
ST ATE OF FLORIDA 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NUMBER 20-96 
(Executive Order of Suspension) 

WHEREAS, Article IV, Section 7(c).of Florida Constitution provides in relevant part 

that "by order of the Governor any elected municipal officer indicted for crime may be 

suspended from office until acquitted"; and 

WHEREAS, Kathleen E Berg is presently serving as City Commissioner for the City of 

Crescent City, Florida, having been elected by the voters of the City of Crescent City in a special 

election 2019 to fill the remainder of the four-year tem1; and 

WHEREAS, on March 30, 2020 Kathleen E Berg was arrested for felony charges of 

exploitation of an elderly person or disabled adult ($50,000 or more), in violation of section 

825.103(a), Florida Statutes; and 

WHEREAS, violation of section 825.103(a), Florida Statutes, constitutes a felony in the 

first degree; and 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interests of the residents of the City of Crescent City, and 

the citizens of the State of Florida, that Kathleen E Berg be immediately suspended from the 

public office, which she now holds, upon the grounds set forth in this executive order. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RON DESANTIS, Governor of Florida, pursuant to Article 

IV, Section 7(c), and section 112.51, Florida Statutes, find as follows: 

A. Kathleen E Berg is, and at all times material hereto was, City Commissioner for 

the City of Crescent City, Florida. 



B. The office of City Commissioner for Crescent City, Florida, is within the purview 

of the suspension powers of the Governor, pursuant to Article IV, Section 7(c) 

and Chapter 112 of Florida Statutes. 

C. The attached Warrant Affidavit and Arrest Warrant allege that Kathleen E Berg 

has committed felony acts in violation of the Laws of Florida. This suspension is 

predicated upon the attached Warrant Affidavit and Arrest Warrant which are 

incorporated as if fully set forth in this Executive Order. 

BEING FULLY ADVISED in the premises, and in accordance with the Constitution 

and the Laws of the State of Florida, this Executive Order is issued, effective immediately: 

Section 1. Kathleen E Berg is suspended from the public office, which she now 

holds, to wit: City Commissioner for the City of Crescent City, Florida. 

Section 2. Kathleen E Berg is prohibited from performing any official act, duty, or 

function of public office; from receiving any pay or allowance; and from being entitled to any of 

the emoluments or privileges of public office during the period of this suspension, which period 

shall be from today, until further Executive Order is issued, or as otherwise provided by law. 

ATTEST: 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
and have caused the Great Seal of the State of Florida to be 
affixed at the Capitol, Tallahassee, Florida, this 8th day of 
April, 2020 
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PUTNAM County Warrant Number: _ _ _______ _ 

STATE OF FLORIDA 

vs. 

KATHLEEN E BERG 

W/F· DOB: 11/29/1958· 
HGT.: 509 / WGT.: 155 

FELONY WARRANT 

IN THE CffiCUIT COURT FOR 
PUTNAM COUNTY, FLORIDA 
CASE NUMBER: ao~O - L\ \'7 <:.fN\ $~ 
AGENCY: PUTNAMCOUNTYSHERIFFS 
OFFICE 
AGENCY REPORT NO. 194318 

CHARGE(S): 
• EXPLOITATION OF AN ELDERLY PERSON OR DISABLED 

ADULT ($50,000 OR MORE) 

WARRANT FOR ARREST 

IN THE NAME OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA, TO ALL AND SINGULAR, THE SHERJFF'S 
AND THEIR DULY SWORN DEPUTIES OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA 

WHEREAS, AN AFFIDA VII HAS BEEN MADE BY DET. GEORGE DUNLAP, A Law Enforcement Officer, 

and it appears to the Court, from having read said affidavit, that there is sufficient probable cause to believe on 10/08/2019 

in PUTNAM County, Florida. the defendant, KATHLEEN E BERG did commit the above listed violation(s) oftbe laws 

of the State of Florida. 

These are, therefore, to command you to arrest instanter the above named accused and bring him/her before the 

CIRCUIT Court, PUTNAM County, Florida, at the next scheduled 24-hour appearance hearing following his/her arrest, 

unless he/she shall first post bond. 

EXTRADITION INFORMATION: FNETQ~CIC 
C NATIONWIDE 



* 
PUTNAM COUNTY SHERIFF 
130 ORIE GRIFFIN BLVO 
PALATKA, FL 321n 
386-329-0600 

Repon Date /TlfM 
10/0412019 03:00 PM 

~ C...,Ofltnu NUffiler OCA I AQe,,cf ID 
PCS01tOFF004318 

LOCATION OF OCCURRENCE 
Counly ~11 

PUTNAM ~ 
Rengod Oalt/Tlfflll 
11n71201612:01 AM to 10/0412019 03:110 PM 

PROBABLE CAUSE 

lHINeme 
BERG 

ESCENTCITY 

OBTS Number 

REPORI H'JMBER 
PCS020ARR000564 

WARRANT AFFIDAVIT 

IL~hAClt 
29.55115 

OtNr....­
PCS011CAD0512'1 

llangilude 
-11.ff039 

O Hale Crime O Domellic Voolenc:e 

On 10-08-18 a report was filed where the victim, who is a disabled adult was a victim of 
~xploltalion of the Elderly I Disabled. The victim is intellectuany handicapped and according to an evaluation by Dr. Jerry Valente PH.O. the victim's FSIQ 
~core is 57, his broad Independence score is equal to a 6 year old. His social Interaction, personal living skills and communication skills are very limited to 
riegliglble. 

Puring the course of this Investigation, it was discovered that after the victim's mother passed away, the victim's aunt. Suspect Kathleen E. Berg hid become 
he victim's SSI I SSA Representative Payee (Rep-Payee) and assumed responsibility for his finances due to his disability. After the victim's mother passed 

$way, the victim continued to live in the mother's mobile home which was free from debit. Suspecl Berg did not reside with the victim at this residence. 

bn 04-26-17 and 8•17•17 Suspect Berg opened lwo accounts al the TD Bank for the victim's funds. One account was opened to receive direc1 deposits for 
'1is SSI / SSA back payments and monthly payment which Susped Berg was listed as "Rep-Payee· for the viclim The second account was opened when the 
~lctim received his mother's life Insurance payment In the amount of 5170,958.52. On this account, Suspect Berg had the victim endorse the check and she 
r,ad this account In her name only with the victim listed as Payebte Upon Death (POD). 

l=rom 4•26•17 to 7-24-19 (27 months), Suspect Berg depleted all of the funds In these two accounts that were for the victim's current and future support 
Suspect Berg used the victim's funda for her personal travel, numerous shopping sprees, her personal support, purchase and remodel of a new home. and 
numerous monthly cash wilhdraws. 

twas determined that from the SSI / SSA TD Bank account. Suspect Berg used In excess of $34,000.00 end from the Life Insurance Check TD Bank 
account, she used in excess of S144,000.00 for her personal usa and not for the victim. 

On 3-4-20 Ms. Berg came to the Putnam County sheriff's Offk:8 CIB Unit to provide an explanation I statement In reference to the allegalions against her. 
After being advised of her con&titulional rlghls (written) which she acknowledged, she voiunl1rily provided a recortfed statement about the misuse of the 
~ic11m's funds. During this Interview, Suspect Berg confessed to the use of the victim's funds for heI personal travel, numerous shopping sprees, her personal 
~upport, purchHe and remodel of a new home, end numerous monthly cash withdraws/ expenses not related to the Disabled Vidim 

rrhls Investigation determined that Suspect Berg, who was the victim financial guardian (Social Security Rep-Payee) Is In violetlon of FSS. 825.103.3 a/ 
J;xploltatlon of the Elderly/ Disabled, SOk Dolars or More by taking in excess of $147.000.00 over• 27-monlh lime frame of the funds designated for his 
1:1Jrrent and future support. 
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Report D111 ITome 
10/0412019 03:00 PM 

Agency Cuelotlonse N- OCA I Aoency 10 
PCSO190FF0°'318 

Oilier Number 
PC8O19CAD051261 

Before me peisonally appeared the above named law enforcement officer with the PUTNAM COUNTY SHERIFF, and who being duly swom, 
stales the Defendant KATHLEEN BERG did commit the acts stated In this Probable Cause Affidavit Based upon this sworn statement of facts, I 
find probable cause that the defendant did commit the ctlmes llstad In the Charges Section of this affidavit Therefore, I hereby command the 
Immediate arrest of Defendant KATHLEEN BERG and order them brought before the couns to be dealt with according to the law. 

So ordered on _______________ by Judge __________________ _ 

BOND SET BY JUDGE 
llondAmounlS □Non, QCash □Any □ Pro 0Ptr1Q 

SO.DO 
OR0R/Slgn OPTR D Blanket Bond 

The undersigned certifies and swears that he/she has Just and reasonable grounds to believe that the above named person, 
committed vlolaUon(sl, of law, on the above date(s) and tlme(is), as listed In charges secUon above and described In the probable 
cause statement 

j0Num~r Rank Name ~~~~l~Z.0 1320 DETECTIVE DUNLAP, GEORGE EME 
gffi.-rAtincy 
UTNA COUNTY SHERIFF I O!fi.-r Sig/lalutl 

Subscribed and 1wom to (or affirmed) befon me thl~ day of I.A~ A.D~Z,I) lw~ _ , ).-,,.J) who la /4rsonally known to me or 

h~uced ;:: 11 ldtnURc■Uon. ~s-; .p.?M-,r _Notary Publle -1:Eo _CO 
~g~wre UI~ 

Commission No: My Commission Expires: 
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