as a 

governmental entity, and by requesting the Attorney General to investigate and 

prosecute, if warranted, SWFWMD’s intentional and malicious violations of the Act. 

 

 



Second Amendment Rights violated by SWFWMD 

The Right to Practice, to shoot on a shooting range, flows from the Right to Keep and 
Bear Arms.  The Right to Practice is an ancillary right derived from the Second 
Amendment.  Courts have ruled that the right to practice on a shooting range is 
essential to the exercise of the Second Amendment. 

Ezell v. City of Chicago, 651 F.3d 684 (7
th

 Cir. 2011), at Head Note 17 states the 

following:   

NOTE: The central component  of the Second Amendment, U.S. Const. 
Amend. II, is the right to keep and bear arms for defense of self, family, and 
home. The right to possess firearms for protection implies a corresponding 
right to acquire and maintain proficiency in their use; the core right would 
not mean much without the training and practice that make it effective. 
HN17 

Further in  Ezell v. City of Chicago, 651 F.3d 684, at 704 (7
th

 Cir. 2011), the court 

held: 

“The plaintiffs challenge only the City's ban on firing ranges, so our first 

question is whether range training is categorically unprotected by the 
Second Amendment. Heller and McDonald suggest to the contrary. The Court 

emphasized in both cases that the "central component" of the Second 

Amendment is the right to keep and bear arms for defense of self, family, 
and home.  Heller, 554 U.S. at 599; McDonald, 130 S. Ct. at 3048.   The 

right to possess firearms for protection implies a corresponding right to 
acquire and maintain proficiency in their use; the core right wouldn't mean 

much without the training and practice that make it effective. Several 
passages in Heller support this understanding. Examining post- Civil War 

legal commentaries to confirm the founding-era "individual right" 
understanding of the Second Amendment, the Court quoted at length from 

the "massively popular 1868 Treatise on Constitutional Limitations" by judge 
and professor Thomas Cooley: "[T]o bear arms implies something more than 

the mere keeping; it implies the learning to handle and use them . . . ; it 
implies the right to meet for voluntary discipline in arms, observing in doing 

so the laws of public order." 554 U.S. at 616, 617-18 (internal quotation 
marks omitted); see also id. at 619 ("'No doubt, a citizen who keeps a gun 

or pistol under judicious precautions, practices in safe places the use of it, 

and in due time teaches his sons to do the same, exercises his individual 
right.'" (quoting BENJAMIN VAUGHAN ABBOTT, JUDGE AND JURY: A POPULAR 

EXPLANATION OF THE LEADING TOPICS IN THE LAW OF THE LAND 333 (1880))).” 



















Select Year:   

The 2015 Florida Statutes

Title XLVI

CRIMES

Chapter 790

WEAPONS AND FIREARMS

View Entire Chapter

790.333 Sport shooting and training range protection; liability; claims, expenses, and fees; penalties;

preemption; construction.—

(1) LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS.—

(a) The Legislature finds that in excess of 400 sport shooting and training ranges exist on public and private

lands throughout this state.

(b) These sport shooting and training ranges are widely used and enjoyed by the residents of this state and

are a necessary component of the guarantees of the Second Amendment to the United States Constitution and

of s. 8, Art. I of the State Constitution.

(c) Many of these ranges are used by state and local law enforcement agencies for training, practice, and

regular mandatory qualification by law enforcement officers; by Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission

hunter safety instructors who teach adults and youngsters in the safe use and handling of firearms in

preparation for obtaining hunting licenses; by school boards, colleges, and universities for reserve officer

training corps training and activities; by school shooting teams; by Olympic competitors; and by certified

instructors who teach the safe use and handling of firearms in preparation for applying for licenses to carry

concealed firearms for lawful self-protection.

(d) The public policy of the State of Florida is to encourage the safe handling and operation of firearms and

mandates appropriate training in the safe use and handling of firearms for persons licensed to carry concealed

firearms and for persons licensed to hunt in the state. Sport shooting and training ranges throughout this state

provide the location at which this important public purpose is served and at which the firearms training

mandates are fulfilled.

(e) Projectiles are integral to sport shooting and training range activity and to the ownership and use of

firearms.

(f) Over years of operation, projectiles have accumulated in the environment at many ranges. Whether this

projectile accumulation has caused or will cause degradation of the environment or harm to human health

depends on factors that are site-specific. Therefore, sport shooting and training ranges must be allowed

flexibility to apply appropriate environmental management practices at ranges. The use of environmental

management practices can be implemented to avoid or reduce any potential for adverse environmental

impact.

(g) The Department of Environmental Protection, in collaboration with shooting range owners and

operators, sport shooting organizations, law enforcement representatives, and university researchers, has

developed shooting range best management practices in order to minimize any potential for any adverse

environmental impact resulting from the operation of shooting ranges.

(h) Appropriate environmental management practices, when implemented where applicable, can minimize

or eliminate environmental impacts associated with projectiles. Environmental management practices to

maintain or to improve the condition of ranges is evolving and will continue to evolve.

(i) Unnecessary litigation and unnecessary regulation by governmental agencies of sport shooting and
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training ranges impairs the ability of residents of this state to ensure safe handling of firearms and to enjoy the

recreational opportunities ranges provide. The cost of defending these actions is prohibitive and threatens to

bankrupt and destroy the sport shooting and training range industry.

(j) The Department of Environmental Protection does not have nor has it ever had authority to force

permitting requirements of part IV of chapter 403 on owners and operators of sport shooting and training

ranges.

(k) The elimination of sport shooting ranges will unnecessarily impair the ability of residents of this state to

exercise and practice their constitutional guarantees under the Second Amendment to the United States

Constitution and under s. 8, Art. I of the State Constitution.

(2) LEGISLATIVE INTENT.—The Legislature intends to protect public and private sport shooting or training

range owners, operators, users, employees, agents, contractors, customers, lenders, and insurers from lawsuits

and other legal actions by the state, special purpose districts, or political subdivisions and to promote

maximum flexibility for implementation of environmental management practices and of the principles of

risk-based corrective action pursuant to s. 376.30701. It is also the intent of the Legislature that legal action

against sport shooting and training ranges will only be a last-resort option and be available only to the

department and only after all reasonable efforts to resolve disputes at shooting ranges, including compliance

assistance, negotiations, and alternative dispute resolution, have been attempted.

(3) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this act:

(a) “Department” means the Department of Environmental Protection.

(b) “Operator” means any person who operates or has operated a sport shooting or training range.

(c) “Owner” means any person who owns or has owned a sport shooting or training range or any interest

therein.

(d) “Projectile” means any object expelled, propelled, discharged, shot, or otherwise released from a

firearm, BB gun, airgun, or similar device, including, but not limited to, gunpowder, ammunition, lead, shot,

skeet, and trap targets and associated chemicals, derivatives, and constituents thereof.

(e) “Environmental management practices” includes but is not limited to Best Management Practices for

Environmental Stewardship of Florida Shooting Ranges as developed by the Department of Environmental

Protection. Such practices include, but are not limited to, control and containment of projectiles, prevention

of the migration of projectiles and their constituents to ground and surface water, periodic removal and

recycling of projectiles, and documentation of actions taken.

(f) “Environment” means the air, water, surface water, sediment, soil, and groundwater and other natural

and manmade resources of this state.

(g) “User” means any person, partner, joint venture, business or social entity, or corporation, or any group

of the foregoing, organized or united for a business, sport, or social purpose.

(h) “Sport shooting and training range” or “range” means any area that has been designed, or operated for

the use of, firearms, rifles, shotguns, pistols, silhouettes, skeet, trap, black powder, BB guns, airguns, or similar

devices, or any other type of sport or training shooting.

(4) DUTIES.—

(a) No later than January 1, 2005, the department shall make a good faith effort to provide copies of the

Best Management Practices for Environmental Stewardship of Florida Shooting Ranges to all owners or

operators of sport shooting or training ranges. The department shall also provide technical assistance with

implementing environmental management practices, which may include workshops, demonstrations, or other

guidance, if any owner or operator of sport shooting or training ranges requests such assistance.

(b) No later than January 1, 2006, sport shooting or training range owners, operators, tenants, or occupants

shall implement situation appropriate environmental management practices.

(c) If contamination is suspected or identified by any owner, operator, tenant, or occupant of sport shooting
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or training ranges, any owner, operator, tenant, or occupant of sport shooting or training ranges may request

that the department assist with or perform contamination assessment, including, but not limited to, assistance

preparing and presenting a plan to confirm the presence and extent of contamination.

(d) If contamination is suspected or identified by a third-party complaint or adjacent property sampling

events, the department shall give 60 days’ notice to the sport shooting or training range owner, operator,

tenant, or occupant of the department’s intent to enter the site for the purpose of investigating potential

sources of contamination. The department may assist with or perform contamination assessment, including,

but not limited to, assistance preparing and presenting a plan to confirm the presence and extent of

contamination.

(e) If the department confirms contamination under paragraph (c) or paragraph (d), principles of risk-based

corrective action pursuant to s. 376.30701 shall be applied to sport shooting or training ranges. Application of

the minimum risk-based corrective action principles shall be the primary responsibility of the sport shooting

range or training range owner or operator for implementation, however, the department may assist in these

efforts. Risk-based corrective action plans used for these cleanups shall be based upon the presumption that

the sport shooting or training range is an industrial use and not a residential use and will continue to be

operated as a sport shooting or training range.

(5) SPORT SHOOTING AND TRAINING RANGE PROTECTION.—

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any public or private owner, operator, employee, agent,

contractor, customer, lender, insurer, or user of any sport shooting or training range located in this state shall

have immunity from lawsuits and other legal actions from the state and any of its agencies, special purpose

districts, or political subdivisions for any claims of any kind associated with the use, release, placement,

deposition, or accumulation of any projectile in the environment, on or under that sport shooting or training

range, or any other property over which the range has an easement, leasehold, or other legal right of use, if

the sport shooting or training range owner or operator has made a good faith effort to comply with subsection

(4).

(b) Nothing in this act is intended to impair or diminish the private property rights of owners of property

adjoining a sport shooting or training range.

(c) The sport shooting and training range protections provided by this act are supplemental to any other

protections provided by general law.

(6) WITHDRAWALS OF CLAIMS AND RECOVERY OF EXPENSES AND ATTORNEY’S FEES.—

(a) Within 90 days after the effective date of this act becoming law, all claims by the state and any of its

agencies, special purpose districts, or political subdivisions against sport shooting or training ranges pending in

any court of this state or before any administrative agency on January 1, 2004, shall be withdrawn. The

termination of such cases shall have no effect on the defendant’s cause of action for damages, reasonable

attorney’s fees, and costs.

(b) In any action filed in violation of this act after the effective date of this act, the defendant shall

recover all expenses resulting from such action from the governmental body, person, or entity bringing such

unlawful action.

(7) PENALTIES.—Any official, agent, or employee of a county, municipality, town, special purpose district,

or other political subdivision or agent of the state, while he or she was acting in his or her official capacity and

within the scope of his or her employment or office, who intentionally and maliciously violates the provisions

of this section or is party to bringing an action in violation of this section commits a misdemeanor of the first

degree, punishable as provided in ss. 775.082 and 775.083.

(8) PREEMPTION.—Except as expressly provided by general law, the Legislature hereby declares that it is

occupying the whole field of regulation of firearms and ammunition use at sport shooting and training ranges,

including the environmental effects of projectile deposition at sport shooting and training ranges.
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(9) The provisions of this act shall supersede any conflicting provisions of chapter 376 or chapter 403.

(10) CONSTRUCTION.—This act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its remedial and deterrent

purposes.

History.—s. 1, ch. 2004-56.
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From: Bustamante, Jeri
To: jeri bustamante@hotmail.com
Subject: Fwd: QA
Date: Monday, February 22, 2016 6:55:03 AM
Attachments: 2.22.16 QA.docx

ATT00001.htm

Jeri Bustamante
Office of Governor Rick Scott
jeri.bustamante@eog.myflorida.com
(850) 544-2800
www.FLGov.com

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Bustamante, Jeri" <Jeri.Bustamante@eog.myflorida.com>
Date: February 21, 2016 at 4:43:36 PM EST
To: "Maul, Wes" <Wes.Maul@eog.myflorida.com>
Subject: QA

Jeri Bustamante
Office of Governor Rick Scott
jeri.bustamante@eog.myflorida.com
(850) 544-2800
www.FLGov.com

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Bustamante, Jeri" <Jeri.Bustamante@eog.myflorida.com>
Date: February 21, 2016 at 3:11:49 PM EST
To: "Tupps, John" <John.Tupps@eog.myflorida.com>
Cc: "Schutz, Jackie" <Jackie.Schutz@eog.myflorida.com>
Subject: ****DRAFT***

Only updates are on 2016



Q&A February 22, 2016 
 
NEWS OF THE DAY 
 
Q: Do you think President Obama should visit Cuba? 

• First - President Obama has failed us with this new failed policy between 
Obama and the Castro brothers. 

• The Castro regime continues to undermine U.S. national security interests by 
sponsoring acts of terrorism.  

• I will continue to stand with the pro-democracy movement in Cuba and Florida in 
their fight against the Obama-Castro pact.  

 
Q: What’s the latest on the request your office sent to the U.S. Army Corps to 
move water south to ease flooding in the Everglades?  

• I requested the U.S. Army Corps agreed to move more water south and I 
appreciate their quick action to ease effects of flooding in the Everglades. 

• This action will help prevent a die off of wildlife whose habitat is currently flooded 
and eventually relieve pressure from discharges to the Estuaries.   

 
Background:  

• This year I recommended the state:  
o Create a dedicated source of funding that will ensure that $5 billion is 

invested in Everglades restoration over the next 20 years. 
 This funding will ensure that the state is able to fund its share of 

restoration projects and the construction of the C-43 and C-44 
reservoirs – projects that will provide almost 100 billion gallons 
of water storage to protect the St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee 
estuaries.  

• Include a $151 million investment in Everglades restoration for the upcoming 
fiscal year. 

Q: What do you think of the 18 year old accused of impersonating a doctor in 
Palm Beach? 

• DOH has worked hard to hold him accountable.  
• You should contact them for more details.  

Q: Do you think President Obama did the right thing by not attending Justice 
Scalia’s funeral?  

• Justice Scalia was a great leader in our country and my thoughts and 
prayers are with his family during this difficult time.  

 
Q: Will you support a bill that would keep certain refugees out of Florida? 

• I will review any legislation that makes it to my desk.  
If pressed: 

• What I’ve said in the past, particularly with the Syrian refugee crisis is that the 
President wants us to trust their vetting process but has given us little faith that 



they can properly check the background of every refugee coming into our 
country. 

• It is troubling that we cannot get information on the refugees they are sending to 
our states so we can make the best decision for our residents.  

• The state can only do so much and that is why I asked Congress to stop in and 
take immediate action to stop the President form using any tax dollars to fund the 
relocation of Syrian refugees from Florida. 

 
Q: Will you pardon “Groveland Four” who were accused of raping a white woman 
in 1949? 

• As always, we will follow the clemency process and review any case that is 
brought in front of us. 

If pressed,  
• As you know, I don’t have sole authority over this and it needs to come before 

the board.  
 
Q: Marion Hammer released a statement calling on you to abolish the South 
Florida Water Management District. Will you investigate or abolish the water 
management district? 

• I am confident water management board members and the NRA can work 
together on a solution that is good for everyone. 

If pressed:  
• I think they can come to a resolution without drastic action.  

 
Q: It looks like the compact you signed could be in legislation soon. Are you 
encouraged by how it is going through the legislature? 

• As I have always said, the compact is a good deal for our state - it will 
generate thousands of jobs and have a large economic impact across our 
state - but I will respect whatever the President and Speaker decide to do. 

 
Q: The Senate says you're advocating for an increase in property taxes to pay for 
an increase in public school spending.  Sen. Gaetz also says your plan to fund 
education is a “property tax increase on small businesses and families.”  What is 
your response? 

• I want to cut as many taxes and fees as I can.  That’s why I am working with 
the Legislature to cut $1 billion in taxes this year – on top of the 50 taxes 
we have already cut. 

• When home values rise, that is a good thing for families in our state. 
 

Q: Will you support the alimony reform bill that will end permanent alimony and 
push judges toward granting 50-50 time-sharing custody between parents?  

• I haven’t seen this bill yet.  
 
Q: Legislation to outlaw LGBT discrimination is dead in the legislature now.  
Don’t you think Florida needs to extend civil rights protections to gay, bisexual 
and transgender Floridians? 



• I don’t believe anyone should be discriminated against, but I haven’t seen 
that specific legislation. 

 
Q: Will you support legislation requiring a unanimous verdict from the jury in 
order to recommend the death penalty? 

• I haven’t reviewed this legislation yet – but, it is my most solemn duty to 
uphold the law and my top concern is always for the families of these 
victims. 

 
Q: Do you support legislation allowing some people to carry concealed weapons 
on college campuses? 

• I haven’t reviewed this legislation yet, but I am a strong supporter of the 
second amendment.  

If pressed:  
• It is important to keep schools and students safe, but I haven’t seen specific 

legislation. 
 

Q: Do you support open carry? 
• I haven’t reviewed this legislation yet, but I am a strong supporter of the 

second amendment.  
 
Q: Do you think Florida should move forward with the scheduled execution in 
March even after attorneys are calling for the Florida Supreme Court should 
determine how to apply the recent U.S. Supreme Court ruling that the state's 
death penalty system is unconstitutional? 

• We will wait to see what the court says. Obviously, we will continue to 
follow the law. 

 
Q: Florida leads in the U.S. in new H.I.V cases after you cut funding at the 
Department of Health? Doesn’t that concern you? 

• Florida is spending a record $34 million on HIV and AIDS prevention this 
year and Dr. Armstrong is committed to doing he can to prevent the spread 
of this disease. 

• If pressed on staff reductions:  
• We are always looking for efficiencies in state government but staff reductions 

did not impact the surveillance, education, prevention, counseling, testing, 
care and treatment of HIV/AIDS patients. 

 
Q: A senate panel wants voters to choose the Commissioner of Education and 
the Secretary of State.  What are your thoughts on these proposals? 

• I don’t see a need for either of these bills. 
 

Q: Are you worried you are not going to get YOUR tax cut or YOUR EFI bill done? 
It looks like you are not getting anything important to YOU done this session? 

• I am very confident that we will ALL be successful this session. 



• We started the session strong by signing into law the President’s unique 
abilities legislation and the Speaker’s water legislation, and I expect to end 
the session strong with a $1 billion tax cut and a $250 million dedicated 
Florida Enterprise Fund 

 
Q: The Department of Health has cut hundreds of positions at county health 
departments, including 20 positions in Hillsborough where there are cases of 
Zika. Do you think this will impact emergency response? 

• Absolutely not.  
• These position reductions have not affected emergency readiness capabilities or 

impacted the delivery of services at the Department of Health.  
• In the event of any emergency, we’ll work with Dr. Armstrong to make sure the 

Department of Health has all of the resources needed to keep families safe. 
 
Q: Do you think there should be a Constitutional amendment requiring that future 
gambling licenses get statewide voter approval? 

• I know this is an issue that some legislative members are interested in 
exploring and we look forward to working with them to reach a positive 
outcome for the state of Florida, even on issues outside of the compact 
agreement itself.    

   
Q: Outside of the compact, do you generally support the expansion of gaming in 
Florida? 

• I believe that Floridians in local communities where gaming expansion is 
being considered should have a say on it.   

• This compact is a good deal for the state because it creates a cap on the amount 
of gaming that can be offered by the Seminole Tribe and limits the expansion of 
gaming in the state. 

  
Q: Do you think fantasy sports is gambling and how should the legislature 
regulate that? 

• The compact does not directly address this.  I know there are proposals 
going through the legislature and I will review them if they reach my desk. 

 
2016 
 
Q: Do you think Jeb Bush dropped out of the presidential race too early?  

• That decision was up to Jeb and his family. I think he worked hard during 
his campaign and was very focused on highlighting all the great things 
happening here in Florida, including the world-class education system 
while he was governor here in Florida. I wish him all the best. 
 

Q: Are you going to follow Governor Nikki Haley’s move and endorse Marco 
Rubio during the Florida primary?  

• I am not currently endorsing any candidate.  We have a lot of great 
candidates who are still running.  



Q: Are you glad Donald Trump won the South Carolina primary? 
• It has been good to see the voters in South Carolina, New Hampshire and 

Iowa weigh in. 
• I will continue to watch the primaries like every other voter.  I am still listening to 

the candidates’ plans to create jobs and I haven’t made a decision yet.  I am not 
sure who I will endorse or vote for yet, but I will make sure to let you know. 
 

Q: What do you think about the Pope calling Donald Trump’s immigration ideas 
‘non-Christian’?  

• I haven’t seen that but when it comes to immigration in our country I know 
a lot of people are frustrated with the President Obama’s policy on 
immigration and I hope the final outcome will be that President Obama is 
forced to work with Congress to achieve real and meaningful immigration 
reform in our country. 

 
Q: Your recent op-ed on Trump seems like an endorsement.  Why are you picking 
Trump over other candidate? 

• I am not currently endorsing any candidate.  We have a lot of great 
candidates who are running.  Both Marco and Jeb, when he was running, 
have done a great job highlighting all of the great things happening in 
Florida.   

• But, I came in as an outsider focused on creating jobs and I think voters are 
continuing to look for candidates with new ideas and new energy for job creation. 

 
Q: Do you talk to Trump often? 

• I talk to most of the Republican candidates frequently. 
 
Q: What do you think about Donald Trump’s controversial remarks on Muslims, 
immigrants and veterans?  Do you think he is offensive? 

• I think people in Washington are still trying to figure out why Trump is 
doing so well, but the reality is that he is saying what he thinks. He is not 
being politically correct. I think a lot of people find that refreshing. 

• But, the primaries are only just beginning and I hope every candidate will talk 
more about their plans to grow our economy. 

• If pressed:  
• I don’t agree with everything he says. 
• But again - Americans are frustrated, including myself, with the President and his 

takeover of our economy.  This shouldn’t just be the frustration of one candidate, 
but every candidate! 
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From: Miguel, Melinda
To: Cerio, Tim
Subject: Fwd: Rebuttal to Tampa Bay Times on Swiftmud
Date: Friday, March 11, 2016 7:16:59 AM

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "MPHammer1@aol.com" <MPHammer1@aol.com>
Date: February 28, 2016 at 10:00:16 AM EST
To: Governor Rick Scott <GovernorRick.Scott@eog.myflorida.com>,
 "Pam.Bondi@myfloridalegal.com" <Pam.Bondi@myfloridalegal.com>, "Sellers,
 Melissa" <Melissa.Sellers@eog.myflorida.com>, "Moulton, Diane"
 <Diane.Moulton@eog.myflorida.com>, "McDougal, Kim"
 <Kim.McDougal@eog.myflorida.com>, "Tupps, John"
 <John.Tupps@eog.myflorida.com>, "Cerio, Tim"
 <Tim.Cerio@eog.myflorida.com>, "Stearns, Heather"
 <Heather.Stearns@eog.myflorida.com>, "Stearns, Heather"
 <Heather.Stearns@eog.myflorida.com>, "Miguel, Melinda"
 <Melinda.Miguel@eog.myflorida.com>, "Tyler.Cathey@myfloridalegal.com"
 <Tyler.Cathey@myfloridalegal.com>, "Rob.Johnson@myfloridalegal.com"
 <Rob.Johnson@myfloridalegal.com>, "Ray, Whitney"
 <Whitney.Ray@myfloridalegal.com>, "Crisafulli, Steve"
 <steve.crisafulli@myfloridahouse.gov>, "Kathy.Mears@myfloridahouse.gov"
 <Kathy.Mears@myfloridahouse.gov>, "Michael.Williams@myfloridahouse.gov"
 <Michael.Williams@myfloridahouse.gov>, "Tom.Hamby@myfloridahouse.gov"
 <Tom.Hamby@myfloridahouse.gov>, "Lynn.Cobb@myfloridahouse.gov"
 <Lynn.Cobb@myfloridahouse.gov>, Andy Gardiner
 <gardiner.andy@flsenate.gov>, "Meyer.Reynold@flsenate.gov"
 <Meyer.Reynold@flsenate.gov>, "Betta.Katie@flsenate.gov"
 <Betta.Katie@flsenate.gov>, "Cortese.Tony@flsenate.gov"
 <Cortese.Tony@flsenate.gov>, "Levesque.George@flsenate.gov"
 <Levesque.George@flsenate.gov>
Subject: Rebuttal to Tampa Bay Times on Swiftmud

Subj: You want answers about why Swiftmud quietly withdrew their lawsuit against
 Skywa 
Date: 2/27/2016 6:24:08 PM Eastern Standard Time 
From: MPHammer1@aol.com 
To: tnickens@tampabay.com 
CC: craig@tampabay.com 
Sent from the Internet (Details) 

http://www.tampabay.com/opinion/editorials/editorial-public-deserves-answers-from-
swiftmud/2267027

RE: Your Editorial: Public deserves answers from Swiftmud, Friday 2/26/16



You want answers about why Swiftmud quietly withdrew their lawsuit against Skyway? I'll
 give you answers.

Florida Statutes 790.333 prohibits the Swiftmud lawsuit. The law only allows the state – the
 Department of Environmental Protection – to sue gun clubs. AND the law provides
 penalties for filing an illegal lawsuit.

(7) PENALTIES.—Any official, agent, or employee of a county, municipality, town, special
 purpose district, or other political subdivision or agent of the state, while he or she was
 acting in his or her official capacity and within the scope of his or her employment or office,
 who intentionally and maliciously violates the provisions of this section or is party to
 bringing an action in violation of this section commits a misdemeanor of the first degree,
 punishable as provided in ss. 775.082 and 775.083.

If you found out that your consent to filing an illegal lawsuit could land you in jail wouldn't
 you try to quietly withdraw the lawsuit?

They wanted me to shut up because they knew there was no pollution, they knew they had
 broken the law and they knew that the problem was all their own making. 

Marion P. Hammer



From: Miguel, Melinda
To: Cerio, Tim
Subject: Fwd: Relationship between SWFWMD and Law Firm doesn"t pass the smell test
Date: Friday, March 11, 2016 7:17:41 AM

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "MPHammer1@aol.com" <MPHammer1@aol.com>
Date: February 25, 2016 at 8:38:54 PM EST
To: Governor Rick Scott <GovernorRick.Scott@eog.myflorida.com>,
 "Pam.Bondi@myfloridalegal.com" <Pam.Bondi@myfloridalegal.com>, "Sellers,
 Melissa" <Melissa.Sellers@eog.myflorida.com>, "Moulton, Diane"
 <Diane.Moulton@eog.myflorida.com>, "McDougal, Kim"
 <Kim.McDougal@eog.myflorida.com>, "Tupps, John"
 <John.Tupps@eog.myflorida.com>, "Cerio, Tim"
 <Tim.Cerio@eog.myflorida.com>, "Stearns, Heather"
 <Heather.Stearns@eog.myflorida.com>, "Stearns, Heather"
 <Heather.Stearns@eog.myflorida.com>, "Miguel, Melinda"
 <Melinda.Miguel@eog.myflorida.com>, "Tyler.Cathey@myfloridalegal.com"
 <Tyler.Cathey@myfloridalegal.com>, "Rob.Johnson@myfloridalegal.com"
 <Rob.Johnson@myfloridalegal.com>, "Ray, Whitney"
 <Whitney.Ray@myfloridalegal.com>, "Crisafulli, Steve"
 <steve.crisafulli@myfloridahouse.gov>, "Kathy.Mears@myfloridahouse.gov"
 <Kathy.Mears@myfloridahouse.gov>, "Michael.Williams@myfloridahouse.gov"
 <Michael.Williams@myfloridahouse.gov>, "Tom.Hamby@myfloridahouse.gov"
 <Tom.Hamby@myfloridahouse.gov>, "Lynn.Cobb@myfloridahouse.gov"
 <Lynn.Cobb@myfloridahouse.gov>, Andy Gardiner
 <gardiner.andy@flsenate.gov>, "Meyer.Reynold@flsenate.gov"
 <Meyer.Reynold@flsenate.gov>, "Betta.Katie@flsenate.gov"
 <Betta.Katie@flsenate.gov>, "Cortese.Tony@flsenate.gov"
 <Cortese.Tony@flsenate.gov>, "Levesque.George@flsenate.gov"
 <Levesque.George@flsenate.gov>
Subject: Relationship between SWFWMD and Law Firm doesn't pass the
 smell test

This simply does not pass the smell test

Simple research reveals facts with the appearances of an inappropriate relationship
 between SWFWMD and the Manson, Bolves, Donaldson law firm (MBD). I am compelled
 to question whether there is collusion or corruption involved.

First, two of the current shareholders of the MBD law firm hired to file another lawsuit
 against the Skyway, are former General Counsels of SWFWMD.

William Bilenky and Laura Donaldson were both directly involved in the events leading up to
 lawsuits against the Skyway Trap and Skeet Club (Skyway) – while SWFWMD General



 Counsels.

Bilenky, was General Counsel (GC) from approximately 2000-2011 and was actively and
 aggressively involved in SWFWMD's 2000 lawsuit against Skyway.

According to public record, Donaldson became the GC at SWFWMD around 2011. In 2015
 she left SWFWMD and joined the MBD law firm (along with Bilenky) Then, SWFWMD hired
 the MBD law firm to file another lawsuit against Skyway.

All of this begs a number of questions:

1. In Donaldson's capacity as public servant working as General Counsel for SWFWMD, did
 she engineer the 2015 lawsuit against Skyway for the purpose of then moving into private
 practice and taking the lawsuit with her to the MBD law firm? 

2. Did Bilenky help Donaldson get the GC position at SWFWMD? How in the world did both
 Bilenky and Donaldson end up working together at the MBD law firm which now represents
 their former employer in legal action against Skyway – their old nemesis?

3. How much tax payer money is the MBD law firm making by suing Skyway on behalf of
 SWFWMD – a lawsuit which Florida law prohibits?

4. Who among SWFWMD's current leadership hired the MBD law firm to file the 2015
 lawsuit? Were other law firms considered?

5. Would a different law firm, with no cronies, have advised SWFWMD that the law
 prohibited the lawsuit and that jail time was involved with violating the law?

These are serious questions that need to be answered.

The MBD law firm web-site states:

"He [Bilenky] also served for twelve years as the General Counsel for the Southwest Florida
 Water Management District overseeing the District's water use and environmental resource
 permitting, cooperative funding programs and many environmental restoration projects
 including the Sawgrass Lake gun club contamination restoration."

The MBD web site further states: "Laura was the youngest and first female General
 Counsel for the Southwest Florida Water Management District, where she served for three
 years. In her role as General Counsel, she provided legal advice and counsel to the
 District's Governing Board, the Executive Director and staff regarding the interpretation and
 applicability of laws, regulations and judicial decisions or rulings from federal, state and
 administrative branches, courts or agencies affecting the District. She also reviewed
 District contracts and analyzed and drafted legislation."

Donaldson was SWFWMD GC during the Berm construction of the Sawgrass Lake
 restoration project. 

The SWFWMD web-site says that Donaldson was an attorney with the MBD firm before her
 SWFWMD employment. Then, after her SWFWMD employment (ending in 2015 before the
 instant lawsuit was filed against Skyway), Donaldson re-joined the law firm. After both
 Bilenky and Donaldson left SWFWMD and joined the MBD law firm, SWFWMD engaged
 the firm to file the 2015 lawsuit against Skyway.



From: Tupps, John
To: Press
Subject: Fwd: looking for comment & a copy of a letter
Date: Tuesday, February 09, 2016 11:56:11 AM

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Craig Pittman <craig@tampabay.com>
Date: February 9, 2016 at 11:54:52 AM EST
To: "Tupps, John" <John.Tupps@eog.myflorida.com>
Subject: looking for comment & a copy of a letter

Hey John,
Hope you’re doing well.
Sunshine State News says Marion Hammer of the NRA sent the governor’s office a
 letter at 7:45 a.m. demanding he abolish the Southwest Florida Water Management
 District. I’d like to get a copy of that letter, and also a comment from the EOG in
 response.
It’s for a daily story so ASAP pretty please.
Thanks!
Craig Pittman
Tampa Bay Times
P.O. Box 1121
St. Petersburg, FL 33731-1121
727-893-8530/fax 727-893-8675
craig@tampabay.com
https://twitter.com/craigtimes
Coming July 4:
OH FLORIDA! HOW AMERICA'S WEIRDEST STATE
INFLUENCES THE REST OF THE COUNTRY
by Craig Pittman
http://www.amazon.ca/Oh-Florida-Americas-Weirdest-Influences/dp/1250071208
Already in stores:

THE SCENT OF SCANDAL: GREED, BETRAYAL, AND
THE WORLD'S MOST BEAUTIFUL ORCHID
by Craig Pittman
http://www.amazon.com/The-Scent-Scandal-Betrayal-Beautiful/dp/0813039746



From: Schenone, Lauren
To: Turner , Jim
Cc: Bustamante, Jeri
Subject: Inquiry
Date: Tuesday, February 09, 2016 5:16:11 PM

Hi Jim,
Please attribute this statement to Jackie Schutz, Communications Director:

“We are confident water management board members and the NRA can work together on a
 solution that is good for everyone.” – Jackie Schutz
Thanks,
Lauren Schenone
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Rick Scott
Lauren.Schenone@eog.myflorida.com
850.717.9282



From: MPHammer1@aol.com
To: Governor Rick Scott; Pam.Bondi@myfloridalegal.com; Sellers, Melissa; Moulton, Diane; McDougal, Kim; Tupps,

 John; Cerio, Tim; Stearns, Heather; Stearns, Heather; Miguel, Melinda; BradPiepenbrink@eog.myflorida.com;
 Tyler.Cathey@myfloridalegal.com; Rob.Johnson@myfloridalegal.com; Ray, Whitney; Crisafulli, Steve;
 Kathy.Mears@myfloridahouse.gov; Michael.Williams@myfloridahouse.gov; Tom.Hamby@myfloridahouse.gov;
 Lynn.Cobb@myfloridahouse.gov; Andy Gardiner; Meyer.Reynold@flsenate.gov; Betta.Katie@flsenate.gov;
 Cortese.Tony@flsenate.gov; Levesque.George@flsenate.gov

Subject: It"s Time to ABOLISH SWFWMD
Date: Tuesday, February 09, 2016 7:15:47 AM
Attachments: 1 MPH Statement on SWFWMD Feb-9-2062.ZIP

It's time to abolish SWFWMD. They clearly think they are above the law and have intentionally violated
 the agreement and the law forged by Governor Jeb Bush, Simone Marstiller, Chanta Combs, Chris
 Flack, Marion Hammer/NRA and George Gramling, Attorney for Skyway Trap and Skeet Club and NRA 

That 2004 agreement and law (790.333) were meant to stop SWFWMD from suing and trying to destroy
 this facility.

Attached are documents detailing SWFWMD's malicious conduct that calls for criminal investigation and
 investigation for violations of civil rights and Second Amendment rights.

STATEMENT OF MARION P. HAMMER

CONCERNING THE ONGOING ILLEGAL ACTIONS OF THE SOUTH WEST FLORIDA WATER
 MANAGEMENT DISTRICT AGAINST SKYWAY TRAP AND SKEET CLUB 

Today we are calling upon Governor Rick Scott, Attorney General Pam Bondi and the Florida Legislature
 to take immediate action to once and for all ABOLISH the Southwest Florida Water Management District
 commonly called SWFWMD (Swiftmud). 

Further, it is the duty and obligation of the Attorney General to investigate this state agency for criminal
 conduct and to prosecute those responsible for unlawful actions. 

Additionally, to assure immediate action in an expeditious manner, I’m calling upon Governor Rick Scott
 to task the office of Chief Inspector General to investigate SWFWMD for these blatant and wanton Civil
 Rights/Second Amendment rights violations.

It is not merely conduct showing a lack of good faith or conduct that shows a resistance to the law, it is
 the overt actions to violate these rights, in clear defiance of the mandates put in place by Governor Jeb
 Bush. Those mandates were specifically implemented to stop the odious conduct of SWFWMD against
 the Skyway Trap and Skeet Club. 

In open, knowing and intentional violation of the legal mandates put in place by Governor Jeb Bush, this
 rogue state agency has violated the legally executed agreement that was crafted to bring these lawsuits
 to a halt. Further, the law crafted by Governor Bush’s staff, under his direction, was intended to assure
 that the reckless and malicious actions of this state agency and their blatant attempt to destroy the
 Skyway Trap and Skeet Club could never again occur.

It is not just conduct contrary to law, SWFWMD has shown a penchant for arrogantly violating the
 agreement that ended the lawsuit, and for harassing and suing this small private trap and skeet club with
 the full intention of shutting down a small business. 

Skyway Trap and Skeet Club serves the Second Amendment community of trap and skeet shooters,
 including being an Olympic training center for young, would-be Olympians. This is not a ragtag facility; it
 is a highly professional facility that provides instruction for American Skeet & Trap as well as Olympic
 Skeet & Trap and Sporting Clays. The club has a full-time Olympic Development Program for Youth and



 Adults who aspire to represent the United States of America in the World Olympic Games. For 71 years
 this non-profit private club and business has owned this property and has operated in this location. 

SWFWMD is a malignant state agency that uses unlimited tax dollars in what I can only call an evil
 attempt to steal private property and destroy a small private business. 

In 2004, at the direction of Governor Jeb Bush, Deputy Chief of Staff Simone Marstiller, Assistant General
 Counsel Chanta Combs, and Director of Policy and Budget for Environmental Issues Chris Flack worked
 to reign in SWFWMD and stop their scurrilous behavior. 

In light of SWFWMD’s refusal to abide by the mandate of the agreement and the arrogant thumbing of
 their collective noses at the law, it is clear that the required action at this time is to abolish SWFWMD and
 pursue legal action against those who have participated in this conduct.

Attorney George Gramling, of Gramling Environmental Law, PA was and is counsel representing the
 Skyway Trap and Skeet Club and the National Rifle Association. Additionally, Skyway Trap and Skeet
 Club is also represented in the current lawsuit by attorney William H. Walker.

George Gramling, Gramling Environmental Law, PA, (813) 259-1060

Bob Warren is Officer and Manager of Skyway Trap and Skeet Club.

Included with (1) my statement is a (2) Fact Sheet that highlights events in this matter, (3) a sheet
 detailing court rulings on the Right to Practice on a shooting range as an ancillary right of the
 Second Amendment to Right to Keep and Bear Arms, (4) a copy of the 2004 Agreement and (5) a
 copy of Florida Statutes 790.333. 



STATEMENT OF MARION P. HAMMER 

CONCERNING THE ONGOING ILLEGAL ACTIONS OF THE SOUTH WEST FLORIDA 

WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT AGAINST SKYWAY TRAP AND SKEET CLUB  

Today we are calling upon Governor Rick Scott, Attorney General Pam Bondi and 

the Florida Legislature to take immediate action to once and for all ABOLISH the 

Southwest Florida Water Management District commonly called SWFWMD 

(Swiftmud).   

 

Further, it is the duty and obligation of the Attorney General to investigate this 

state agency for criminal conduct and to prosecute those responsible for unlawful 

actions.   

Additionally, to assure immediate action in an expeditious manner, I’m calling 

upon Governor Rick Scott to task the office of Chief Inspector General to 

investigate SWFWMD for these blatant and wanton Civil Rights/Second 

Amendment rights violations. 

It is not merely conduct showing a lack of good faith  or conduct that shows a 

resistance to the law,   it is the overt actions to violate these rights, in clear 

defiance of the mandates put in place by Governor Jeb Bush.  Those mandates 

were specifically implemented to stop the odious conduct of SWFWMD against 

the Skyway Trap and Skeet Club.  

In open, knowing and intentional violation of the legal mandates put in place by  

Governor Jeb Bush, this rogue state agency has violated the legally executed 

agreement  that was crafted to bring these lawsuits to a halt.  Further, the law 

crafted by Governor Bush’s staff, under his direction, was intended to assure that 

the reckless and malicious actions of this state agency and their blatant attempt 

to destroy the Skyway Trap and Skeet Club could never again occur. 

It is not just conduct contrary to law, SWFWMD has shown a penchant for 

arrogantly violating the agreement that ended the lawsuit, and for harassing and 

suing this small private trap and skeet club with the full intention of shutting 

down a small business.   



Skyway Trap and Skeet Club serves the Second Amendment community of trap 

and skeet shooters, including being an Olympic training center for young, would-

be Olympians.  This is not a ragtag facility;  it is a highly professional facility that 

provides instruction for American Skeet & Trap as well as Olympic Skeet & Trap 

and Sporting Clays.  The club has a full-time Olympic Development Program for 

youth and adults who aspire to represent the United States of America in the 

World Olympic Games.  For 71 years this non-profit private club and business has 

owned this property and has operated in this location.   

SWFWMD is a malignant state agency that uses unlimited tax dollars in what I can 

only called an evil attempt to steal private property and destroy a small private 

business.   

In 2004, at the direction of Governor Jeb Bush, Deputy Chief of Staff Simone 

Marstiller, Assistant General Counsel Chanta Combs, and Director of Policy and 

Budget for Environmental Issues Chris Flack worked to reign in SWFWMD and 

stop their scurrilous behavior.  

In light of SWFWMD’s refusal to abide by the mandate of the agreement and the  

arrogant  thumbing of  their collective noses at the law, it is clear that the 

required action at this time is to abolish SWFWMD and pursue legal action against 

those who have participated in this conduct. 

Attorney George Gramling , of Gramling Environmental Law, PA was and is 

counsel representing the Skyway Trap and Skeet Club and the National Rifle 

Association.  Additionally, Skyway Trap and Skeet Club is also represented in the 

current lawsuit by attorney William H. Walker. 

George Gramling, Gramling Environmental Law, PA, (813) 259-1060 

Bob Warren is Officer and Manager of Skyway Trap and Skeet Club. 

Included with my statement is a Fact Sheet that highlights events in this matter, a 

sheet detailing court rulings on the Right to Practice on a shooting range as an 

ancillary right of the Second Amendment to Right to Keep and Bear Arms, a copy 

of the 2004 Agreement and a copy of Florida Statutes 790.333.   



FACT SHEET 

SWFWMD Malicious Lawsuits Against Skyway Trap & Skeet Club 

 

• The Southwest Florida Water Management District (“SWFWMD”) is a state agency. 

Skyway Trap & Skeet Club (“Skyway”) is a not-for-profit, Florida Sport Shooting 

Range located in Pinellas County, Florida. Skyway has been in business for 71 

years. SWFWMD owns land adjacent to Skyway. 

 

• SWFMWD has continuously demonstrated a malicious intent to drive Skyway out of 

business. Using tax-payer dollars to fund lawsuits, SWFWMD has sued Skyway 

three times. 

 

1. “1975 Lawsuit” – SWFWMD v. Leon H. Sellers, et al., Case No. 75-44807, Circuit 

Court, 6th Judicial Circuit of Florida, in which SWFWMD “took” Skyway’s land 

through eminent domain resulting in the court granting Skyway a “perpetual right 

and easement to utilize the property as a drop zone or fallout zone for expanded 

shotgun ammunition.” 

 

2. “2000 Lawsuit” – SWFWMD v. Skyway, Case No. 00-2649-CJ-7, Circuit Court, 

6th Judicial Circuit of Florida, in which SWFWMD sued Skyway to permanently 

prevent any shooting at Skyway and to eliminate Skyway’s easement rights. This 

lawsuit was dismissed with prejudice as required by Chapter 790, Florida 

Statutes, The Sport Shooting and Training Range Protection Act (the “Act”) 

(attached as Exhibit “A”). 

 

3. “2015 Lawsuit” – SWFWMD v. Skyway, Case No. 15-005277-CA-20, Circuit 

Court, 6th Judicial Circuit of Florida, in which SWFWMD is now suing to 

permanently and completely prevent Skyway’s users from shooting whatsoever. 

 

• In connection with the 2000 Lawsuit, SWFWMD was required (per settlement 

agreement attached as Exhibit “B”) to construct an “earthen berm” between the 

Skyway and SWFWMD properties. SWFWMD improperly constructed the berm 

resulting in the death of at least one worker. SWFWMD also failed to construct the 

berm at sufficient height. Finally, SWFWMD failed to engineer the berm to support 

any kind of “shot barrier” which would compensate for the insufficient height. 

 

• After making it impossible and unsafe for the berm to support such a shot barrier, 

SWFWMD filed the 2015 Lawsuit to force Skyway to install a shot barrier 

nonetheless! This is not only disingenuous; it is malicious. 

 



• The lawsuits have depleted Skyway’s financial resources and if SWFWMD prevails 

in enjoining shooting activity at Skyway, Skyway will be forced out of business and 

thousands of people will be denied their 2nd Amendment constitutional rights.  

 

• The Act addresses the important constitutional value of maintaining sport shooting 

and training ranges across the state of Florida. 

 

• The Act recognizes the Florida Department of Environmental Protection’s “Best 

Management Practices” at sport shooting and training ranges to minimize 

environmental impacts. 

 

• The Act further recognizes that litigation against, and unnecessary regulation of, 

sport shooting and training ranges is a deprivation of constitutional liberty 

guaranteed by the 2nd Amendment to the United States Constitution. 

 

• The legislature intended to prevent lawsuits by state agencies against sport shooting 

ranges. The Act protects sport shooting ranges from government initiated lawsuits, 

while preserving the rights of owners of private property adjoining a sport shooting 

range. SWFWMD is not a private property owner. 

 

Chapter 790.333 (5), Florida Statutes. 

 

(5) SPORT SHOOTING AND TRAINING RANGE PROTECTION.— 

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any public or private owner, 

operator, employee, agent, contractor, customer, lender, insurer, or user of any 

sport shooting or training range located in this state shall have immunity from 

lawsuits and other legal actions from the state and any of its agencies, special 

purpose districts, or political subdivisions for any claims of any kind associated 

with the use, release, placement, deposition, or accumulation of any projectile in 

the environment, on or under that sport shooting or training range, or any other 

property over which the range has an easement, leasehold, or other legal right of 

use, if the sport shooting or training range owner or operator has made a good 

faith effort to comply with subsection (4). 

 

• Notwithstanding the Act’s crystal clear prohibition against SWFWMD ever filing a 

lawsuit against any sport shooting range, SWFWMD is intentionally and maliciously 

suing Skyway now. 

 

• This malicious and intentional violation of the Act should be punished as prescribed 

in Chapter 790.333 (7), Florida Statutes. 

(7) PENALTIES.—Any official, agent, or employee of a county, municipality, 

town, special purpose district, or other political subdivision or agent of the state, 



while he or she was acting in his or her official capacity and within the scope of 

his or her employment or office, who intentionally and maliciously violates the 

provisions of this section or is party to bringing an action in violation of this 

section commits a misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in ss. 

775.082 and 775.083. 

• The Legislature should act again to stop SWFWMD’s intentional and malicious use 

of lawsuits to run sport shooting and training ranges out of business, by mandating 

the dismissal of the 2015 Lawsuit with prejudice, by making SWFWMD reimburse 

Skyway for all attorney’s fees, costs and expenses, by abolishing SWFWMD as a 

governmental entity, and by requesting the Attorney General to investigate and 

prosecute, if warranted, SWFWMD’s intentional and malicious violations of the Act. 

 

 



Second Amendment Rights violated by SWFWMD 

The Right to Practice, to shoot on a shooting range, flows from the Right to Keep and 
Bear Arms.  The Right to Practice is an ancillary right derived from the Second 
Amendment.  Courts have ruled that the right to practice on a shooting range is 
essential to the exercise of the Second Amendment. 

Ezell v. City of Chicago, 651 F.3d 684 (7
th

 Cir. 2011), at Head Note 17 states the 

following:   

NOTE: The central component  of the Second Amendment, U.S. Const. 
Amend. II, is the right to keep and bear arms for defense of self, family, and 
home. The right to possess firearms for protection implies a corresponding 
right to acquire and maintain proficiency in their use; the core right would 
not mean much without the training and practice that make it effective. 
HN17 

Further in  Ezell v. City of Chicago, 651 F.3d 684, at 704 (7
th

 Cir. 2011), the court 

held: 

“The plaintiffs challenge only the City's ban on firing ranges, so our first 

question is whether range training is categorically unprotected by the 
Second Amendment. Heller and McDonald suggest to the contrary. The Court 

emphasized in both cases that the "central component" of the Second 

Amendment is the right to keep and bear arms for defense of self, family, 
and home.  Heller, 554 U.S. at 599; McDonald, 130 S. Ct. at 3048.   The 

right to possess firearms for protection implies a corresponding right to 
acquire and maintain proficiency in their use; the core right wouldn't mean 

much without the training and practice that make it effective. Several 
passages in Heller support this understanding. Examining post- Civil War 

legal commentaries to confirm the founding-era "individual right" 
understanding of the Second Amendment, the Court quoted at length from 

the "massively popular 1868 Treatise on Constitutional Limitations" by judge 
and professor Thomas Cooley: "[T]o bear arms implies something more than 

the mere keeping; it implies the learning to handle and use them . . . ; it 
implies the right to meet for voluntary discipline in arms, observing in doing 

so the laws of public order." 554 U.S. at 616, 617-18 (internal quotation 
marks omitted); see also id. at 619 ("'No doubt, a citizen who keeps a gun 

or pistol under judicious precautions, practices in safe places the use of it, 

and in due time teaches his sons to do the same, exercises his individual 
right.'" (quoting BENJAMIN VAUGHAN ABBOTT, JUDGE AND JURY: A POPULAR 

EXPLANATION OF THE LEADING TOPICS IN THE LAW OF THE LAND 333 (1880))).” 



















Select Year:   

The 2015 Florida Statutes

Title XLVI

CRIMES

Chapter 790

WEAPONS AND FIREARMS

View Entire Chapter

790.333 Sport shooting and training range protection; liability; claims, expenses, and fees; penalties;

preemption; construction.—

(1) LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS.—

(a) The Legislature finds that in excess of 400 sport shooting and training ranges exist on public and private

lands throughout this state.

(b) These sport shooting and training ranges are widely used and enjoyed by the residents of this state and

are a necessary component of the guarantees of the Second Amendment to the United States Constitution and

of s. 8, Art. I of the State Constitution.

(c) Many of these ranges are used by state and local law enforcement agencies for training, practice, and

regular mandatory qualification by law enforcement officers; by Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission

hunter safety instructors who teach adults and youngsters in the safe use and handling of firearms in

preparation for obtaining hunting licenses; by school boards, colleges, and universities for reserve officer

training corps training and activities; by school shooting teams; by Olympic competitors; and by certified

instructors who teach the safe use and handling of firearms in preparation for applying for licenses to carry

concealed firearms for lawful self-protection.

(d) The public policy of the State of Florida is to encourage the safe handling and operation of firearms and

mandates appropriate training in the safe use and handling of firearms for persons licensed to carry concealed

firearms and for persons licensed to hunt in the state. Sport shooting and training ranges throughout this state

provide the location at which this important public purpose is served and at which the firearms training

mandates are fulfilled.

(e) Projectiles are integral to sport shooting and training range activity and to the ownership and use of

firearms.

(f) Over years of operation, projectiles have accumulated in the environment at many ranges. Whether this

projectile accumulation has caused or will cause degradation of the environment or harm to human health

depends on factors that are site-specific. Therefore, sport shooting and training ranges must be allowed

flexibility to apply appropriate environmental management practices at ranges. The use of environmental

management practices can be implemented to avoid or reduce any potential for adverse environmental

impact.

(g) The Department of Environmental Protection, in collaboration with shooting range owners and

operators, sport shooting organizations, law enforcement representatives, and university researchers, has

developed shooting range best management practices in order to minimize any potential for any adverse

environmental impact resulting from the operation of shooting ranges.

(h) Appropriate environmental management practices, when implemented where applicable, can minimize

or eliminate environmental impacts associated with projectiles. Environmental management practices to

maintain or to improve the condition of ranges is evolving and will continue to evolve.

(i) Unnecessary litigation and unnecessary regulation by governmental agencies of sport shooting and
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training ranges impairs the ability of residents of this state to ensure safe handling of firearms and to enjoy the

recreational opportunities ranges provide. The cost of defending these actions is prohibitive and threatens to

bankrupt and destroy the sport shooting and training range industry.

(j) The Department of Environmental Protection does not have nor has it ever had authority to force

permitting requirements of part IV of chapter 403 on owners and operators of sport shooting and training

ranges.

(k) The elimination of sport shooting ranges will unnecessarily impair the ability of residents of this state to

exercise and practice their constitutional guarantees under the Second Amendment to the United States

Constitution and under s. 8, Art. I of the State Constitution.

(2) LEGISLATIVE INTENT.—The Legislature intends to protect public and private sport shooting or training

range owners, operators, users, employees, agents, contractors, customers, lenders, and insurers from lawsuits

and other legal actions by the state, special purpose districts, or political subdivisions and to promote

maximum flexibility for implementation of environmental management practices and of the principles of

risk-based corrective action pursuant to s. 376.30701. It is also the intent of the Legislature that legal action

against sport shooting and training ranges will only be a last-resort option and be available only to the

department and only after all reasonable efforts to resolve disputes at shooting ranges, including compliance

assistance, negotiations, and alternative dispute resolution, have been attempted.

(3) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this act:

(a) “Department” means the Department of Environmental Protection.

(b) “Operator” means any person who operates or has operated a sport shooting or training range.

(c) “Owner” means any person who owns or has owned a sport shooting or training range or any interest

therein.

(d) “Projectile” means any object expelled, propelled, discharged, shot, or otherwise released from a

firearm, BB gun, airgun, or similar device, including, but not limited to, gunpowder, ammunition, lead, shot,

skeet, and trap targets and associated chemicals, derivatives, and constituents thereof.

(e) “Environmental management practices” includes but is not limited to Best Management Practices for

Environmental Stewardship of Florida Shooting Ranges as developed by the Department of Environmental

Protection. Such practices include, but are not limited to, control and containment of projectiles, prevention

of the migration of projectiles and their constituents to ground and surface water, periodic removal and

recycling of projectiles, and documentation of actions taken.

(f) “Environment” means the air, water, surface water, sediment, soil, and groundwater and other natural

and manmade resources of this state.

(g) “User” means any person, partner, joint venture, business or social entity, or corporation, or any group

of the foregoing, organized or united for a business, sport, or social purpose.

(h) “Sport shooting and training range” or “range” means any area that has been designed, or operated for

the use of, firearms, rifles, shotguns, pistols, silhouettes, skeet, trap, black powder, BB guns, airguns, or similar

devices, or any other type of sport or training shooting.

(4) DUTIES.—

(a) No later than January 1, 2005, the department shall make a good faith effort to provide copies of the

Best Management Practices for Environmental Stewardship of Florida Shooting Ranges to all owners or

operators of sport shooting or training ranges. The department shall also provide technical assistance with

implementing environmental management practices, which may include workshops, demonstrations, or other

guidance, if any owner or operator of sport shooting or training ranges requests such assistance.

(b) No later than January 1, 2006, sport shooting or training range owners, operators, tenants, or occupants

shall implement situation appropriate environmental management practices.

(c) If contamination is suspected or identified by any owner, operator, tenant, or occupant of sport shooting
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or training ranges, any owner, operator, tenant, or occupant of sport shooting or training ranges may request

that the department assist with or perform contamination assessment, including, but not limited to, assistance

preparing and presenting a plan to confirm the presence and extent of contamination.

(d) If contamination is suspected or identified by a third-party complaint or adjacent property sampling

events, the department shall give 60 days’ notice to the sport shooting or training range owner, operator,

tenant, or occupant of the department’s intent to enter the site for the purpose of investigating potential

sources of contamination. The department may assist with or perform contamination assessment, including,

but not limited to, assistance preparing and presenting a plan to confirm the presence and extent of

contamination.

(e) If the department confirms contamination under paragraph (c) or paragraph (d), principles of risk-based

corrective action pursuant to s. 376.30701 shall be applied to sport shooting or training ranges. Application of

the minimum risk-based corrective action principles shall be the primary responsibility of the sport shooting

range or training range owner or operator for implementation, however, the department may assist in these

efforts. Risk-based corrective action plans used for these cleanups shall be based upon the presumption that

the sport shooting or training range is an industrial use and not a residential use and will continue to be

operated as a sport shooting or training range.

(5) SPORT SHOOTING AND TRAINING RANGE PROTECTION.—

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any public or private owner, operator, employee, agent,

contractor, customer, lender, insurer, or user of any sport shooting or training range located in this state shall

have immunity from lawsuits and other legal actions from the state and any of its agencies, special purpose

districts, or political subdivisions for any claims of any kind associated with the use, release, placement,

deposition, or accumulation of any projectile in the environment, on or under that sport shooting or training

range, or any other property over which the range has an easement, leasehold, or other legal right of use, if

the sport shooting or training range owner or operator has made a good faith effort to comply with subsection

(4).

(b) Nothing in this act is intended to impair or diminish the private property rights of owners of property

adjoining a sport shooting or training range.

(c) The sport shooting and training range protections provided by this act are supplemental to any other

protections provided by general law.

(6) WITHDRAWALS OF CLAIMS AND RECOVERY OF EXPENSES AND ATTORNEY’S FEES.—

(a) Within 90 days after the effective date of this act becoming law, all claims by the state and any of its

agencies, special purpose districts, or political subdivisions against sport shooting or training ranges pending in

any court of this state or before any administrative agency on January 1, 2004, shall be withdrawn. The

termination of such cases shall have no effect on the defendant’s cause of action for damages, reasonable

attorney’s fees, and costs.

(b) In any action filed in violation of this act after the effective date of this act, the defendant shall

recover all expenses resulting from such action from the governmental body, person, or entity bringing such

unlawful action.

(7) PENALTIES.—Any official, agent, or employee of a county, municipality, town, special purpose district,

or other political subdivision or agent of the state, while he or she was acting in his or her official capacity and

within the scope of his or her employment or office, who intentionally and maliciously violates the provisions

of this section or is party to bringing an action in violation of this section commits a misdemeanor of the first

degree, punishable as provided in ss. 775.082 and 775.083.

(8) PREEMPTION.—Except as expressly provided by general law, the Legislature hereby declares that it is

occupying the whole field of regulation of firearms and ammunition use at sport shooting and training ranges,

including the environmental effects of projectile deposition at sport shooting and training ranges.
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(9) The provisions of this act shall supersede any conflicting provisions of chapter 376 or chapter 403.

(10) CONSTRUCTION.—This act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its remedial and deterrent

purposes.

History.—s. 1, ch. 2004-56.
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From: MPHammer1@aol.com
To: Governor Rick Scott; Pam.Bondi@myfloridalegal.com; Sellers, Melissa; Moulton, Diane; McDougal, Kim; Tupps,

 John; Cerio, Tim; Stearns, Heather; Stearns, Heather; Miguel, Melinda; BradPiepenbrink@eog.myflorida.com;
 Tyler.Cathey@myfloridalegal.com; Rob.Johnson@myfloridalegal.com; Ray, Whitney; Crisafulli, Steve;
 Kathy.Mears@myfloridahouse.gov; Michael.Williams@myfloridahouse.gov; Tom.Hamby@myfloridahouse.gov;
 Lynn.Cobb@myfloridahouse.gov; Andy Gardiner; Meyer.Reynold@flsenate.gov; Betta.Katie@flsenate.gov;
 Cortese.Tony@flsenate.gov; Levesque.George@flsenate.gov

Subject: It"s Time to ABOLISH SWFWMD
Date: Tuesday, February 09, 2016 7:15:52 AM
Attachments: 1 MPH Statement on SWFWMD Feb-9-2062.ZIP

It's time to abolish SWFWMD. They clearly think they are above the law and have intentionally violated
 the agreement and the law forged by Governor Jeb Bush, Simone Marstiller, Chanta Combs, Chris
 Flack, Marion Hammer/NRA and George Gramling, Attorney for Skyway Trap and Skeet Club and NRA 

That 2004 agreement and law (790.333) were meant to stop SWFWMD from suing and trying to destroy
 this facility.

Attached are documents detailing SWFWMD's malicious conduct that calls for criminal investigation and
 investigation for violations of civil rights and Second Amendment rights.

STATEMENT OF MARION P. HAMMER

CONCERNING THE ONGOING ILLEGAL ACTIONS OF THE SOUTH WEST FLORIDA WATER
 MANAGEMENT DISTRICT AGAINST SKYWAY TRAP AND SKEET CLUB 

Today we are calling upon Governor Rick Scott, Attorney General Pam Bondi and the Florida Legislature
 to take immediate action to once and for all ABOLISH the Southwest Florida Water Management District
 commonly called SWFWMD (Swiftmud). 

Further, it is the duty and obligation of the Attorney General to investigate this state agency for criminal
 conduct and to prosecute those responsible for unlawful actions. 

Additionally, to assure immediate action in an expeditious manner, I’m calling upon Governor Rick Scott
 to task the office of Chief Inspector General to investigate SWFWMD for these blatant and wanton Civil
 Rights/Second Amendment rights violations.

It is not merely conduct showing a lack of good faith or conduct that shows a resistance to the law, it is
 the overt actions to violate these rights, in clear defiance of the mandates put in place by Governor Jeb
 Bush. Those mandates were specifically implemented to stop the odious conduct of SWFWMD against
 the Skyway Trap and Skeet Club. 

In open, knowing and intentional violation of the legal mandates put in place by Governor Jeb Bush, this
 rogue state agency has violated the legally executed agreement that was crafted to bring these lawsuits
 to a halt. Further, the law crafted by Governor Bush’s staff, under his direction, was intended to assure
 that the reckless and malicious actions of this state agency and their blatant attempt to destroy the
 Skyway Trap and Skeet Club could never again occur.

It is not just conduct contrary to law, SWFWMD has shown a penchant for arrogantly violating the
 agreement that ended the lawsuit, and for harassing and suing this small private trap and skeet club with
 the full intention of shutting down a small business. 

Skyway Trap and Skeet Club serves the Second Amendment community of trap and skeet shooters,
 including being an Olympic training center for young, would-be Olympians. This is not a ragtag facility; it
 is a highly professional facility that provides instruction for American Skeet & Trap as well as Olympic
 Skeet & Trap and Sporting Clays. The club has a full-time Olympic Development Program for Youth and



 Adults who aspire to represent the United States of America in the World Olympic Games. For 71 years
 this non-profit private club and business has owned this property and has operated in this location. 

SWFWMD is a malignant state agency that uses unlimited tax dollars in what I can only call an evil
 attempt to steal private property and destroy a small private business. 

In 2004, at the direction of Governor Jeb Bush, Deputy Chief of Staff Simone Marstiller, Assistant General
 Counsel Chanta Combs, and Director of Policy and Budget for Environmental Issues Chris Flack worked
 to reign in SWFWMD and stop their scurrilous behavior. 

In light of SWFWMD’s refusal to abide by the mandate of the agreement and the arrogant thumbing of
 their collective noses at the law, it is clear that the required action at this time is to abolish SWFWMD and
 pursue legal action against those who have participated in this conduct.

Attorney George Gramling, of Gramling Environmental Law, PA was and is counsel representing the
 Skyway Trap and Skeet Club and the National Rifle Association. Additionally, Skyway Trap and Skeet
 Club is also represented in the current lawsuit by attorney William H. Walker.

George Gramling, Gramling Environmental Law, PA, (813) 259-1060

Bob Warren is Officer and Manager of Skyway Trap and Skeet Club.

Included with (1) my statement is a (2) Fact Sheet that highlights events in this matter, (3) a sheet
 detailing court rulings on the Right to Practice on a shooting range as an ancillary right of the
 Second Amendment to Right to Keep and Bear Arms, (4) a copy of the 2004 Agreement and (5) a
 copy of Florida Statutes 790.333. 



STATEMENT OF MARION P. HAMMER 

CONCERNING THE ONGOING ILLEGAL ACTIONS OF THE SOUTH WEST FLORIDA 

WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT AGAINST SKYWAY TRAP AND SKEET CLUB  

Today we are calling upon Governor Rick Scott, Attorney General Pam Bondi and 

the Florida Legislature to take immediate action to once and for all ABOLISH the 

Southwest Florida Water Management District commonly called SWFWMD 

(Swiftmud).   

 

Further, it is the duty and obligation of the Attorney General to investigate this 

state agency for criminal conduct and to prosecute those responsible for unlawful 

actions.   

Additionally, to assure immediate action in an expeditious manner, I’m calling 

upon Governor Rick Scott to task the office of Chief Inspector General to 

investigate SWFWMD for these blatant and wanton Civil Rights/Second 

Amendment rights violations. 

It is not merely conduct showing a lack of good faith  or conduct that shows a 

resistance to the law,   it is the overt actions to violate these rights, in clear 

defiance of the mandates put in place by Governor Jeb Bush.  Those mandates 

were specifically implemented to stop the odious conduct of SWFWMD against 

the Skyway Trap and Skeet Club.  

In open, knowing and intentional violation of the legal mandates put in place by  

Governor Jeb Bush, this rogue state agency has violated the legally executed 

agreement  that was crafted to bring these lawsuits to a halt.  Further, the law 

crafted by Governor Bush’s staff, under his direction, was intended to assure that 

the reckless and malicious actions of this state agency and their blatant attempt 

to destroy the Skyway Trap and Skeet Club could never again occur. 

It is not just conduct contrary to law, SWFWMD has shown a penchant for 

arrogantly violating the agreement that ended the lawsuit, and for harassing and 

suing this small private trap and skeet club with the full intention of shutting 

down a small business.   



Skyway Trap and Skeet Club serves the Second Amendment community of trap 

and skeet shooters, including being an Olympic training center for young, would-

be Olympians.  This is not a ragtag facility;  it is a highly professional facility that 

provides instruction for American Skeet & Trap as well as Olympic Skeet & Trap 

and Sporting Clays.  The club has a full-time Olympic Development Program for 

youth and adults who aspire to represent the United States of America in the 

World Olympic Games.  For 71 years this non-profit private club and business has 

owned this property and has operated in this location.   

SWFWMD is a malignant state agency that uses unlimited tax dollars in what I can 

only called an evil attempt to steal private property and destroy a small private 

business.   

In 2004, at the direction of Governor Jeb Bush, Deputy Chief of Staff Simone 

Marstiller, Assistant General Counsel Chanta Combs, and Director of Policy and 

Budget for Environmental Issues Chris Flack worked to reign in SWFWMD and 

stop their scurrilous behavior.  

In light of SWFWMD’s refusal to abide by the mandate of the agreement and the  

arrogant  thumbing of  their collective noses at the law, it is clear that the 

required action at this time is to abolish SWFWMD and pursue legal action against 

those who have participated in this conduct. 

Attorney George Gramling , of Gramling Environmental Law, PA was and is 

counsel representing the Skyway Trap and Skeet Club and the National Rifle 

Association.  Additionally, Skyway Trap and Skeet Club is also represented in the 

current lawsuit by attorney William H. Walker. 

George Gramling, Gramling Environmental Law, PA, (813) 259-1060 

Bob Warren is Officer and Manager of Skyway Trap and Skeet Club. 

Included with my statement is a Fact Sheet that highlights events in this matter, a 

sheet detailing court rulings on the Right to Practice on a shooting range as an 

ancillary right of the Second Amendment to Right to Keep and Bear Arms, a copy 

of the 2004 Agreement and a copy of Florida Statutes 790.333.   



FACT SHEET 

SWFWMD Malicious Lawsuits Against Skyway Trap & Skeet Club 

 

• The Southwest Florida Water Management District (“SWFWMD”) is a state agency. 

Skyway Trap & Skeet Club (“Skyway”) is a not-for-profit, Florida Sport Shooting 

Range located in Pinellas County, Florida. Skyway has been in business for 71 

years. SWFWMD owns land adjacent to Skyway. 

 

• SWFMWD has continuously demonstrated a malicious intent to drive Skyway out of 

business. Using tax-payer dollars to fund lawsuits, SWFWMD has sued Skyway 

three times. 

 

1. “1975 Lawsuit” – SWFWMD v. Leon H. Sellers, et al., Case No. 75-44807, Circuit 

Court, 6th Judicial Circuit of Florida, in which SWFWMD “took” Skyway’s land 

through eminent domain resulting in the court granting Skyway a “perpetual right 

and easement to utilize the property as a drop zone or fallout zone for expanded 

shotgun ammunition.” 

 

2. “2000 Lawsuit” – SWFWMD v. Skyway, Case No. 00-2649-CJ-7, Circuit Court, 

6th Judicial Circuit of Florida, in which SWFWMD sued Skyway to permanently 

prevent any shooting at Skyway and to eliminate Skyway’s easement rights. This 

lawsuit was dismissed with prejudice as required by Chapter 790, Florida 

Statutes, The Sport Shooting and Training Range Protection Act (the “Act”) 

(attached as Exhibit “A”). 

 

3. “2015 Lawsuit” – SWFWMD v. Skyway, Case No. 15-005277-CA-20, Circuit 

Court, 6th Judicial Circuit of Florida, in which SWFWMD is now suing to 

permanently and completely prevent Skyway’s users from shooting whatsoever. 

 

• In connection with the 2000 Lawsuit, SWFWMD was required (per settlement 

agreement attached as Exhibit “B”) to construct an “earthen berm” between the 

Skyway and SWFWMD properties. SWFWMD improperly constructed the berm 

resulting in the death of at least one worker. SWFWMD also failed to construct the 

berm at sufficient height. Finally, SWFWMD failed to engineer the berm to support 

any kind of “shot barrier” which would compensate for the insufficient height. 

 

• After making it impossible and unsafe for the berm to support such a shot barrier, 

SWFWMD filed the 2015 Lawsuit to force Skyway to install a shot barrier 

nonetheless! This is not only disingenuous; it is malicious. 

 



• The lawsuits have depleted Skyway’s financial resources and if SWFWMD prevails 

in enjoining shooting activity at Skyway, Skyway will be forced out of business and 

thousands of people will be denied their 2nd Amendment constitutional rights.  

 

• The Act addresses the important constitutional value of maintaining sport shooting 

and training ranges across the state of Florida. 

 

• The Act recognizes the Florida Department of Environmental Protection’s “Best 

Management Practices” at sport shooting and training ranges to minimize 

environmental impacts. 

 

• The Act further recognizes that litigation against, and unnecessary regulation of, 

sport shooting and training ranges is a deprivation of constitutional liberty 

guaranteed by the 2nd Amendment to the United States Constitution. 

 

• The legislature intended to prevent lawsuits by state agencies against sport shooting 

ranges. The Act protects sport shooting ranges from government initiated lawsuits, 

while preserving the rights of owners of private property adjoining a sport shooting 

range. SWFWMD is not a private property owner. 

 

Chapter 790.333 (5), Florida Statutes. 

 

(5) SPORT SHOOTING AND TRAINING RANGE PROTECTION.— 

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any public or private owner, 

operator, employee, agent, contractor, customer, lender, insurer, or user of any 

sport shooting or training range located in this state shall have immunity from 

lawsuits and other legal actions from the state and any of its agencies, special 

purpose districts, or political subdivisions for any claims of any kind associated 

with the use, release, placement, deposition, or accumulation of any projectile in 

the environment, on or under that sport shooting or training range, or any other 

property over which the range has an easement, leasehold, or other legal right of 

use, if the sport shooting or training range owner or operator has made a good 

faith effort to comply with subsection (4). 

 

• Notwithstanding the Act’s crystal clear prohibition against SWFWMD ever filing a 

lawsuit against any sport shooting range, SWFWMD is intentionally and maliciously 

suing Skyway now. 

 

• This malicious and intentional violation of the Act should be punished as prescribed 

in Chapter 790.333 (7), Florida Statutes. 

(7) PENALTIES.—Any official, agent, or employee of a county, municipality, 

town, special purpose district, or other political subdivision or agent of the state, 



while he or she was acting in his or her official capacity and within the scope of 

his or her employment or office, who intentionally and maliciously violates the 

provisions of this section or is party to bringing an action in violation of this 

section commits a misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in ss. 

775.082 and 775.083. 

• The Legislature should act again to stop SWFWMD’s intentional and malicious use 

of lawsuits to run sport shooting and training ranges out of business, by mandating 

the dismissal of the 2015 Lawsuit with prejudice, by making SWFWMD reimburse 

Skyway for all attorney’s fees, costs and expenses, by abolishing SWFWMD as a 

governmental entity, and by requesting the Attorney General to investigate and 

prosecute, if warranted, SWFWMD’s intentional and malicious violations of the Act. 

 

 



Second Amendment Rights violated by SWFWMD 

The Right to Practice, to shoot on a shooting range, flows from the Right to Keep and 
Bear Arms.  The Right to Practice is an ancillary right derived from the Second 
Amendment.  Courts have ruled that the right to practice on a shooting range is 
essential to the exercise of the Second Amendment. 

Ezell v. City of Chicago, 651 F.3d 684 (7
th

 Cir. 2011), at Head Note 17 states the 

following:   

NOTE: The central component  of the Second Amendment, U.S. Const. 
Amend. II, is the right to keep and bear arms for defense of self, family, and 
home. The right to possess firearms for protection implies a corresponding 
right to acquire and maintain proficiency in their use; the core right would 
not mean much without the training and practice that make it effective. 
HN17 

Further in  Ezell v. City of Chicago, 651 F.3d 684, at 704 (7
th

 Cir. 2011), the court 

held: 

“The plaintiffs challenge only the City's ban on firing ranges, so our first 

question is whether range training is categorically unprotected by the 
Second Amendment. Heller and McDonald suggest to the contrary. The Court 

emphasized in both cases that the "central component" of the Second 

Amendment is the right to keep and bear arms for defense of self, family, 
and home.  Heller, 554 U.S. at 599; McDonald, 130 S. Ct. at 3048.   The 

right to possess firearms for protection implies a corresponding right to 
acquire and maintain proficiency in their use; the core right wouldn't mean 

much without the training and practice that make it effective. Several 
passages in Heller support this understanding. Examining post- Civil War 

legal commentaries to confirm the founding-era "individual right" 
understanding of the Second Amendment, the Court quoted at length from 

the "massively popular 1868 Treatise on Constitutional Limitations" by judge 
and professor Thomas Cooley: "[T]o bear arms implies something more than 

the mere keeping; it implies the learning to handle and use them . . . ; it 
implies the right to meet for voluntary discipline in arms, observing in doing 

so the laws of public order." 554 U.S. at 616, 617-18 (internal quotation 
marks omitted); see also id. at 619 ("'No doubt, a citizen who keeps a gun 

or pistol under judicious precautions, practices in safe places the use of it, 

and in due time teaches his sons to do the same, exercises his individual 
right.'" (quoting BENJAMIN VAUGHAN ABBOTT, JUDGE AND JURY: A POPULAR 

EXPLANATION OF THE LEADING TOPICS IN THE LAW OF THE LAND 333 (1880))).” 



















Select Year:   

The 2015 Florida Statutes

Title XLVI

CRIMES

Chapter 790

WEAPONS AND FIREARMS

View Entire Chapter

790.333 Sport shooting and training range protection; liability; claims, expenses, and fees; penalties;

preemption; construction.—

(1) LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS.—

(a) The Legislature finds that in excess of 400 sport shooting and training ranges exist on public and private

lands throughout this state.

(b) These sport shooting and training ranges are widely used and enjoyed by the residents of this state and

are a necessary component of the guarantees of the Second Amendment to the United States Constitution and

of s. 8, Art. I of the State Constitution.

(c) Many of these ranges are used by state and local law enforcement agencies for training, practice, and

regular mandatory qualification by law enforcement officers; by Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission

hunter safety instructors who teach adults and youngsters in the safe use and handling of firearms in

preparation for obtaining hunting licenses; by school boards, colleges, and universities for reserve officer

training corps training and activities; by school shooting teams; by Olympic competitors; and by certified

instructors who teach the safe use and handling of firearms in preparation for applying for licenses to carry

concealed firearms for lawful self-protection.

(d) The public policy of the State of Florida is to encourage the safe handling and operation of firearms and

mandates appropriate training in the safe use and handling of firearms for persons licensed to carry concealed

firearms and for persons licensed to hunt in the state. Sport shooting and training ranges throughout this state

provide the location at which this important public purpose is served and at which the firearms training

mandates are fulfilled.

(e) Projectiles are integral to sport shooting and training range activity and to the ownership and use of

firearms.

(f) Over years of operation, projectiles have accumulated in the environment at many ranges. Whether this

projectile accumulation has caused or will cause degradation of the environment or harm to human health

depends on factors that are site-specific. Therefore, sport shooting and training ranges must be allowed

flexibility to apply appropriate environmental management practices at ranges. The use of environmental

management practices can be implemented to avoid or reduce any potential for adverse environmental

impact.

(g) The Department of Environmental Protection, in collaboration with shooting range owners and

operators, sport shooting organizations, law enforcement representatives, and university researchers, has

developed shooting range best management practices in order to minimize any potential for any adverse

environmental impact resulting from the operation of shooting ranges.

(h) Appropriate environmental management practices, when implemented where applicable, can minimize

or eliminate environmental impacts associated with projectiles. Environmental management practices to

maintain or to improve the condition of ranges is evolving and will continue to evolve.

(i) Unnecessary litigation and unnecessary regulation by governmental agencies of sport shooting and
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training ranges impairs the ability of residents of this state to ensure safe handling of firearms and to enjoy the

recreational opportunities ranges provide. The cost of defending these actions is prohibitive and threatens to

bankrupt and destroy the sport shooting and training range industry.

(j) The Department of Environmental Protection does not have nor has it ever had authority to force

permitting requirements of part IV of chapter 403 on owners and operators of sport shooting and training

ranges.

(k) The elimination of sport shooting ranges will unnecessarily impair the ability of residents of this state to

exercise and practice their constitutional guarantees under the Second Amendment to the United States

Constitution and under s. 8, Art. I of the State Constitution.

(2) LEGISLATIVE INTENT.—The Legislature intends to protect public and private sport shooting or training

range owners, operators, users, employees, agents, contractors, customers, lenders, and insurers from lawsuits

and other legal actions by the state, special purpose districts, or political subdivisions and to promote

maximum flexibility for implementation of environmental management practices and of the principles of

risk-based corrective action pursuant to s. 376.30701. It is also the intent of the Legislature that legal action

against sport shooting and training ranges will only be a last-resort option and be available only to the

department and only after all reasonable efforts to resolve disputes at shooting ranges, including compliance

assistance, negotiations, and alternative dispute resolution, have been attempted.

(3) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this act:

(a) “Department” means the Department of Environmental Protection.

(b) “Operator” means any person who operates or has operated a sport shooting or training range.

(c) “Owner” means any person who owns or has owned a sport shooting or training range or any interest

therein.

(d) “Projectile” means any object expelled, propelled, discharged, shot, or otherwise released from a

firearm, BB gun, airgun, or similar device, including, but not limited to, gunpowder, ammunition, lead, shot,

skeet, and trap targets and associated chemicals, derivatives, and constituents thereof.

(e) “Environmental management practices” includes but is not limited to Best Management Practices for

Environmental Stewardship of Florida Shooting Ranges as developed by the Department of Environmental

Protection. Such practices include, but are not limited to, control and containment of projectiles, prevention

of the migration of projectiles and their constituents to ground and surface water, periodic removal and

recycling of projectiles, and documentation of actions taken.

(f) “Environment” means the air, water, surface water, sediment, soil, and groundwater and other natural

and manmade resources of this state.

(g) “User” means any person, partner, joint venture, business or social entity, or corporation, or any group

of the foregoing, organized or united for a business, sport, or social purpose.

(h) “Sport shooting and training range” or “range” means any area that has been designed, or operated for

the use of, firearms, rifles, shotguns, pistols, silhouettes, skeet, trap, black powder, BB guns, airguns, or similar

devices, or any other type of sport or training shooting.

(4) DUTIES.—

(a) No later than January 1, 2005, the department shall make a good faith effort to provide copies of the

Best Management Practices for Environmental Stewardship of Florida Shooting Ranges to all owners or

operators of sport shooting or training ranges. The department shall also provide technical assistance with

implementing environmental management practices, which may include workshops, demonstrations, or other

guidance, if any owner or operator of sport shooting or training ranges requests such assistance.

(b) No later than January 1, 2006, sport shooting or training range owners, operators, tenants, or occupants

shall implement situation appropriate environmental management practices.

(c) If contamination is suspected or identified by any owner, operator, tenant, or occupant of sport shooting
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or training ranges, any owner, operator, tenant, or occupant of sport shooting or training ranges may request

that the department assist with or perform contamination assessment, including, but not limited to, assistance

preparing and presenting a plan to confirm the presence and extent of contamination.

(d) If contamination is suspected or identified by a third-party complaint or adjacent property sampling

events, the department shall give 60 days’ notice to the sport shooting or training range owner, operator,

tenant, or occupant of the department’s intent to enter the site for the purpose of investigating potential

sources of contamination. The department may assist with or perform contamination assessment, including,

but not limited to, assistance preparing and presenting a plan to confirm the presence and extent of

contamination.

(e) If the department confirms contamination under paragraph (c) or paragraph (d), principles of risk-based

corrective action pursuant to s. 376.30701 shall be applied to sport shooting or training ranges. Application of

the minimum risk-based corrective action principles shall be the primary responsibility of the sport shooting

range or training range owner or operator for implementation, however, the department may assist in these

efforts. Risk-based corrective action plans used for these cleanups shall be based upon the presumption that

the sport shooting or training range is an industrial use and not a residential use and will continue to be

operated as a sport shooting or training range.

(5) SPORT SHOOTING AND TRAINING RANGE PROTECTION.—

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any public or private owner, operator, employee, agent,

contractor, customer, lender, insurer, or user of any sport shooting or training range located in this state shall

have immunity from lawsuits and other legal actions from the state and any of its agencies, special purpose

districts, or political subdivisions for any claims of any kind associated with the use, release, placement,

deposition, or accumulation of any projectile in the environment, on or under that sport shooting or training

range, or any other property over which the range has an easement, leasehold, or other legal right of use, if

the sport shooting or training range owner or operator has made a good faith effort to comply with subsection

(4).

(b) Nothing in this act is intended to impair or diminish the private property rights of owners of property

adjoining a sport shooting or training range.

(c) The sport shooting and training range protections provided by this act are supplemental to any other

protections provided by general law.

(6) WITHDRAWALS OF CLAIMS AND RECOVERY OF EXPENSES AND ATTORNEY’S FEES.—

(a) Within 90 days after the effective date of this act becoming law, all claims by the state and any of its

agencies, special purpose districts, or political subdivisions against sport shooting or training ranges pending in

any court of this state or before any administrative agency on January 1, 2004, shall be withdrawn. The

termination of such cases shall have no effect on the defendant’s cause of action for damages, reasonable

attorney’s fees, and costs.

(b) In any action filed in violation of this act after the effective date of this act, the defendant shall

recover all expenses resulting from such action from the governmental body, person, or entity bringing such

unlawful action.

(7) PENALTIES.—Any official, agent, or employee of a county, municipality, town, special purpose district,

or other political subdivision or agent of the state, while he or she was acting in his or her official capacity and

within the scope of his or her employment or office, who intentionally and maliciously violates the provisions

of this section or is party to bringing an action in violation of this section commits a misdemeanor of the first

degree, punishable as provided in ss. 775.082 and 775.083.

(8) PREEMPTION.—Except as expressly provided by general law, the Legislature hereby declares that it is

occupying the whole field of regulation of firearms and ammunition use at sport shooting and training ranges,

including the environmental effects of projectile deposition at sport shooting and training ranges.
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(9) The provisions of this act shall supersede any conflicting provisions of chapter 376 or chapter 403.

(10) CONSTRUCTION.—This act shall be liberally construed to effectuate its remedial and deterrent

purposes.

History.—s. 1, ch. 2004-56.
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Let me know if I am missing something



Q&A February 17, 2016 
 
NEWS OF THE DAY 
 
Q: What’s the latest on the request your office sent to the U.S. Army Corps to 
move water south to ease flooding in the Everglades?  

• I applaud the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ quick action to move water 
south through the Shark River Slough to ease flooding in the Everglades.  

• This action will help prevent a die off of wildlife whose habitat is currently flooded 
and eventually relieve pressure from discharges to the Estuaries.   

• I want to thank the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for staying in constant 
communication with the State of Florida and we will remain in contact as we 
continue taking action to protect our environment and ease areas of prolonged 
flooding. 

Q: Will you pardon four African-American men accused of raping a white woman 
in 1949? 

• We will follow the process and review this case. 

 
Q: Marion Hammer released a statement calling on you to abolish the South 
Florida Water Management District. Will you investigate or abolish the water 
management district? 

• I am confident water management board members and the NRA can work 
together on a solution that is good for everyone. 

If pressed:  
• I think they can come to a resolution without drastic action.  

 
Q: It looks like the compact you signed could be in legislation soon. Are you 
encouraged by how it is going through the legislature? 

• As I have always said, the compact is a good deal for our state - it will 
generate thousands of jobs and have a large economic impact across our 
state - but I will respect whatever the President and Speaker decide to do. 

 
Q: The Senate says you're advocating for an increase in property taxes to pay for 
an increase in public school spending.  Sen. Gaetz also says your plan to fund 
education is a “property tax increase on small businesses and families.”  What is 
your response? 

• I want to cut as many taxes and fees as I can.  That’s why I am working with 
the Legislature to cut $1 billion in taxes this year – on top of the 50 taxes 
we have already cut. 

• When home values rise, that is a good thing for families in our state. 
 

Q: Will you support the alimony reform bill that will end permanent alimony and 
push judges toward granting 50-50 time-sharing custody between parents?  

• I haven’t seen this bill yet.  



 
Q: Legislation to outlaw LGBT discrimination is dead in the legislature now.  
Don’t you think Florida needs to extend civil rights protections to gay, bisexual 
and transgender Floridians? 

• I don’t believe anyone should be discriminated against, but I haven’t seen 
that specific legislation. 

 
Q: Will you support legislation requiring a unanimous verdict from the jury in 
order to recommend the death penalty? 

• I haven’t reviewed this legislation yet – but, it is my most solemn duty to 
uphold the law and my top concern is always for the families of these 
victims. 

 
Q: Rep. Fitzenhagen has requested that you declare a state of emergency in Lee 
County over Lake Okeechobee.  Will you consider her request? 

• I haven’t seen her request yet, but the US Army Corps decision to increase 
water releases from Lake Okeechobee shows the importance of our focus 
on funding long-term projects in that area. 

• I have recommended a dedicated source of funding that will ensure more than $5 
billion is invested in Everglades’ restoration over the next 20 years, including 
funding for the C-42 and C-44 reservoir projects which will protect the St. Lucie 
and Caloosahatchee estuaries.  

Q: Do you support legislation allowing some people to carry concealed weapons 
on college campuses? 

• I haven’t reviewed this legislation yet, but I am a strong supporter of the 
second amendment.  

If pressed:  
• It is important to keep schools and students safe, but I haven’t seen specific 

legislation. 
 

Q: Do you support open carry? 
• I haven’t reviewed this legislation yet, but I am a strong supporter of the 

second amendment.  
 
Q: Do you think Florida should move forward with the scheduled execution in 
March even after attorneys are calling for the Florida Supreme Court should 
determine how to apply the recent U.S. Supreme Court ruling that the state's 
death penalty system is unconstitutional? 

• We will wait to see what the court says. Obviously, we will continue to 
follow the law. 

 
 
 
 



Q: Florida leads in the U.S. in new H.I.V cases after you cut funding at the 
Department of Health? Doesn’t that concern you? 

• Florida is spending a record $34 million on HIV and AIDS prevention this 
year and Dr. Armstrong is committed to doing he can to prevent the spread 
of this disease. 

• If pressed on staff reductions:  
• We are always looking for efficiencies in state government but staff reductions 

did not impact the surveillance, education, prevention, counseling, testing, 
care and treatment of HIV/AIDS patients. 

 
Q: A senate panel wants voters to choose the Commissioner of Education and 
the Secretary of State.  What are your thoughts on these proposals? 

• I don’t see a need for either of these bills. 
 

Q: Are you worried you are not going to get YOUR tax cut or YOUR EFI bill done? 
It looks like you are not getting anything important to YOU done this session? 

• I am very confident that we will ALL be successful this session. 
• We started the session strong by signing into law the President’s unique 

abilities legislation and the Speaker’s water legislation, and I expect to end 
the session strong with a $1 billion tax cut and a $250 million dedicated 
Florida Enterprise Fund 

 
Q: The Department of Health has cut hundreds of positions at county health 
departments, including 20 positions in Hillsborough where there are cases of 
Zika. Do you think this will impact emergency response? 

• Absolutely not.  
• These position reductions have not affected emergency readiness capabilities or 

impacted the delivery of services at the Department of Health.  
• In the event of any emergency, we’ll work with Dr. Armstrong to make sure the 

Department of Health has all of the resources needed to keep families safe. 
 

  
Q: Do you think there should be a Constitutional amendment requiring that future 
gambling licenses get statewide voter approval? 

• I know this is an issue that some legislative members are interested in 
exploring and we look forward to working with them to reach a positive 
outcome for the state of Florida, even on issues outside of the compact 
agreement itself.    

   
Q: Outside of the compact, do you generally support the expansion of gaming in 
Florida? 

• I believe that Floridians in local communities where gaming expansion is 
being considered should have a say on it.   

• This compact is a good deal for the state because it creates a cap on the amount 
of gaming that can be offered by the Seminole Tribe and limits the expansion of 
gaming in the state. 



  
Q: Do you think fantasy sports is gambling and how should the legislature 
regulate that? 

• The compact does not directly address this.  I know there are proposals 
going through the legislature and I will review them if they reach my desk. 

 
 
2016 
 
Q: What did you think about the New Hampshire primary?  Are you pleased 
Trump won? 

• It has been good to see the voters in New Hampshire and Iowa weigh in. 
• I will continue to watch the primaries like every other voter.  I am still listening to 

the candidates’ plans to create jobs and I haven’t made a decision yet.  I am not 
sure who I will endorse or vote for yet, but I will make sure to let you know. 

 
Q: Your recent op-ed on Trump seems like an endorsement.  Why are you picking 
Trump over Bush and Rubio? 

• I am not currently endorsing any candidate.  We have a lot of great 
candidates who are running, including Bush and Rubio.  Both Jeb and 
Marco have done a great job highlighting all of the great things happening 
in Florida.   

• Jeb is very focused on creating a world-class education system and Marco has 
been very vocal about ending the oppressive Castro regime in Cuba. 

• But, I came in as an outsider focused on creating jobs and I think voters are 
continuing to look for candidates with new ideas and new energy for job creation. 

 
Q: Do you talk to Trump often? 

• I talk to most of the Republican candidates frequently. 
 
Q: What do you think about Donald Trump’s controversial remarks on Muslims, 
immigrants and veterans?  Do you think he is offensive? 

• I think people in Washington are still trying to figure out why Trump is 
doing so well, but the reality is that he is saying what he thinks. He is not 
being politically correct. I think a lot of people find that refreshing. 

• But, the primaries are only just beginning and I hope every candidate will talk 
more about their plans to grow our economy. 

• If pressed:  
• I don’t agree with everything he says. 
• But again - Americans are frustrated, including myself, with the President and his 

takeover of our economy.  This shouldn’t just be the frustration of one candidate, 
but every candidate! 
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Q&A February 29, 2016 

NEWS OF THE DAY 

Q: Are you worried Dr. Armstrong won’t be confirmed? 
• Dr. Armstrong is a fighter.  Not only is he fighting against colon cancer, he 

has continued to fight for the wellbeing of everyone in our state- whether it 
is against Ebola, Zika or increasing cancer research funding.  He is hands 
down the best person we could have for this job in the country. 

• I know Governor Tom Wolf in Pennsylvania just announced he has cancer. 
Commissioner Stewart has breast cancer.  It is admirable that these men and 
women serve when battling these illnesses and our thoughts and prayers are 
with them. 
 

Q: Did you or any of your staff direct SWFWMD to drop their lawsuit against a 
skeet club in Pinellas Park? 

• Of course we have been aware of this issue.   
• I’m glad SWFWMD and the skeet club are working together on a solution 

that is good for everyone. 

Q: Will you sign legislation to remove a statue of a Confederate General from 
Statuary Hall in Washington DC? 

• If this bill gets to my desk in its current form, I would sign it. 
 

Q: Do you still support Uber even after an Uber driver was accused of killing six 
in Michigan? 

• I support a free and competitive market, but we always need to balance this 
with ways to keep people safe. 

• I am happy to continue to keep working with the House and Senate on ways to 
succeed on both of these priorities. 

 
Q: Why are you supporting the mandatory minimum sentencing bill? 

• I listened to law enforcement leaders including the Police Chiefs 
Association and the Sheriffs Association on this bill and I was proud to 
sign it today.  

 
Q: Do you support the pension reform bill that’s going through the Legislature?  

• I know this is a priority for Mayor Lenny Curry and I will review any final 
legislation that makes it to my desk. 

If pressed on what your meeting with him is about:  
• I meet with mayors all the time and look forward to meeting with Mayor Curry 

today.  
 
2016 
 
Q: Are you going to be Donald Trump’s VP? When will you endorse him? 



• I have two MAJOR priorities this legislative session – a $250 million Florida 
Enterprise Fund and $1 billion in tax cuts.  THAT IS MY FOCUS. 

• I hope EVERY candidate running for President will publish a jobs plan with 
specific information on how to they will grow our economy and create jobs.  I still 
think that is the most important issue facing our country. 

• As far as anything beyond that, I continue to watch the debates and what the 
candidates are saying and I will make up my mind before I cast my vote. 

 
Q: Do you think Jeb Bush dropped out of the presidential race too early?  

• He was a great governor and developed a world-class education system in 
Florida. I am sure he will continue to keep working on causes that will 
improve our state and country. 
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Jackie,

Has the governor seen this request from Marion regarding the Southwest Florida District and
 have any comment
Does he intend to follow up --- either order an investigation or to abolish the district?

thanks,

Jim Turner
News Service of Florida
772-215-9889

STATEMENT OF MARION P. HAMMER

CONCERNING THE ONGOING ILLEGAL ACTIONS OF THE SOUTH WEST
 FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT AGAINST SKYWAY TRAP AND
 SKEET CLUB 

Today we are calling upon Governor Rick Scott, Attorney General Pam Bondi and the
 Florida Legislature to take immediate action to once and for all ABOLISH the
 Southwest Florida Water Management District commonly called SWFWMD
 (Swiftmud). 

Further, it is the duty and obligation of the Attorney General to investigate this state
 agency for criminal conduct and to prosecute those responsible for unlawful actions. 

Additionally, to assure immediate action in an expeditious manner, I'm calling upon
 Governor Rick Scott to task the office of Chief Inspector General to investigate
 SWFWMD for these blatant and wanton Civil Rights/Second Amendment rights
 violations.

It is not merely conduct showing a lack of good faith or conduct that shows a
 resistance to the law, it is the overt actions to violate these rights, in clear defiance of
 the mandates put in place by Governor Jeb Bush. Those mandates were specifically
 implemented to stop the odious conduct of SWFWMD against the Skyway Trap and
 Skeet Club. 



In open, knowing and intentional violation of the legal mandates put in place by
 Governor Jeb Bush, this rogue state agency has violated the legally executed
 agreement that was crafted to bring these lawsuits to a halt. Further, the law crafted
 by Governor Bush's staff, under his direction, was intended to assure that the
 reckless and malicious actions of this state agency and their blatant attempt to
 destroy the Skyway Trap and Skeet Club could never again occur.

It is not just conduct contrary to law, SWFWMD has shown a penchant for arrogantly
 violating the agreement that ended the lawsuit, and for harassing and suing this
 small private trap and skeet club with the full intention of shutting down a small
 business. 

Skyway Trap and Skeet Club serves the Second Amendment community of trap and
 skeet shooters, including being an Olympic training center for young, would-be
 Olympians. This is not a ragtag facility; it is a highly professional facility that provides
 instruction for American Skeet & Trap as well as Olympic Skeet & Trap and Sporting
 Clays. The club has a full-time Olympic Development Program for Youth and Adults
 who aspire to represent the United States of America in the World Olympic Games.
 For 71 years this non-profit private club and business has owned this property and
 has operated in this location. 

SWFWMD is a malignant state agency that uses unlimited tax dollars in what I can
 only call an evil attempt to steal private property and destroy a small private
 business. 

In 2004, at the direction of Governor Jeb Bush, Deputy Chief of Staff Simone
 Marstiller, Assistant General Counsel Chanta Combs, and Director of Policy and
 Budget for Environmental Issues Chris Flack worked to reign in SWFWMD and stop
 their scurrilous behavior. 

In light of SWFWMD's refusal to abide by the mandate of the agreement and the
 arrogant thumbing of their collective noses at the law, it is clear that the required
 action at this time is to abolish SWFWMD and pursue legal action against those who
 have participated in this conduct.

Attorney George Gramling, of Gramling Environmental Law, PA was and is counsel
 representing the Skyway Trap and Skeet Club and the National Rifle Association.
 Additionally, Skyway Trap and Skeet Club is also represented in the current lawsuit
 by attorney William H. Walker.

George Gramling, Gramling Environmental Law, PA, (813) 259-1060

Bob Warren is Officer and Manager of Skyway Trap and Skeet Club.

Included with (1) my statement is a (2) Fact Sheet that highlights events in this
 matter, (3) a sheet detailing court rulings on the Right to Practice on a shooting range
 as an ancillary right of the Second Amendment to Right to Keep and Bear Arms, (4)
 a copy of the 2004 Agreement and (5) a copy of Florida Statutes 790.333.
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 has operated in this location. 
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 only call an evil attempt to steal private property and destroy a small private
 business. 

In 2004, at the direction of Governor Jeb Bush, Deputy Chief of Staff Simone
 Marstiller, Assistant General Counsel Chanta Combs, and Director of Policy and
 Budget for Environmental Issues Chris Flack worked to reign in SWFWMD and stop
 their scurrilous behavior. 

In light of SWFWMD's refusal to abide by the mandate of the agreement and the
 arrogant thumbing of their collective noses at the law, it is clear that the required
 action at this time is to abolish SWFWMD and pursue legal action against those who
 have participated in this conduct.
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Q&A February 22, 2016 
 
NEWS OF THE DAY 
 
Q: Do you think President Obama should visit Cuba? 

• First - President Obama has failed us with this new failed policy between 
Obama and the Castro brothers. 

• The Castro regime continues to undermine U.S. national security interests by 
sponsoring acts of terrorism.  

• I will continue to stand with the pro-democracy movement in Cuba and Florida in 
their fight against the Obama-Castro pact.  

 
Q: What’s the latest on the request your office sent to the U.S. Army Corps to 
move water south to ease flooding in the Everglades?  

• I requested the U.S. Army Corps agreed to move more water south and I 
appreciate their quick action to ease effects of flooding in the Everglades. 

• This action will help prevent a die off of wildlife whose habitat is currently flooded 
and eventually relieve pressure from discharges to the Estuaries.   

 
Background:  

• This year I recommended the state:  
o Create a dedicated source of funding that will ensure that $5 billion is 

invested in Everglades restoration over the next 20 years. 
 This funding will ensure that the state is able to fund its share of 

restoration projects and the construction of the C-43 and C-44 
reservoirs – projects that will provide almost 100 billion gallons 
of water storage to protect the St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee 
estuaries.  

• Include a $151 million investment in Everglades restoration for the upcoming 
fiscal year. 

Q: What do you think of the 18 year old accused of impersonating a doctor in 
Palm Beach? 

• DOH has worked hard to hold him accountable.  
• You should contact them for more details.  

Q: Do you think President Obama did the right thing by not attending Justice 
Scalia’s funeral?  

• Justice Scalia was a great leader in our country and my thoughts and 
prayers are with his family during this difficult time.  

 
Q: Will you support a bill that would keep certain refugees out of Florida? 

• I will review any legislation that makes it to my desk.  
If pressed: 

• What I’ve said in the past, particularly with the Syrian refugee crisis is that the 
President wants us to trust their vetting process but has given us little faith that 



they can properly check the background of every refugee coming into our 
country. 

• It is troubling that we cannot get information on the refugees they are sending to 
our states so we can make the best decision for our residents.  

• The state can only do so much and that is why I asked Congress to stop in and 
take immediate action to stop the President form using any tax dollars to fund the 
relocation of Syrian refugees from Florida. 

 
Q: Will you pardon “Groveland Four” who were accused of raping a white woman 
in 1949? 

• As always, we will follow the clemency process and review any case that is 
brought in front of us. 

If pressed,  
• As you know, I don’t have sole authority over this and it needs to come before 

the board.  
 
Q: Marion Hammer released a statement calling on you to abolish the South 
Florida Water Management District. Will you investigate or abolish the water 
management district? 

• I am confident water management board members and the NRA can work 
together on a solution that is good for everyone. 

If pressed:  
• I think they can come to a resolution without drastic action.  

 
Q: It looks like the compact you signed could be in legislation soon. Are you 
encouraged by how it is going through the legislature? 

• As I have always said, the compact is a good deal for our state - it will 
generate thousands of jobs and have a large economic impact across our 
state - but I will respect whatever the President and Speaker decide to do. 

 
Q: The Senate says you're advocating for an increase in property taxes to pay for 
an increase in public school spending.  Sen. Gaetz also says your plan to fund 
education is a “property tax increase on small businesses and families.”  What is 
your response? 

• I want to cut as many taxes and fees as I can.  That’s why I am working with 
the Legislature to cut $1 billion in taxes this year – on top of the 50 taxes 
we have already cut. 

• When home values rise, that is a good thing for families in our state. 
 

Q: Will you support the alimony reform bill that will end permanent alimony and 
push judges toward granting 50-50 time-sharing custody between parents?  

• I haven’t seen this bill yet.  
 
Q: Legislation to outlaw LGBT discrimination is dead in the legislature now.  
Don’t you think Florida needs to extend civil rights protections to gay, bisexual 
and transgender Floridians? 



• I don’t believe anyone should be discriminated against, but I haven’t seen 
that specific legislation. 

 
Q: Will you support legislation requiring a unanimous verdict from the jury in 
order to recommend the death penalty? 

• I haven’t reviewed this legislation yet – but, it is my most solemn duty to 
uphold the law and my top concern is always for the families of these 
victims. 

 
Q: Do you support legislation allowing some people to carry concealed weapons 
on college campuses? 

• I haven’t reviewed this legislation yet, but I am a strong supporter of the 
second amendment.  

If pressed:  
• It is important to keep schools and students safe, but I haven’t seen specific 

legislation. 
 

Q: Do you support open carry? 
• I haven’t reviewed this legislation yet, but I am a strong supporter of the 

second amendment.  
 
Q: Do you think Florida should move forward with the scheduled execution in 
March even after attorneys are calling for the Florida Supreme Court should 
determine how to apply the recent U.S. Supreme Court ruling that the state's 
death penalty system is unconstitutional? 

• We will wait to see what the court says. Obviously, we will continue to 
follow the law. 

 
Q: Florida leads in the U.S. in new H.I.V cases after you cut funding at the 
Department of Health? Doesn’t that concern you? 

• Florida is spending a record $34 million on HIV and AIDS prevention this 
year and Dr. Armstrong is committed to doing he can to prevent the spread 
of this disease. 

• If pressed on staff reductions:  
• We are always looking for efficiencies in state government but staff reductions 

did not impact the surveillance, education, prevention, counseling, testing, 
care and treatment of HIV/AIDS patients. 

 
Q: A senate panel wants voters to choose the Commissioner of Education and 
the Secretary of State.  What are your thoughts on these proposals? 

• I don’t see a need for either of these bills. 
 

Q: Are you worried you are not going to get YOUR tax cut or YOUR EFI bill done? 
It looks like you are not getting anything important to YOU done this session? 

• I am very confident that we will ALL be successful this session. 



• We started the session strong by signing into law the President’s unique 
abilities legislation and the Speaker’s water legislation, and I expect to end 
the session strong with a $1 billion tax cut and a $250 million dedicated 
Florida Enterprise Fund 

 
Q: The Department of Health has cut hundreds of positions at county health 
departments, including 20 positions in Hillsborough where there are cases of 
Zika. Do you think this will impact emergency response? 

• Absolutely not.  
• These position reductions have not affected emergency readiness capabilities or 

impacted the delivery of services at the Department of Health.  
• In the event of any emergency, we’ll work with Dr. Armstrong to make sure the 

Department of Health has all of the resources needed to keep families safe. 
 
Q: Do you think there should be a Constitutional amendment requiring that future 
gambling licenses get statewide voter approval? 

• I know this is an issue that some legislative members are interested in 
exploring and we look forward to working with them to reach a positive 
outcome for the state of Florida, even on issues outside of the compact 
agreement itself.    

   
Q: Outside of the compact, do you generally support the expansion of gaming in 
Florida? 

• I believe that Floridians in local communities where gaming expansion is 
being considered should have a say on it.   

• This compact is a good deal for the state because it creates a cap on the amount 
of gaming that can be offered by the Seminole Tribe and limits the expansion of 
gaming in the state. 

  
Q: Do you think fantasy sports is gambling and how should the legislature 
regulate that? 

• The compact does not directly address this.  I know there are proposals 
going through the legislature and I will review them if they reach my desk. 

 
2016 
 
Q: Do you think Jeb Bush dropped out of the presidential race too early?  

• That decision was up to Jeb and his family. I think he worked hard during 
his campaign and was very focused on highlighting all the great things 
happening here in Florida, including the world-class education system 
while he was governor here in Florida. I wish him all the best. 
 

Q: Are you going to follow Governor Nikki Haley’s move and endorse Marco 
Rubio during the Florida primary?  

• I am not currently endorsing any candidate.  We have a lot of great 
candidates who are still running.  



Q: Are you glad Donald Trump won the South Carolina primary? 
• It has been good to see the voters in South Carolina, New Hampshire and 

Iowa weigh in. 
• I will continue to watch the primaries like every other voter.  I am still listening to 

the candidates’ plans to create jobs and I haven’t made a decision yet.  I am not 
sure who I will endorse or vote for yet, but I will make sure to let you know. 
 

Q: What do you think about the Pope calling Donald Trump’s immigration ideas 
‘non-Christian’?  

• I haven’t seen that but when it comes to immigration in our country I know 
a lot of people are frustrated with the President Obama’s policy on 
immigration and I hope the final outcome will be that President Obama is 
forced to work with Congress to achieve real and meaningful immigration 
reform in our country. 

 
Q: Your recent op-ed on Trump seems like an endorsement.  Why are you picking 
Trump over other candidate? 

• I am not currently endorsing any candidate.  We have a lot of great 
candidates who are running.  Both Marco and Jeb, when he was running, 
have done a great job highlighting all of the great things happening in 
Florida.   

• But, I came in as an outsider focused on creating jobs and I think voters are 
continuing to look for candidates with new ideas and new energy for job creation. 

 
Q: Do you talk to Trump often? 

• I talk to most of the Republican candidates frequently. 
 
Q: What do you think about Donald Trump’s controversial remarks on Muslims, 
immigrants and veterans?  Do you think he is offensive? 

• I think people in Washington are still trying to figure out why Trump is 
doing so well, but the reality is that he is saying what he thinks. He is not 
being politically correct. I think a lot of people find that refreshing. 

• But, the primaries are only just beginning and I hope every candidate will talk 
more about their plans to grow our economy. 

• If pressed:  
• I don’t agree with everything he says. 
• But again - Americans are frustrated, including myself, with the President and his 

takeover of our economy.  This shouldn’t just be the frustration of one candidate, 
but every candidate! 
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From: Craig Pittman
To: Schenone, Lauren
Subject: RE: Inquiry
Date: Tuesday, February 09, 2016 5:26:21 PM

Will do – thanks!

From: Schenone, Lauren [mailto:Lauren.Schenone@eog.myflorida.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, February 09, 2016 5:16 PM
To: Craig Pittman 
Cc: Bustamante, Jeri 
Subject: Inquiry
Hi Craig,
Please attribute this statement to Jackie Schutz, Communications Director:

“We are confident water management board members and the NRA can work together on a
 solution that is good for everyone.” – Jackie Schutz
Thanks,
Lauren Schenone
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Rick Scott
Lauren.Schenone@eog.myflorida.com
850.717.9282



From: Schenone, Lauren
To: Turner , Jim
Cc: Bustamante, Jeri
Subject: RE: NRA Southwest Water District - NSF
Date: Tuesday, February 09, 2016 12:36:04 PM

Hi Jim,
We will look into your request. What’s your deadline?
Thanks,
Lauren
From: jim turner [mailto:jimturner23@gmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, February 09, 2016 10:18 AM
To: Schutz, Jackie ; Tupps, John ; Bustamante, Jeri ; Schenone, Lauren 
Subject: NRA Southwest Water District - NSF
Jackie,
Has the governor seen this request from Marion regarding the Southwest Florida District and
 have any comment
Does he intend to follow up --- either order an investigation or to abolish the district?
thanks,
Jim Turner
News Service of Florida
772-215-9889

STATEMENT OF MARION P. HAMMER

CONCERNING THE ONGOING ILLEGAL ACTIONS OF THE SOUTH WEST
 FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT AGAINST SKYWAY TRAP AND
 SKEET CLUB 

Today we are calling upon Governor Rick Scott, Attorney General Pam Bondi and the
 Florida Legislature to take immediate action to once and for all ABOLISH the
 Southwest Florida Water Management District commonly called SWFWMD
 (Swiftmud). 

Further, it is the duty and obligation of the Attorney General to investigate this state
 agency for criminal conduct and to prosecute those responsible for unlawful actions. 

Additionally, to assure immediate action in an expeditious manner, I'm calling upon
 Governor Rick Scott to task the office of Chief Inspector General to investigate
 SWFWMD for these blatant and wanton Civil Rights/Second Amendment rights
 violations.

It is not merely conduct showing a lack of good faith or conduct that shows a
 resistance to the law, it is the overt actions to violate these rights, in clear defiance of
 the mandates put in place by Governor Jeb Bush. Those mandates were specifically
 implemented to stop the odious conduct of SWFWMD against the Skyway Trap and
 Skeet Club. 



In open, knowing and intentional violation of the legal mandates put in place by
 Governor Jeb Bush, this rogue state agency has violated the legally executed
 agreement that was crafted to bring these lawsuits to a halt. Further, the law crafted
 by Governor Bush's staff, under his direction, was intended to assure that the
 reckless and malicious actions of this state agency and their blatant attempt to
 destroy the Skyway Trap and Skeet Club could never again occur.

It is not just conduct contrary to law, SWFWMD has shown a penchant for arrogantly
 violating the agreement that ended the lawsuit, and for harassing and suing this
 small private trap and skeet club with the full intention of shutting down a small
 business. 

Skyway Trap and Skeet Club serves the Second Amendment community of trap and
 skeet shooters, including being an Olympic training center for young, would-be
 Olympians. This is not a ragtag facility; it is a highly professional facility that provides
 instruction for American Skeet & Trap as well as Olympic Skeet & Trap and Sporting
 Clays. The club has a full-time Olympic Development Program for Youth and Adults
 who aspire to represent the United States of America in the World Olympic Games.
 For 71 years this non-profit private club and business has owned this property and
 has operated in this location. 

SWFWMD is a malignant state agency that uses unlimited tax dollars in what I can
 only call an evil attempt to steal private property and destroy a small private
 business. 

In 2004, at the direction of Governor Jeb Bush, Deputy Chief of Staff Simone
 Marstiller, Assistant General Counsel Chanta Combs, and Director of Policy and
 Budget for Environmental Issues Chris Flack worked to reign in SWFWMD and stop
 their scurrilous behavior. 

In light of SWFWMD's refusal to abide by the mandate of the agreement and the
 arrogant thumbing of their collective noses at the law, it is clear that the required
 action at this time is to abolish SWFWMD and pursue legal action against those who
 have participated in this conduct.

Attorney George Gramling, of Gramling Environmental Law, PA was and is counsel
 representing the Skyway Trap and Skeet Club and the National Rifle Association.
 Additionally, Skyway Trap and Skeet Club is also represented in the current lawsuit
 by attorney William H. Walker.

George Gramling, Gramling Environmental Law, PA, (813) 259-1060

Bob Warren is Officer and Manager of Skyway Trap and Skeet Club.

Included with (1) my statement is a (2) Fact Sheet that highlights events in this
 matter, (3) a sheet detailing court rulings on the Right to Practice on a shooting range
 as an ancillary right of the Second Amendment to Right to Keep and Bear Arms, (4)



 a copy of the 2004 Agreement and (5) a copy of Florida Statutes 790.333.



From: Craig Pittman
To: Schenone, Lauren
Subject: RE: looking for a comment
Date: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 4:25:15 PM

Not responsive to the question, though.

From: Schenone, Lauren [mailto:Lauren.Schenone@eog.myflorida.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 4:19 PM
To: Craig Pittman 
Subject: RE: looking for a comment
Please attribute this to Jackie Schutz, Communications Director:

“We are glad SWFWMD and the skeet club are working together on a solution that is good
 for everyone.”

From: Craig Pittman [mailto:craig@tampabay.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 10:28 AM
To: Schenone, Lauren <Lauren.Schenone@eog.myflorida.com>
Subject: RE: looking for a comment
Thanks!

From: Schenone, Lauren [mailto:Lauren.Schenone@eog.myflorida.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 10:27 AM
To: Craig Pittman <craig@tampabay.com>
Cc: Tupps, John <John.Tupps@eog.myflorida.com>; Bustamante, Jeri
 <Jeri.Bustamante@eog.myflorida.com>
Subject: RE: looking for a comment
Hi Craig,
Jeri and I will look into this. Let us know if you have any other questions.
Thanks,
Lauren Schenone
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Rick Scott
Lauren.Schenone@eog.myflorida.com
850.717.9282

From: Craig Pittman [mailto:craig@tampabay.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 10:23 AM
To: Tupps, John <John.Tupps@eog.myflorida.com>
Subject: looking for a comment
Hi John,
After Marion Hammer demanded Gov. Scott abolish SWFWMD because of its lawsuit against the
 Skway Trap and Skeet Club, the water district today quietly dropped its lawsuit & won’t discuss why.
I’d like to know if the governor, chief of staff or anyone else in that office talked to the folks at
 SWFWMD about the situation and gave them direction on what to do about it.
It’s for a daily so I need this ASAP.
Thanks!
Craig Pittman
Tampa Bay Times



P.O. Box 1121
St. Petersburg, FL 33731-1121
727-893-8530/fax 727-893-8675
craig@tampabay.com
https://twitter.com/craigtimes
Coming July 4:
OH FLORIDA! HOW AMERICA'S WEIRDEST STATE
INFLUENCES THE REST OF THE COUNTRY
by Craig Pittman
http://www.amazon.ca/Oh-Florida-Americas-Weirdest-Influences/dp/1250071208
Already in stores:

THE SCENT OF SCANDAL: GREED, BETRAYAL, AND
THE WORLD'S MOST BEAUTIFUL ORCHID
by Craig Pittman
http://www.amazon.com/The-Scent-Scandal-Betrayal-Beautiful/dp/0813039746



From: Schenone, Lauren
To: craig@tampabay.com
Cc: Bustamante, Jeri
Subject: RE: looking for comment & a copy of a letter
Date: Tuesday, February 09, 2016 12:35:08 PM

Hi Craig,

Jeri and I will look into your request.

Thanks,

Lauren Schenone
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Rick Scott
Lauren.Schenone@eog.myflorida.com
850.717.9282

Begin forwarded message:

From: Craig Pittman <craig@tampabay.com>
Date: February 9, 2016 at 11:54:52 AM EST
To: "Tupps, John" <John.Tupps@eog.myflorida.com>
Subject: looking for comment & a copy of a letter

Hey John,
Hope you’re doing well.
Sunshine State News says Marion Hammer of the NRA sent the governor’s office a
 letter at 7:45 a.m. demanding he abolish the Southwest Florida Water Management
 District. I’d like to get a copy of that letter, and also a comment from the EOG in
 response.
It’s for a daily story so ASAP pretty please.
Thanks!
Craig Pittman
Tampa Bay Times
P.O. Box 1121
St. Petersburg, FL 33731-1121
727-893-8530/fax 727-893-8675
craig@tampabay.com
https://twitter.com/craigtimes
Coming July 4:
OH FLORIDA! HOW AMERICA'S WEIRDEST STATE
INFLUENCES THE REST OF THE COUNTRY
by Craig Pittman
http://www.amazon.ca/Oh-Florida-Americas-Weirdest-
Influences/dp/1250071208
Already in stores:

THE SCENT OF SCANDAL: GREED, BETRAYAL, AND
THE WORLD'S MOST BEAUTIFUL ORCHID
by Craig Pittman



http://www.amazon.com/The-Scent-Scandal-Betrayal-
Beautiful/dp/0813039746



From: Craig Pittman
To: Schenone, Lauren
Subject: RE: looking for comment & a copy of a letter
Date: Tuesday, February 09, 2016 12:39:43 PM

Thanks!
Don’t need the letter now – got a copy from Marion Hammer herself. Just need a comment from the
 governor’s office.

From: Schenone, Lauren [mailto:Lauren.Schenone@eog.myflorida.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, February 09, 2016 12:35 PM
To: Craig Pittman 
Cc: Bustamante, Jeri 
Subject: RE: looking for comment & a copy of a letter
Hi Craig,

Jeri and I will look into your request.

Thanks,

Lauren Schenone
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Rick Scott
Lauren.Schenone@eog.myflorida.com
850.717.9282

Begin forwarded message:

From: Craig Pittman <craig@tampabay.com>
Date: February 9, 2016 at 11:54:52 AM EST
To: "Tupps, John" <John.Tupps@eog.myflorida.com>
Subject: looking for comment & a copy of a letter

Hey John,
Hope you’re doing well.
Sunshine State News says Marion Hammer of the NRA sent the governor’s office a
 letter at 7:45 a.m. demanding he abolish the Southwest Florida Water Management
 District. I’d like to get a copy of that letter, and also a comment from the EOG in
 response.
It’s for a daily story so ASAP pretty please.
Thanks!
Craig Pittman
Tampa Bay Times
P.O. Box 1121
St. Petersburg, FL 33731-1121
727-893-8530/fax 727-893-8675
craig@tampabay.com
https://twitter.com/craigtimes



Coming July 4:
OH FLORIDA! HOW AMERICA'S WEIRDEST STATE
INFLUENCES THE REST OF THE COUNTRY
by Craig Pittman
http://www.amazon.ca/Oh-Florida-Americas-Weirdest-Influences/dp/1250071208
Already in stores:

THE SCENT OF SCANDAL: GREED, BETRAYAL, AND
THE WORLD'S MOST BEAUTIFUL ORCHID
by Craig Pittman
http://www.amazon.com/The-Scent-Scandal-Betrayal-Beautiful/dp/0813039746



From: Schenone, Lauren
To: Schutz, Jackie; Bustamante, Jeri
Cc: Sunburst
Subject: RE: please send on Marion Hammer
Date: Tuesday, February 09, 2016 4:56:12 PM

Sending to the two outstanding requests now

From: Schutz, Jackie 
Sent: Tuesday, February 09, 2016 4:55 PM
To: Schenone, Lauren ; Bustamante, Jeri 
Cc: Sunburst 
Subject: please send on Marion Hammer

“We are confident water management board members and the NRA can work together on a solution
 that is good for everyone.” – Jackie Schutz



From: MPHammer1@aol.com
To: Governor Rick Scott; Pam.Bondi@myfloridalegal.com; Sellers, Melissa; Moulton, Diane; McDougal, Kim; Tupps,

 John; Cerio, Tim; Stearns, Heather; Stearns, Heather; Miguel, Melinda; Tyler.Cathey@myfloridalegal.com;
 Rob.Johnson@myfloridalegal.com; Ray, Whitney; Crisafulli, Steve; Kathy.Mears@myfloridahouse.gov;
 Michael.Williams@myfloridahouse.gov; Tom.Hamby@myfloridahouse.gov; Lynn.Cobb@myfloridahouse.gov;
 Andy Gardiner; Meyer.Reynold@flsenate.gov; Betta.Katie@flsenate.gov; Cortese.Tony@flsenate.gov;
 Levesque.George@flsenate.gov

Subject: Rebuttal to Tampa Bay Times on Swiftmud
Date: Sunday, February 28, 2016 10:00:24 AM

Subj: You want answers about why Swiftmud quietly withdrew their lawsuit against Skywa 
Date: 2/27/2016 6:24:08 PM Eastern Standard Time 
From: MPHammer1@aol.com 
To: tnickens@tampabay.com 
CC: craig@tampabay.com 
Sent from the Internet (Details) 

http://www.tampabay.com/opinion/editorials/editorial-public-deserves-answers-from-swiftmud/2267027

RE: Your Editorial: Public deserves answers from Swiftmud, Friday 2/26/16

You want answers about why Swiftmud quietly withdrew their lawsuit against Skyway? I'll give you
 answers.

Florida Statutes 790.333 prohibits the Swiftmud lawsuit. The law only allows the state – the Department
 of Environmental Protection – to sue gun clubs. AND the law provides penalties for filing an illegal
 lawsuit.

(7) PENALTIES.—Any official, agent, or employee of a county, municipality, town, special purpose
 district, or other political subdivision or agent of the state, while he or she was acting in his or her official
 capacity and within the scope of his or her employment or office, who intentionally and maliciously
 violates the provisions of this section or is party to bringing an action in violation of this section commits a
 misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in ss. 775.082 and 775.083.

If you found out that your consent to filing an illegal lawsuit could land you in jail wouldn't you try to quietly
 withdraw the lawsuit?

They wanted me to shut up because they knew there was no pollution, they knew they had broken the
 law and they knew that the problem was all their own making. 

Marion P. Hammer



From: MPHammer1@aol.com
To: Governor Rick Scott; Pam.Bondi@myfloridalegal.com; Sellers, Melissa; Moulton, Diane; McDougal, Kim; Tupps,

 John; Cerio, Tim; Stearns, Heather; Stearns, Heather; Miguel, Melinda; Tyler.Cathey@myfloridalegal.com;
 Rob.Johnson@myfloridalegal.com; Ray, Whitney; Crisafulli, Steve; Kathy.Mears@myfloridahouse.gov;
 Michael.Williams@myfloridahouse.gov; Tom.Hamby@myfloridahouse.gov; Lynn.Cobb@myfloridahouse.gov;
 Andy Gardiner; Meyer.Reynold@flsenate.gov; Betta.Katie@flsenate.gov; Cortese.Tony@flsenate.gov;
 Levesque.George@flsenate.gov

Subject: Relationship between SWFWMD and Law Firm doesn"t pass the smell test
Date: Thursday, February 25, 2016 8:39:01 PM

This simply does not pass the smell test

Simple research reveals facts with the appearances of an inappropriate relationship between SWFWMD
 and the Manson, Bolves, Donaldson law firm (MBD). I am compelled to question whether there is
 collusion or corruption involved.

First, two of the current shareholders of the MBD law firm hired to file another lawsuit against the Skyway,
 are former General Counsels of SWFWMD.

William Bilenky and Laura Donaldson were both directly involved in the events leading up to lawsuits
 against the Skyway Trap and Skeet Club (Skyway) – while SWFWMD General Counsels.

Bilenky, was General Counsel (GC) from approximately 2000-2011 and was actively and aggressively
 involved in SWFWMD's 2000 lawsuit against Skyway.

According to public record, Donaldson became the GC at SWFWMD around 2011. In 2015 she left
 SWFWMD and joined the MBD law firm (along with Bilenky) Then, SWFWMD hired the MBD law firm to
 file another lawsuit against Skyway.

All of this begs a number of questions:

1. In Donaldson's capacity as public servant working as General Counsel for SWFWMD, did she engineer
 the 2015 lawsuit against Skyway for the purpose of then moving into private practice and taking the
 lawsuit with her to the MBD law firm? 

2. Did Bilenky help Donaldson get the GC position at SWFWMD? How in the world did both Bilenky and
 Donaldson end up working together at the MBD law firm which now represents their former employer in
 legal action against Skyway – their old nemesis?

3. How much tax payer money is the MBD law firm making by suing Skyway on behalf of SWFWMD – a
 lawsuit which Florida law prohibits?

4. Who among SWFWMD's current leadership hired the MBD law firm to file the 2015 lawsuit? Were
 other law firms considered?

5. Would a different law firm, with no cronies, have advised SWFWMD that the law prohibited the lawsuit
 and that jail time was involved with violating the law?

These are serious questions that need to be answered.

The MBD law firm web-site states:

"He [Bilenky] also served for twelve years as the General Counsel for the Southwest Florida Water
 Management District overseeing the District's water use and environmental resource permitting,
 cooperative funding programs and many environmental restoration projects including the Sawgrass Lake
 gun club contamination restoration."



The MBD web site further states: "Laura was the youngest and first female General Counsel for the
 Southwest Florida Water Management District, where she served for three years. In her role as General
 Counsel, she provided legal advice and counsel to the District's Governing Board, the Executive Director
 and staff regarding the interpretation and applicability of laws, regulations and judicial decisions or rulings
 from federal, state and administrative branches, courts or agencies affecting the District. She also
 reviewed District contracts and analyzed and drafted legislation."

Donaldson was SWFWMD GC during the Berm construction of the Sawgrass Lake restoration project. 

The SWFWMD web-site says that Donaldson was an attorney with the MBD firm before her SWFWMD
 employment. Then, after her SWFWMD employment (ending in 2015 before the instant lawsuit was filed
 against Skyway), Donaldson re-joined the law firm. After both Bilenky and Donaldson left SWFWMD and
 joined the MBD law firm, SWFWMD engaged the firm to file the 2015 lawsuit against Skyway.



From: Schutz, Jackie
To: Maul, Wes; Bustamante, Jeri; Schenone, Lauren
Cc: Sunburst
Subject: UPDATED QA
Date: Wednesday, February 24, 2016 2:29:00 PM
Attachments: 2 24 16 QA 207PM.docx

PLEASE SHOW



Q&A February 24, 2016 

NEWS OF THE DAY 

Q: Are you worried you are not going to get YOUR tax cut or YOUR EFI bill done? 
It looks like you are not getting anything important to YOU done this session? 

• This is the process. We are weeks away from the end of session.  The 
Speaker and President know my priorities and I am confident that we will 
ALL end with a great session. 

 
Q: You are nowhere on tax cuts in the Senate.  Do you think you will get $1 
billion in tax cuts? 

• We clearly have the revenues to cut $1 billion in taxes this year. 
• Cutting taxes is a priority for growing jobs and it has been a priority for me since I 

first ran for Governor in 2010.  I have been supportive of the President and 
Speaker’s priorities and I am confident they will be supportive of my priorities. 

• We have been talking to President Gardiner, Speaker Crisafulli, Senator Lee, 
Senator Latvala, Representative Boyd and Representative Corcoran and they 
have been working hard to make this a great session. 

 
Q: Why did you attack AFP yesterday? 

• There is no question that creating the Florida Enterprise Fund NOT ONLY 
HAS A GUARTEED RETURN ON INVESTMENT FOR TAXPAYERS BUT WILL 
DIVERSIFY OUR ECONOMY AND CREATE JOBS. 

• Anyone who thinks this is not true is simply uninformed on the incentive process 
in Florida and how it is better than the process in every other state. 
 

Q: Are you worried Dr. Armstrong won’t be confirmed? 
• Dr. Armstrong is a fighter.  Not only is he fighting against colon cancer, he 

has continued to fight for the wellbeing of everyone in our state- whether it 
is against Ebola, Zika or increasing cancer research funding.  He is hands 
down the best person we could have for this job in the country. 

• I know Governor Tom Wolf in Pennsylvania just announced he has cancer. 
Commissioner Stewart has breast cancer.  It is admirable that these men and 
women serve when battling these illnesses and our thoughts and prayers are 
with them. 
 

Q: Did you or any of your staff direct SWFWMD to drop their lawsuit against a 
skeet club in Pinellas Park? 

• Of course we have been aware of this issue.   
• I’m glad SWFWMD and the skeet club are working together on a solution 

that is good for everyone. 

Q: Will you sign legislation to remove a statue of a Confederate General from 
Statuary Hall in Washington DC? 

• If this bill gets to my desk in its current form, I would sign it. 
 



Q: Do you still support Uber even after an Uber driver was accused of killing six 
in Michigan? 

• I support a free and competitive market, but we always need to balance this 
with ways to keep people safe. 

• I am happy to continue to keep working with the House and Senate on ways to 
succeed on both of these priorities. 

 
Q: Why are you supporting the mandatory minimum sentencing bill? 

• I listened to law enforcement leaders including the Police Chiefs 
Association and the Sheriffs Association on this bill and I was proud to 
sign it today.  

 
Q: Do you support the pension reform bill that’s going through the Legislature?  

• I know this is a priority for Mayor Lenny Curry and I will review any final 
legislation that makes it to my desk. 

If pressed on what your meeting with him is about:  
• I meet with mayors all the time and look forward to meeting with Mayor Curry 

today.  
 
2016 
 
Q: Do you think Jeb Bush dropped out of the presidential race too early?  

• He was a great governor and developed a world-class education system in 
Florida. I am sure he will continue to keep working on causes that will 
improve our state and country. 

 
Q: Are you going to be Donald Trump’s VP? When will you endorse him? 

• I have two MAJOR priorities this legislative session – a $250 million Florida 
Enterprise Fund and $1 billion in tax cuts.  THAT IS MY FOCUS. 

• I hope EVERY candidate running for President will publish a jobs plan with 
specific information on how to they will grow our economy and create jobs.  I still 
think that is the most important issue facing our country. 

• As far as anything beyond that, I continue to watch the debates and what the 
candidates are saying and I will make up my mind before I cast my vote. 

 



From: Bustamante, Jeri
To: Schutz, Jackie
Subject: ***DRAFT***
Date: Sunday, February 28, 2016 9:51:47 AM
Attachments: 2.29.16 QA.docx



Q&A February 29, 2016 

NEWS OF THE DAY 

Q: What’s your reaction to the Legislature allocation $0 for EFI?  
• With the Legislature’s action last week, there will no longer be incentive 

funding for major projects to come to Florida, like Northrop Grumman or 
Navy Federal Credit Union. 

• We are beginning the process of notifying cities across the state that there would 
be no funding available to help them recruit businesses if the legislature does not 
take immediate action to reverse course.   

• We will continue to monitor the process in the event there are any last minute 
adjustments. 

Q:  Will you sign the budget without EFI funding?  
• I will review the final Budget when it makes it to my desk. 

 
Q: Are you disappointed that you did not get $1 billion in tax cuts? 

• We clearly have the revenues to cut $1 billion in taxes this year. 
• Cutting taxes is a priority for growing jobs and it has been a priority for me since I 

first ran for Governor in 2010.   
 

Q: Why did you attack AFP? 
• There is no question that creating the Florida Enterprise Fund NOT ONLY 

HAS A GUARTEED RETURN ON INVESTMENT FOR TAXPAYERS BUT WILL 
DIVERSIFY OUR ECONOMY AND CREATE JOBS. 

• Anyone who thinks this is not true is simply uninformed on the incentive process 
in Florida and how it is better than the process in every other state. 
 

Q: Are you worried Dr. Armstrong won’t be confirmed? 
• Dr. Armstrong is a fighter.  Not only is he fighting against colon cancer, he 

has continued to fight for the wellbeing of everyone in our state- whether it 
is against Ebola, Zika or increasing cancer research funding.  He is hands 
down the best person we could have for this job in the country. 

• I know Governor Tom Wolf in Pennsylvania just announced he has cancer. 
Commissioner Stewart has breast cancer.  It is admirable that these men and 
women serve when battling these illnesses and our thoughts and prayers are 
with them. 
 

Q: Did you or any of your staff direct SWFWMD to drop their lawsuit against a 
skeet club in Pinellas Park? 

• Of course we have been aware of this issue.   
• I’m glad SWFWMD and the skeet club are working together on a solution 

that is good for everyone. 

Q: Will you sign legislation to remove a statue of a Confederate General from 
Statuary Hall in Washington DC? 



• If this bill gets to my desk in its current form, I would sign it. 
 

Q: Do you still support Uber even after an Uber driver was accused of killing six 
in Michigan? 

• I support a free and competitive market, but we always need to balance this 
with ways to keep people safe. 

• I am happy to continue to keep working with the House and Senate on ways to 
succeed on both of these priorities. 

 
Q: Why are you supporting the mandatory minimum sentencing bill? 

• I listened to law enforcement leaders including the Police Chiefs 
Association and the Sheriffs Association on this bill and I was proud to 
sign it today.  

 
Q: Do you support the pension reform bill that’s going through the Legislature?  

• I know this is a priority for Mayor Lenny Curry and I will review any final 
legislation that makes it to my desk. 

If pressed on what your meeting with him is about:  
• I meet with mayors all the time and look forward to meeting with Mayor Curry 

today.  
 
2016 
 
Q: Are you going to be Donald Trump’s VP? When will you endorse him? 

• I have two MAJOR priorities this legislative session – a $250 million Florida 
Enterprise Fund and $1 billion in tax cuts.  THAT IS MY FOCUS. 

• I hope EVERY candidate running for President will publish a jobs plan with 
specific information on how to they will grow our economy and create jobs.  I still 
think that is the most important issue facing our country. 

• As far as anything beyond that, I continue to watch the debates and what the 
candidates are saying and I will make up my mind before I cast my vote. 

 
Q: Do you think Jeb Bush dropped out of the presidential race too early?  

• He was a great governor and developed a world-class education system in 
Florida. I am sure he will continue to keep working on causes that will 
improve our state and country. 
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Q&A February 22, 2016 
 
NEWS OF THE DAY 
 
Q: Do you think President Obama should visit Cuba? 

• First - President Obama has failed us with this new failed policy between 
Obama and the Castro brothers. 

• The Castro regime continues to undermine U.S. national security interests by 
sponsoring acts of terrorism.  

• I will continue to stand with the pro-democracy movement in Cuba and Florida in 
their fight against the Obama-Castro pact.  

 
Q: What’s the latest on the request your office sent to the U.S. Army Corps to 
move water south to ease flooding in the Everglades?  

• I requested the U.S. Army Corps agreed to move more water south and I 
appreciate their quick action to ease effects of flooding in the Everglades. 

• This action will help prevent a die off of wildlife whose habitat is currently flooded 
and eventually relieve pressure from discharges to the Estuaries.   

 
Background:  

• This year I recommended the state:  
o Create a dedicated source of funding that will ensure that $5 billion is 

invested in Everglades restoration over the next 20 years. 
 This funding will ensure that the state is able to fund its share of 

restoration projects and the construction of the C-43 and C-44 
reservoirs – projects that will provide almost 100 billion gallons 
of water storage to protect the St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee 
estuaries.  

• Include a $151 million investment in Everglades restoration for the upcoming 
fiscal year. 

Q: What do you think of the 18 year old accused of impersonating a doctor in 
Palm Beach? 

• DOH has worked hard to hold him accountable.  
• You should contact them for more details.  

Q: Do you think President Obama did the right thing by not attending Justice 
Scalia’s funeral?  

• Justice Scalia was a great leader in our country and my thoughts and 
prayers are with his family during this difficult time.  

 
Q: Will you support a bill that would keep certain refugees out of Florida? 

• I will review any legislation that makes it to my desk.  
If pressed: 

• What I’ve said in the past, particularly with the Syrian refugee crisis is that the 
President wants us to trust their vetting process but has given us little faith that 



they can properly check the background of every refugee coming into our 
country. 

• It is troubling that we cannot get information on the refugees they are sending to 
our states so we can make the best decision for our residents.  

• The state can only do so much and that is why I asked Congress to stop in and 
take immediate action to stop the President form using any tax dollars to fund the 
relocation of Syrian refugees from Florida. 

 
Q: Will you pardon “Groveland Four” who were accused of raping a white woman 
in 1949? 

• As always, we will follow the clemency process and review any case that is 
brought in front of us. 

If pressed,  
• As you know, I don’t have sole authority over this and it needs to come before 

the board.  
 
Q: Marion Hammer released a statement calling on you to abolish the South 
Florida Water Management District. Will you investigate or abolish the water 
management district? 

• I am confident water management board members and the NRA can work 
together on a solution that is good for everyone. 

If pressed:  
• I think they can come to a resolution without drastic action.  

 
Q: It looks like the compact you signed could be in legislation soon. Are you 
encouraged by how it is going through the legislature? 

• As I have always said, the compact is a good deal for our state - it will 
generate thousands of jobs and have a large economic impact across our 
state - but I will respect whatever the President and Speaker decide to do. 

 
Q: The Senate says you're advocating for an increase in property taxes to pay for 
an increase in public school spending.  Sen. Gaetz also says your plan to fund 
education is a “property tax increase on small businesses and families.”  What is 
your response? 

• I want to cut as many taxes and fees as I can.  That’s why I am working with 
the Legislature to cut $1 billion in taxes this year – on top of the 50 taxes 
we have already cut. 

• When home values rise, that is a good thing for families in our state. 
 

Q: Will you support the alimony reform bill that will end permanent alimony and 
push judges toward granting 50-50 time-sharing custody between parents?  

• I haven’t seen this bill yet.  
 
Q: Legislation to outlaw LGBT discrimination is dead in the legislature now.  
Don’t you think Florida needs to extend civil rights protections to gay, bisexual 
and transgender Floridians? 



• I don’t believe anyone should be discriminated against, but I haven’t seen 
that specific legislation. 

 
Q: Will you support legislation requiring a unanimous verdict from the jury in 
order to recommend the death penalty? 

• I haven’t reviewed this legislation yet – but, it is my most solemn duty to 
uphold the law and my top concern is always for the families of these 
victims. 

 
Q: Do you support legislation allowing some people to carry concealed weapons 
on college campuses? 

• I haven’t reviewed this legislation yet, but I am a strong supporter of the 
second amendment.  

If pressed:  
• It is important to keep schools and students safe, but I haven’t seen specific 

legislation. 
 

Q: Do you support open carry? 
• I haven’t reviewed this legislation yet, but I am a strong supporter of the 

second amendment.  
 
Q: Do you think Florida should move forward with the scheduled execution in 
March even after attorneys are calling for the Florida Supreme Court should 
determine how to apply the recent U.S. Supreme Court ruling that the state's 
death penalty system is unconstitutional? 

• We will wait to see what the court says. Obviously, we will continue to 
follow the law. 

 
Q: Florida leads in the U.S. in new H.I.V cases after you cut funding at the 
Department of Health? Doesn’t that concern you? 

• Florida is spending a record $34 million on HIV and AIDS prevention this 
year and Dr. Armstrong is committed to doing he can to prevent the spread 
of this disease. 

• If pressed on staff reductions:  
• We are always looking for efficiencies in state government but staff reductions 

did not impact the surveillance, education, prevention, counseling, testing, 
care and treatment of HIV/AIDS patients. 

 
Q: A senate panel wants voters to choose the Commissioner of Education and 
the Secretary of State.  What are your thoughts on these proposals? 

• I don’t see a need for either of these bills. 
 

Q: Are you worried you are not going to get YOUR tax cut or YOUR EFI bill done? 
It looks like you are not getting anything important to YOU done this session? 

• I am very confident that we will ALL be successful this session. 



• We started the session strong by signing into law the President’s unique 
abilities legislation and the Speaker’s water legislation, and I expect to end 
the session strong with a $1 billion tax cut and a $250 million dedicated 
Florida Enterprise Fund 

 
Q: The Department of Health has cut hundreds of positions at county health 
departments, including 20 positions in Hillsborough where there are cases of 
Zika. Do you think this will impact emergency response? 

• Absolutely not.  
• These position reductions have not affected emergency readiness capabilities or 

impacted the delivery of services at the Department of Health.  
• In the event of any emergency, we’ll work with Dr. Armstrong to make sure the 

Department of Health has all of the resources needed to keep families safe. 
 
Q: Do you think there should be a Constitutional amendment requiring that future 
gambling licenses get statewide voter approval? 

• I know this is an issue that some legislative members are interested in 
exploring and we look forward to working with them to reach a positive 
outcome for the state of Florida, even on issues outside of the compact 
agreement itself.    

   
Q: Outside of the compact, do you generally support the expansion of gaming in 
Florida? 

• I believe that Floridians in local communities where gaming expansion is 
being considered should have a say on it.   

• This compact is a good deal for the state because it creates a cap on the amount 
of gaming that can be offered by the Seminole Tribe and limits the expansion of 
gaming in the state. 

  
Q: Do you think fantasy sports is gambling and how should the legislature 
regulate that? 

• The compact does not directly address this.  I know there are proposals 
going through the legislature and I will review them if they reach my desk. 

 
2016 
 
Q: Do you think Jeb Bush dropped out of the presidential race too early?  

• That decision was up to Jeb and his family. I think he worked hard during 
his campaign and was very focused on highlighting all the great things 
happening here in Florida, including the world-class education system 
while he was governor here in Florida. I wish him all the best. 
 

Q: Are you going to follow Governor Nikki Haley’s move and endorse Marco 
Rubio during the Florida primary?  

• I am not currently endorsing any candidate.  We have a lot of great 
candidates who are still running.  



Q: Are you glad Donald Trump won the South Carolina primary? 
• It has been good to see the voters in South Carolina, New Hampshire and 

Iowa weigh in. 
• I will continue to watch the primaries like every other voter.  I am still listening to 

the candidates’ plans to create jobs and I haven’t made a decision yet.  I am not 
sure who I will endorse or vote for yet, but I will make sure to let you know. 
 

Q: What do you think about the Pope calling Donald Trump’s immigration ideas 
‘non-Christian’?  

• I haven’t seen that but when it comes to immigration in our country I know 
a lot of people are frustrated with the President Obama’s policy on 
immigration and I hope the final outcome will be that President Obama is 
forced to work with Congress to achieve real and meaningful immigration 
reform in our country. 

 
Q: Your recent op-ed on Trump seems like an endorsement.  Why are you picking 
Trump over other candidate? 

• I am not currently endorsing any candidate.  We have a lot of great 
candidates who are running.  Both Marco and Jeb, when he was running, 
have done a great job highlighting all of the great things happening in 
Florida.   

• But, I came in as an outsider focused on creating jobs and I think voters are 
continuing to look for candidates with new ideas and new energy for job creation. 

 
Q: Do you talk to Trump often? 

• I talk to most of the Republican candidates frequently. 
 
Q: What do you think about Donald Trump’s controversial remarks on Muslims, 
immigrants and veterans?  Do you think he is offensive? 

• I think people in Washington are still trying to figure out why Trump is 
doing so well, but the reality is that he is saying what he thinks. He is not 
being politically correct. I think a lot of people find that refreshing. 

• But, the primaries are only just beginning and I hope every candidate will talk 
more about their plans to grow our economy. 

• If pressed:  
• I don’t agree with everything he says. 
• But again - Americans are frustrated, including myself, with the President and his 

takeover of our economy.  This shouldn’t just be the frustration of one candidate, 
but every candidate! 
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Q&A February 17, 2016 
 
NEWS OF THE DAY 
 
Q: Will you support a bill that would keep certain refugees out of Florida? 

• I will review any legislation that makes it to my desk.  
If pressed: 

• What I’ve said in the past, particularly with the Syrian refugee crisis is that the 
President wants us to trust their vetting process but has given us little faith that 
they can properly check the background of every refugee coming into our 
country. 

• It is troubling that we cannot get information on the refugees they are sending to 
our states so we can make the best decision for our residents.  

• The state can only do so much and that is why I asked Congress to stop in and 
take immediate action to stop the President form using any tax dollars to fund the 
relocation of Syrian refugees from Florida. 

 
Q: What’s the latest on the request your office sent to the U.S. Army Corps to 
move water south to ease flooding in the Everglades?  

• I applaud the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ quick action to move water 
south through the Shark River Slough to ease flooding in the Everglades.  

• This action will help prevent a die off of wildlife whose habitat is currently flooded 
and eventually relieve pressure from discharges to the Estuaries.   

• I want to thank the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for staying in constant 
communication with the State of Florida and we will remain in contact as we 
continue taking action to protect our environment and ease areas of prolonged 
flooding. 

Q: Will you pardon four African-American men accused of raping a white woman 
in 1949? 

• As always, we will follow the clemency process and review any case that is 
brought in front of us. 

Q: Marion Hammer released a statement calling on you to abolish the South 
Florida Water Management District. Will you investigate or abolish the water 
management district? 

• I am confident water management board members and the NRA can work 
together on a solution that is good for everyone. 

If pressed:  
• I think they can come to a resolution without drastic action.  

 
Q: It looks like the compact you signed could be in legislation soon. Are you 
encouraged by how it is going through the legislature? 

• As I have always said, the compact is a good deal for our state - it will 
generate thousands of jobs and have a large economic impact across our 
state - but I will respect whatever the President and Speaker decide to do. 



 
Q: The Senate says you're advocating for an increase in property taxes to pay for 
an increase in public school spending.  Sen. Gaetz also says your plan to fund 
education is a “property tax increase on small businesses and families.”  What is 
your response? 

• I want to cut as many taxes and fees as I can.  That’s why I am working with 
the Legislature to cut $1 billion in taxes this year – on top of the 50 taxes 
we have already cut. 

• When home values rise, that is a good thing for families in our state. 
 

Q: Will you support the alimony reform bill that will end permanent alimony and 
push judges toward granting 50-50 time-sharing custody between parents?  

• I haven’t seen this bill yet.  
 
Q: Legislation to outlaw LGBT discrimination is dead in the legislature now.  
Don’t you think Florida needs to extend civil rights protections to gay, bisexual 
and transgender Floridians? 

• I don’t believe anyone should be discriminated against, but I haven’t seen 
that specific legislation. 

 
Q: Will you support legislation requiring a unanimous verdict from the jury in 
order to recommend the death penalty? 

• I haven’t reviewed this legislation yet – but, it is my most solemn duty to 
uphold the law and my top concern is always for the families of these 
victims. 

 
Q: Do you support legislation allowing some people to carry concealed weapons 
on college campuses? 

• I haven’t reviewed this legislation yet, but I am a strong supporter of the 
second amendment.  

If pressed:  
• It is important to keep schools and students safe, but I haven’t seen specific 

legislation. 
 

Q: Do you support open carry? 
• I haven’t reviewed this legislation yet, but I am a strong supporter of the 

second amendment.  
 
Q: Do you think Florida should move forward with the scheduled execution in 
March even after attorneys are calling for the Florida Supreme Court should 
determine how to apply the recent U.S. Supreme Court ruling that the state's 
death penalty system is unconstitutional? 

• We will wait to see what the court says. Obviously, we will continue to 
follow the law. 

 



Q: Florida leads in the U.S. in new H.I.V cases after you cut funding at the 
Department of Health? Doesn’t that concern you? 

• Florida is spending a record $34 million on HIV and AIDS prevention this 
year and Dr. Armstrong is committed to doing he can to prevent the spread 
of this disease. 

• If pressed on staff reductions:  
• We are always looking for efficiencies in state government but staff reductions 

did not impact the surveillance, education, prevention, counseling, testing, 
care and treatment of HIV/AIDS patients. 

 
Q: A senate panel wants voters to choose the Commissioner of Education and 
the Secretary of State.  What are your thoughts on these proposals? 

• I don’t see a need for either of these bills. 
 

Q: Are you worried you are not going to get YOUR tax cut or YOUR EFI bill done? 
It looks like you are not getting anything important to YOU done this session? 

• I am very confident that we will ALL be successful this session. 
• We started the session strong by signing into law the President’s unique 

abilities legislation and the Speaker’s water legislation, and I expect to end 
the session strong with a $1 billion tax cut and a $250 million dedicated 
Florida Enterprise Fund 

 
Q: The Department of Health has cut hundreds of positions at county health 
departments, including 20 positions in Hillsborough where there are cases of 
Zika. Do you think this will impact emergency response? 

• Absolutely not.  
• These position reductions have not affected emergency readiness capabilities or 

impacted the delivery of services at the Department of Health.  
• In the event of any emergency, we’ll work with Dr. Armstrong to make sure the 

Department of Health has all of the resources needed to keep families safe. 
 

  
Q: Do you think there should be a Constitutional amendment requiring that future 
gambling licenses get statewide voter approval? 

• I know this is an issue that some legislative members are interested in 
exploring and we look forward to working with them to reach a positive 
outcome for the state of Florida, even on issues outside of the compact 
agreement itself.    

   
Q: Outside of the compact, do you generally support the expansion of gaming in 
Florida? 

• I believe that Floridians in local communities where gaming expansion is 
being considered should have a say on it.   

• This compact is a good deal for the state because it creates a cap on the amount 
of gaming that can be offered by the Seminole Tribe and limits the expansion of 
gaming in the state. 



  
Q: Do you think fantasy sports is gambling and how should the legislature 
regulate that? 

• The compact does not directly address this.  I know there are proposals 
going through the legislature and I will review them if they reach my desk. 

 
 
2016 
 
Q: Who do you think will win the South Carolina primary? 

• It has been good to see the voters in New Hampshire and Iowa weigh in. 
• I will continue to watch the primaries like every other voter.  I am still listening to 

the candidates’ plans to create jobs and I haven’t made a decision yet.  I am not 
sure who I will endorse or vote for yet, but I will make sure to let you know. 

 
Q: Your recent op-ed on Trump seems like an endorsement.  Why are you picking 
Trump over Bush and Rubio? 

• I am not currently endorsing any candidate.  We have a lot of great 
candidates who are running, including Bush and Rubio.  Both Jeb and 
Marco have done a great job highlighting all of the great things happening 
in Florida.   

• Jeb is very focused on creating a world-class education system and Marco has 
been very vocal about ending the oppressive Castro regime in Cuba. 

• But, I came in as an outsider focused on creating jobs and I think voters are 
continuing to look for candidates with new ideas and new energy for job creation. 

 
Q: Do you talk to Trump often? 

• I talk to most of the Republican candidates frequently. 
 
Q: What do you think about Donald Trump’s controversial remarks on Muslims, 
immigrants and veterans?  Do you think he is offensive? 

• I think people in Washington are still trying to figure out why Trump is 
doing so well, but the reality is that he is saying what he thinks. He is not 
being politically correct. I think a lot of people find that refreshing. 

• But, the primaries are only just beginning and I hope every candidate will talk 
more about their plans to grow our economy. 

• If pressed:  
• I don’t agree with everything he says. 
• But again - Americans are frustrated, including myself, with the President and his 

takeover of our economy.  This shouldn’t just be the frustration of one candidate, 
but every candidate! 
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