
Florida Department of Health
Broward

1

Zika Update

Paula Thaqi, MD, MPH

Director 



Zika Virus
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·Over 750,000 reported cases in the 
Americas

·Over 36,000 cases in U.S. territories

·Over 5,000 imported case sin U.S. 

·Differences from past experiences 

·Sexual transmission

·Link to birth defects

·Mosquito control traditionally focused on 
endemic arboviruses such as West Nile 
virus

Image courtesy of CDC



Zika Virus

3

·Similarities from past experiences

·Key partnership with local mosquito control districts

·Same mosquito vector as Dengue and chikungunya 
which were successfully controlled

·Targeted educational campaigns



Zika Timeline
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·1947 Discovered, Uganda
·1952 First human case
·2007 Outbreak Yap-1st outside 

Asia and Africa
·2008 Sexual transmission 

documented
·May 2015-Outbreak Brazil
· July 2015- link to Guillain-Barré

(neurologic syndrome) 
·October 2015- Brazil reports 

first concerns about 
Microcephaly 

· July 2016-Local transmission 
identified, Florida

Image courtesy of World Health Organization 



Areas With Active Zika Virus Transmission
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Zika Virus Link to Microcephaly
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Pregnant Women and Zika Virus 
Infections
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·Fetal infections can result in microcephaly and other 
brain abnormalities, as well as eye, vision and joint 
problems

·One recent study found that in a woman was infected 
with Zika during pregnancy, there was a 1 in 10 
likelihood that the fetus or infants would have a Zika-
related health condition



Florida Preparation: Zika

8

·2015: Testing capacity at Tampa and Jacksonville 
public health labs 

·January 2016: CDC Health Alert and Florida guidance 
distributed statewide

·Press releases for first travel-related cases

·February: Public health emergency declared

·July: Testing capacity at Miami public health lab



Other DOH Response Activities
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·Targeting health care providers

·Hospitals

·American Congress of Obstetricians and Gynecologists 

·Midwives/nurses  

·Working with internal partners and CDC

·Birth Defects Registry (and CDC Pregnancy Registry)

·Maternal and Child Health

·Syndromic surveillance

·Guillain-Barré Syndrome

·Microcephaly



Reporting Zika Infections

10

·Florida Administrative Code 64D-3

·Persons suspected of having Zika virus infection should be 
reported promptly to the county health department.



Other DOH Response Activities, 
Continued
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·DOH notifies mosquito control upon suspicion of 
mosquito-borne illness

·Partnering with blood banks statewide and federal 
partners to ensure blood supply is safe 

·Governor Scott directed DOH to provide free Zika risk 
assessment and testing to pregnant women at all 
county health departments (8/3/16)

·DOH continues to improve laboratory capacity in-
house and through external partnerships

·Deployment of DOH and CDC staff for support



Current Status as of May, 2017
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·2016:

·285 locally acquired cases

·1,122 imported cases

·299 pregnant women

·49 undetermined cases

·Top 4 countries for imported cases: Puerto Rico, 
Dominican Republic, Jamaica and Nicaragua

·Current information at DOH Zika webpage

·2017:

·4 locally acquired cases

·44 imported cases

·33 pregnant women

·7 undetermined cases 
exposed 2016, tested 
2017



Counties with Travel-Associated Zika Fever 
Cases since January 1, 2016
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Current Status Continued
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·As of April 7, 2017:

·Local cases in Miami-Dade, Broward (1), Palm 
Beach (5), and Pinellas (1) counties
·264 cases Florida residents

·23 cases out-of-state residents

·Majority of cases reported in Miami-Dade (272)



Travel Advisories: Miami-Dade
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Travel Advisory: Brownsville, Texas
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Investigations 
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·Door-to-door surveys

·Business surveys

·Pop-up clinics

·Environmental health assessments

·Mosquito control inspections

·Direct education/outreach to business owners

·Public meetings



Testing
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·State laboratories provide free testing for pregnant 
women, suspected local cases, uninsured individuals

·Over 13,000 people have been tested statewide

·More than half were pregnant women



Zika Prevention 
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·DRAIN water from any containers where water has collected 
weekly

·COVER skin with comfortable clothing and apply repellent to 
clothing and bare skin

·COVER windows and doors with intact screens 
·Pregnant women should avoid unnecessary travel to Zika active 

areas
·Potentially infected sexual partners of pregnant women should 

use barrier precautions for the duration of the pregnancy
·Delay pregnancy planning if potentially exposed (women 2 

months; men 6 months)

See: Mosquito Bite Protection in Florida
www.floridahealth.gov/zika 



Drain Standing Water Weekly to Prevent 
Mosquito Breeding

20 Photos courtesy of DOH in Miami -Dade County



How Can We Help Our Neighbors?

21

·Inform people about drain and cover

·Assist neighbors with eliminating potential mosquito 
breeding sites around their homes

·Assist neighbors with dumping standing water or 
placing mosquito dunks

·Assist neighbors in repairing window and door screens

·Report sanitary nuisances to CHD

·Request spraying from local Mosquito Control District



Summary
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·Florida is one of two states which experienced local 
Zika virus introduction (Texas second state)

·Preparation is key

·Public education and partner support is critical

·Zika prevention is a team effort
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