2014 Annual Report for Five-Year Prevention and Permanency Objective
Reporting Period: January 1, 2014 — December 31, 2014
Summary of Plan Activities

CAN 3.1. Public Awareness and Education: Prevent Child Abuse Florida at the Ounce of Prevention
Fund of Florida

During this reporting period, Prevent Child Abuse Florida provided training and technical assistance on
messaging standards for the statewide Pinwheels for Prevention campaign; developed and disseminated
printed resource materials focused on healthy child development, positive parenting practices and
information on community resources; equipped local communities with tools to raise awareness on the
importance of preventing child abuse and neglect before it occurs and how to get citizens engaged in the
solution.

The printed materials that are developed and distributed by Prevent Child Abuse Florida are published
with the Five Protective Factors embedded into the literature. For example, in Prevent Child Abuse
Florida’s Pinwheels for Prevention Caregiver’s Guide, each age group of a child’s life includes
information on their development, and provides examples of activities that promote nurturing and
attachment. The Caregiver’s Guide also provides parents with strategies for coping with stressful
situations and the advantages of having a social network of support. Finally, the Caregiver’s Guide
provides national, state and local resources on where to find out more information on a variety of child
and family topics.

The 2014 campaign has grown with more partners taking part in campaign activities. The efforts are
generating more awareness of actions that can be taken to promote healthy child development and prevent
child abuse and neglect before it ever occurs.

Providing a variety of tools to our partners to assist in raising awareness has helped with the success of
the campaign. There are many opportunities to engage the public in a conversation about the importance
of prevention services. Prevent Child Abuse Florida provides examples and technical assistance in being
able to raise awareness in a range of forums and settings. Examples of these forums include: broadcast of
television and radio public service announcements, printed materials, printed news articles and letters to
the editor, articles for inclusion in newsletters, social media messages, pinwheels gardens, preschool
lesson plans, awareness during conferences and ceremonies, and many more.

During the 2014 campaign, Prevent Child Abuse Florida in collaboration with the Florida Department of
Children and Families and the Office of Adoption and Child Abuse Prevention and Permanency Council
created and provided a “Legislator Card” for all 160 members of the Florida Legislature, the members of
the Faith-Based Advisory Council and the members of the Children and Youth Cabinet. The card
described the efforts of the Pinwheels for Prevention Campaign and included a pinwheel lapel pin. Those
receiving the cards were asked to wear it during April to show their support of child abuse prevention
efforts in Florida.

PCA Florida in collaboration with the Department of Children and Families provided a Parent Leadership
Ambassador Trainings (PLAT) in Tallahassee for the Big Bend Parents Advocating for Children Together
(PACT) during the reporting period. The training was attended by eight teams, comprised of a
practitioner and parent leader. These trained and certified ambassador teams are to provide the parent
leadership training to other practitioners and parent leaders in their communities.



PCA Florida in collaboration with the Florida Department of Children and Families provided a
“Meaningful Parent Leadership: A Guide to Success” workshop presentation at the 2014 National Faith
Based Symposium in Orlando during the reporting period. The presentation highlighted parental
engagement opportunities for programs and agencies, the benefits of parent leadership in policy
development, program improvement and advocacy levels.

PCA Florida also provided a “Strengthening Families with a Protective Factors Approach” workshop
presentation at the Florida Association for the Education of Young Children conference in Orlando. This
workshop provided information on the protective factors approach, shared implementation strategies for
each of the protective factors and showcased how small but significant changes in practice can make a
true difference in the lives of children and families when using the protective factors approach.

During the month of August, PCA Florida in collaboration with the Florida Department of Children and
Families submitted an opinion editorial article titled “An Ounce of Prevention Worth a Pound of Cure”
for August Immunization Awareness Month by highlighting the importance of immunization to stay
happy and healthy throughout the year.

During the month of September, PCA Florida submitted an opinion editorial article titled “Family Day”
as an expansion of the statewide child abuse prevention public awareness campaign. The article
referenced a national initiative that promotes simple acts of parental engagement to help prevent
substance use and other risky behaviors in children and teens. The article was featured in five daily
newspapers, including two of the top three papers in the state.

Progress

During this reporting period, Prevent Child Abuse Florida generated 1.1 million impressions through
newspaper articles, website and social media sites. Over 85,000 Caregiver’s Guides in English, Spanish
and Creole were disseminated to local communities. Television and radio broadcasts of the public service
announcements in English, Spanish and Creole began March 15, 2014 and ran through May 31, 2014.
Data submitted to Prevent Child Abuse Florida by the Florida Broadcasting Association indicates 551
television spots and 3,382 radio spots between March 15, 2014 and May 31, 2014. Over 48,000 pinwheels
were also ordered and distributed through Prevent Child Abuse Florida that generated awareness
throughout April in Florida communities.

Unsafe sleeping environments and drowning are two of the leading causes of preventable deaths in
Florida, according to the 2013 Annual Report of the Florida Child Death Review Committee. In an effort
to educate parents and caregivers about safe sleep environments and practices as well as the layers of
protection parents and caregivers can provide around water safety, PCA Florida disseminated over 84,000
printed materials in English and Spanish from the “Sleep Right, Sleep Tight” safe sleep campaign and
over 3,600 printed materials in English, Spanish and Creole from the “Keep Your Eyes on the Kid”
drowning prevention campaign during the reporting period.

Please identify the percentage of achievement of your objective in the five-year prevention and
permanency plan you think your team has achieved, and describe why.

PCA Florida achieved 100 percent of the CAN 3.1.Public Awareness and Education objective. The 2014
public awareness campaign has grown with more new statewide partners taking part in campaign
activities, disseminated more printed educational materials and implemented new strategies to generate



more awareness of actions that can be taken to promote healthy child development and prevent child
abuse and neglect before it ever occurs.
Do you think your team is on target to accomplishing your objective by June 2015? Why or why not?

PCA Florida plans on accomplishing the CAN 3.1. Public Awareness and Education objective by June
2015.

Highlights and Accomplishments
The new highlights/accomplishments for the reporting period have been listed under “Summary of Plan

Activities” and also listed below:
Legislator Card

e Parent Leadership Ambassador Training (PLAT)
e Immunization Awareness opinion editorial article
e Family Day opinion editorial article

Next Steps

PCA Florida is planning on conducting the same activities for 2015 for recognizing April as Child Abuse
Prevention Month.

Please identify what your objective’s proposed next steps are for the next five-year plan, to be launched in
July 2015.

PCA Florida would continue to implement the same educational and training activities for the next five-
year. In addition, PCA Florida will seek out more funding to conduct public awareness activities year
long, further strengthen Florida’s families and communities by expanding parent leadership activities
between parents/caregivers and providers and advocate for policies and practices that support families and
their children in the state of Florida to reduce the overall maltreatment rate.



